
HIGHDOWN CANON 

KS3 

Year 7  
 

The Lion, The Witch and The 
Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis  

 

What is Feminism? Why do we 
need It? And Other Big 

Questions by Bea Appleby and 
Louise Spilsbury  

 

Mort by Terry Pratchett  
 

 

Watership Down by Richard 
Adams  

Heartstopper by Alice Oseman  You Are Awesome by Matthew 
Syad 

  
Chinglish by Sue Cheung  

 
Where The World Ends by 
Geraldine McCaughrean  

The Monsters of Rookhaven by 
Pádraig Kenn 

 
 

Year 8  

Hitchhiker’s Guide to the 
Galaxy by Douglas Adams  

 

Ready Player One by Ernest 
Cline  

 

What is Race? Who are 
Racists? Why Does Skin Colour 

Matter? And Other Big 
Questions by Nikesh Shukla  

 
The Hobbit by J R R Tolkien  

 
Maze Runner by James 

Dashner  
 

The Girl of Ink and Stars by 
Kiran Millwood Hargrave  

 
What do you think? By 

Matthew Syad  
 

The Crossing by Manjeet Mann  Clap When You Land by 
Elizabeth Acevedo 

 

Year 9  

The Book Thief by Marcus 
Zuzac  

Noughts and Crosses by 
Malorie Blackman 

What is What is Gender? How 
Does It Define Us? And Other 
Big Questions for Kids by Juno 

Dawson  
 

Aristotle and Dante Discover 
the Secrets of the Universe by 

Benjamin Alire Saenz  
 

The Graveyard Book by Neil 
Gaiman  

 

Bear Grylls ‘Mud Sweat and 
Tears 

 

Touching the Void by Joe 
Simpson  

 

This Is How You Lose The Time 
War by Amal El-Mohtar and 

Max Gladstone  

More Than This by Patrick 
Ness 

 

 



HIGHDOWN CANON 

KS4 

 

KS4 

Who are Refugees and 
Migrants? What Makes People 
Leave their Homes? And Other 

Big Questions by Michael 
Rosen 

The Picture of Dorian Gray by 
Oscar Wilde  

 

The Colour Purple by Alice 
Walker  

 

The Art of Being Normal by 
Lisa Williamson  

 

The Hate U Give by Angie 
Thomas  

 

All The Light We Cannot See by 
Anthony Doerr  

 
Purple Hibiscus by 

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie  
 

Loveless by Alice Oseman  
 

Enders Game by Orson Scott 
Card  

 
Fresh Ink: An Anthology of 

Short Stories  
Curated collection of short 

stories 
 

  


