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Summer 
2026
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GRADING...
Old grading structure
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FUTURE AND SIXTH FORM

• The grade required for Sixth Form 
progression for many courses is very likely 
to be a 4 or 5 in 2026, including a 4+ in 
English & Maths

• Any student not achieving a grade 4 in 
English and/or Maths will be required to 
retake the qualification. 
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WHAT MAKES 
YOU 
SUCCESSFUL? 
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REVISING HARD?
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EXAM PREPARATION?
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HARD 
WORK? 
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Year 10 Team

• Mentors: 10C – Miss Harrison-Smith
10D – Mr Hutchinson
10E – Miss Garner
10F – Ms Pickaver and Miss Duncan
10G – Mr Trimby
10H – Mr Walters and Mrs Reid 
10J  – Mrs Springer and Miss 
Littlewood 
10K – Mr Dineley 
10L – Mr Kemp

• Assistant Head of Achievement – Mr Fasham
• Head of Achievement – Miss Pearce
• Assistant Headteacher [Yr10] – Mrs Flynn
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The HIGHDOWN JOURNEY



ASPIRATION     RESPECT     EXCELLENCE

YEAR 9 JOURNEY
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YEAR 10 JOURNEY
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CORE VALUES

PiXL Edge
Students will continue to work on the PiXL Edge program. 
This year they have moved from the Apprentice/Pioneer 
programs to the Graduate program.

Leadership
Organisation
Resilience
Initiative
Communication

http://www.greenshaw.co.uk/_site/data/images/news/158/Edge%20loric.jpg

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjK3ZaMx5bMAhUH2hoKHZ0UDqkQjRwIBw&url=http://www.greenshaw.co.uk/news/?pid%3D3%26nid%3D1%26storyid%3D158&bvm=bv.119745492,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNHgjk6PiyjNy_8bPijLUAVvD8hJTw&ust=1461012828039113
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CCC Topics 

• CCC this year will take place each week on a Monday 
period 1. Students stay in their mentor groups for 
this.

• Each half term is focused on a theme
1. Independence
2. Financial Decision Making
3. Extremism and Radicalism
4. Healthy Relationships
5. Healthy Habits
6. Influences



ASPIRATION     RESPECT     EXCELLENCE

Quick Mindset Quiz

Now add up your score and divide the total by 3 to get your mean.
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Quick Mindset Quiz Results

• If you scored 1 or 2 then you believe that 
intelligence is fixed and there is little we can do 
about it

• If you scored 5 or 6 then you believe that we can 
work to improve our intelligence.

• If you scored 3 or 4 then you haven’t quite decided 
yet so let’s hope these lessons will persuade you to 
have a GROWTH mindset!
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VESPA Mindset
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Continual Improvement
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“If we create a culture where everyone believes 
they need to improve, not because they are not 
good enough but because they can be even 
better, there is no limit to what we can 
achieve.”
- Dylan Wiliam
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Target Setting at KS4
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Target Setting
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Target Setting

• KS2 estimated scores from Primary school
• MIDYiS scores from year 7.

• These are not predicted grades but a starting point 
for a discussion at home and school about what 
students are hoping to achieve.
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Target Setting



ASPIRATION     RESPECT     EXCELLENCE

Uniform Reset

• Cost 

• Inclusivity

• Positive image

• Sustainability

Uniform, Kit and Equipment

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/uniform
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Attendance and Punctuality
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Is my child too ill for school?

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
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Reporting an Absence
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Careers and Work Experience

Career Pilot
Springpod

https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/
https://www.springpod.com/
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Careers and Pathways Information, 
Advice and Guidance

My name is Sumera. I am a careers adviser 
and I work the company Adviza Partnership.
I have a degree in Sociology as well as a 
postgraduate certificate in Coaching. I
have experienced a few different roles before I 
decided to become a careers adviser.

Sumera can be found in the Hive and is contacted via 
careers@highdown.reading.sch.uk or by speaking to 
Mrs Robinson.

Please also contact our Careers Assistant Mrs Robinson 
for support with accessing work experience and for 
information about our Careers events.

Adviza

mailto:careers@highdown.reading.sch.uk
https://www.adviza.org.uk/
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What do we mean by keeping each 
other safe online?

Please support our 
BYOD Acceptable Use 
Agreement. BYOD 
Acceptable Use

https://highdown.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/HDTeam/ERxuxlIF2blFmzg_HukY9RkB0sBfggoJv0oNer4dLcEIDw?e=hjSkO6
https://highdown.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/HDTeam/ERxuxlIF2blFmzg_HukY9RkB0sBfggoJv0oNer4dLcEIDw?e=hjSkO6
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R;pple is an interceptive tool 
(browser extension) designed to 
present a visual prompt when a 
person searches for harmful 
keywords or phrases relating to 
the topic of self-harm or suicide. 
These phrases include any words 
or terminology which have been 
identified as displaying potentially 
damaging online content.  Further 
information and the installation 
file will be sent to all parents.

https://www.ripplesuicideprevention.com/

https://www.ripplesuicideprevention.com/
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Key Dates 2024-2025

• Settling in review report: Wednesday 23rd October 2024
• Progress review 1: Tuesday 10th June 2025
• Learning Review Evening: Thursday 19th June 2025 [virtual]
• PPE: Monday 23rd April 2025- Friday 2nd May 2025 



ASPIRATION     RESPECT     EXCELLENCE

10C – Miss Harrison-Smith - saharrisonsmith@highdown.reading.sch.u
10D – Mr Hutchinson - mihutchinson@highdown.reading.sch.uk
10E – Miss Garner - elgarner@highdown.reading.sch.uk
10F – Ms Pickaver and Miss Duncan  - napickaver@highdown.reading.sch.uk

alduncan@highdown.reading.sch.uk
10G – Mr Trimby - hwt@highdown.reading.sch.uk
10H – Mr Walters and Mrs Reid - dawalters@highdown.reading.sch.uk

                                                 hkr@highdown.reading.sch.uk
10J  – Mrs Springer and Miss Littlewood - kaharding@highdown.reading.sch.uk
                                                                                      hsli@highdown.reading.sch.uk
10K – Mr Dineley - widineley@highdown.reading.sch.uk
10L – Mr Kemp - dakemp@highdown.reading.sch.uk

Assistant Head of Achievement – Mr Fasham - 
befasham@highdown.reading.sch.uk
Head of Achievement – Miss Pearce - sapearce@highdown.reading.sch.uk
Assistant Headteacher [Yr10] – Mrs Flynn - hsf@highdown.reading.sch.uk
SENDCO – Mrs Arnold - hjf@highdown.reading.sch.uk

Key Contacts
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ENGLISH

CURRICULUM LEADER: MS N. SALMON
KEY STAGE 4 COORDINATOR: MRS E BLISS

GCSE English Language and 
GCSE English Literature
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Exam Overview: English Language

AQA English Language (8700) 

Paper 1: Explorations in 
Creative Reading and 
Writing  (50%)

Section A (Q1-4): 40 
marks
Section B (Q5): 40 marks 

Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints 
and Perspectives (50%)

Section A (Q1-4): 40 marks
Section B (Q5): 40 marks 

+ Spoken Language 
Assessment
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Exam Overview: English Literature

AQA English Literature (8702)

Paper 1: Shakespeare 
and 19th Century Novel 
(40%)

A Christmas Carol (32 
marks)
The Merchant of Venice 
(32 marks + 4 SPaG)

Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry 
(60%)

An Inspector Calls (32 marks + 4 
SPaG)
Poetry Anthology Comparison (32 
marks) 
Unseen Poetry (24 marks)
Unseen Poetry Comparison (8 marks)
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COURSE CONTENT
Year 10 English Year 11 English

• 19th Century Text
- A Christmas Carol

• Shakespeare Play
-  The Merchant of Venice

• Language Paper 1
- 19th Century Literary Fiction Extracts (language and 

structure analysis, evaluation of ideas)
- Descriptive and Narrative Writing

• Language Paper 2
- 19th Century – 21st Century Non-Fiction Extracts 

(comparison, language analysis, comparative 
evaluation)

- Non-fiction Writing

• Poetry
- Power and Conflict Poetry
- Unseen Poetry

• Modern Text
- An Inspector Calls by J.B. 

Priestley

• Revision, revisiting and 
embedding of Literature and 
Language
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SUPPORT

• List of recommended resources 
on ClassCharts

• Fortnightly Study Skills Session 
• Weekly Home Learning
• Massolit 
• GCSE Pod 
• Mr Bruff YouTube Videos
• BBC Bitesize 
• Oxford Revise Revision Guide
• Department revision sessions 

and quizzes 
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Key Points

• English is a non-tiered exam! This means all 
students of all levels will sit the same paper, for 
both Language and Literature.

• Therefore, sets do not determine the grade that 
can be achieved! 

• There are many different routes students can 
take to achieve their GCSE: Y11 examinations, 
taking GCSE English Language in Y10, or 
completing Functional Skills 
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GCSE Mathematics
Curriculum Leader – Mr W Dineley

KS4 Coordinator – Mr M Hutchinson 
(mihutchinson@highdown.reading.sch.uk)
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Tiered Entry 

1 3 4 5 7 9862

Foundation Tier (sets 3&4)

Higher Tier (sets 1 & 2)

Further 
Maths

Exam Board: AQA
Scheme of Learning: White Rose Maths
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The Exam

Paper 1

Non-Calculator
1hr 30mins

80 Marks

Any content

Paper 2

Calculator
1hr 30mins

80 Marks

Any content

Paper 3

Calculator
1hr 30mins

80 Marks

Any content

All sat in May and June 2026
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Homework and 
Assessment

Review, Recall, Reflect
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Calculators
Casio fx-991CW

• Suitable for A Level
• £25-30 

Casio fx-83GTCW

• Suitable for GCSE
• £10-£12
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Support                         Stretch
• Intervention
• Effective Revision

• Fortnightly Skills 
Checks

• Y11 Revision Sessions

• Resources
• Sparx
• Maths Genie Revision
• Past Papers

• The Maths Team

• Intermediate Maths 
Challenge for Y10 and 
Y11

• Further Maths GCSE 
optional after school 
qualification offered in 
Year 11
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GCSE SCIENCES

The examination board for GCSE Sciences is AQA

All students have lessons in Biology Chemistry 
and Physics and have specialist teachers for 
each.

CURRICULUM LEADER: Ms M Elliot
KS4 Coordinator Ms D Arrington
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BIOLOGY CONTENT

• Cell Biology

• Organisation

• Infection and response

• Bioenergetics

• Homeostasis and response

• Inheritance, variation and 
evolution

• Ecology
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CHEMISTRY CONTENT

• Atomic Structure and the periodic table

• Bonding, structure and the properties of matter

• Quantitative chemistry

• Chemical changes

• Energy changes

• The rate and extent of chemical change

• Organic chemistry

• Chemical analysis

• Chemistry of the atmosphere

• Using resources
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PHYSICS CONTENT

• Energy

• Electricity

• Particle model of matter

• Atomic structure

• Waves

• Forces

• Magnetism and Electromagnetism
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MATHEMATICAL SKILLS

• Standard Form and order of magnitude

• Estimates and significant figures

• Averages

• Simple probability

• Algebra skills

• Graphs
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ASSESSMENT  Combined Science

6 exam papers of 1 hour 15 min each (2 x papers 
for each Science)

Core Practical content (‘Required Practical’) 
examined in the papers

Core Numeracy content also 10-30 % of final 
papers.

 10% Biology

 20% Chemistry

 30% Physics

Marks from all six papers are 
combined to give grades from 9-
9 to 1-1
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Practical Skills

Testing 
reaction times
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How fast?
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GCSE Question

Describe how to measure 
reaction time of a driver and 
explain why using a hand-held 
mobile phone while driving is 
illegal in the United Kingdom.
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Grade 4 answer

• drop a ruler and another person 
catches it

•Write down the distance where 
the ruler is caught

•Mobile phones distract the driver
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Grade 6 answer

• One person holds metre ruler above the 
hand of person to be tested

• drop the ruler and the other person catches it

• measure the distance where the ruler is 
caught

• Convert distance to time

• Hand held mobile devices cause a distraction 
which will increase the drivers reaction 
time and could cause an accident.
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Grade 8 answer

• hold metre rule above hand of person to be tested so 
the bottom of the ruler is level with the top of the 
hand

• drop the ruler without warning and the other person 
catches it

• measure the distance where the ruler is caught

• convert the distance into time using a standard (scale) 
chart or calculation

• Hand held mobile phones cause a distraction which 
increases the drivers reaction time.  

• This increases the thinking distance travelled by 
the car before the brakes are applied and therefore 
the driver may be unable to avoid hitting another 
vehicle or a pedestrian
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SPECIFICATIONS
Some students will be selected to enter Separate Science Examinations in 
Year 11 and will be taught some extra material mostly in year 11. 
Their 6 papers will all be 1 hour and 45 minutes long and they will receive a 
separate grade for each of the 3 Sciences

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse
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SUCCESSFUL STUDENTS

• Ask questions.

• Use evidence and make links to real life.

• Solve problems (this only comes with practice).

• Understand and use correct scientific terminology.

• Know the facts and recall them regularly

You can all help by encouraging these:

Curiosity

Perseverance

Deliberate practice
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HELPING AT HOME

1. Encourage them to make a keyword glossary and 
test your child regularly.

2. Encourage use of the resources available to make 
review materials.

•www.kerboodle.com  Institution code Li7

•https://www.century.tech/  log in with office 365
•Any AQA GCSE Revision guide for Trilogy Combined Science 
or Biology, Chemistry and Physics

•And please keep in touch with the science teachers so 
that we can all work together as a team.

maelliot@highdown.reading.sch.uk

http://www.kerboodle.com/
https://www.century.tech/
mailto:maelliot@highdown.reading.sch.uk
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Courage, determination
and belief = 
SUCCESS!
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