
THE HIGHDOWN LEARNING 
AND DEVELOPMENT JOURNEY

CORE VALUES
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Develop a lifelong
love of learning
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YEAR
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Read at least
25 books a year

Develop a 
‘growth mindset’

Build a solid
foundation in 

education

Attend Year 5 
Day

Apply to 
Highdown School and

Sixth Form Centre

Sit KS2 SATs

Attend Year 6
Transition Day

Ensure at 
least 96% 

attendance

Seek out rewards 
and opportunities 

for acts of 
kindness

Embrace the 
Highdown Values

Attend at least 
one club a week

Represent your 
mentor group 

or House

Get started with 
‘PiXL Edge’

Ensure you 
demonstrate an 

outstanding ‘readiness 
to learn’

Develop good 
independent 
study habits

Develop a 
range of core 
skills and core 

knowledge

Apply to become 
a ‘buddy’

Reflect on who 
you are

Become a 
‘buddy’

Seek out 
opportunities for acts 

of kindness

Represent your 
mentor group or 

House

Maintain your ‘growth 
mindset’

Consider possible 
future careers

Aim to achieve 
Edge Apprentice 
or Edge Pioneer 
by the end of Y8

Start GCSEs in Ethics 
and Sciences

Attend Careers 
Fair

Reflect on future 
pathways; 
university? 

Apprenticeship? 
College?

Investigate 
GCSE/KS4 options

Agree 
GCSE/KS4 
pathway 

and 
courses

Achieve The Edge 
Apprenticeship Award

Maintain 
your 

‘growth 
mindset’

Start GCSEs and 
KS4 courses

Participate in 
Duke of Edinburgh

Begin The Edge 
Graduate award

Refine options

Embed excellent 
study habits and get 
ahead with revision

Become a Junior 
House Captain

Attend Careers Fair

Sit 
PPEs

Take part in  
work 

experience

Participate in ‘Sixth Form 
Unwrapped’ event

Attend a 
University

Build on 
independent 
study habits

Research future 
options and 

careers at Careers 
Fair

Have a careers 
interview

Attend Sixth Form 
Open Evening or 

visit a college

Apply for post-
16 courses

Sit your 
PPEs

Consider 
healthy 

lifestyle for 
exam success

Develop 
your revision 

skills

Sit GCSE and 
technical 

qualification 
exams

Attend 
post-16 

induction

Complete 
post-16 

pre-
course 
tasks

Start your post-
16 courses

Become 
part of 
student 

leadership

Peer mentor a 
younger student

Take part in 
Enrichment / The 

Edge / DofE

Visit some universities 
or apprenticeship 

providers

Become a 
STEAMbassador

Aim for PiXL Edge Graduate 
level by the end of Y13

Participate 
in Work 

Experience

Sit your PPEs

Sign up for a MOOC

Apply for 
University 
Summer 
SchoolWrite a personal 

statement

Visit universities 
or apprenticeship 

providers

Prepare for and 
attend mock 
interviews

Apply for 
University 
courses, 

apprenticeships or 
work

Sit your PPEs

Confirm/accept 
future pathways 

offers

Apply for 
Summer 

internships or 
voluntary work

Graduate in 
The Edge 

programme

Sit A-Level 
and 

Technical 
qualification 

exams

Go to University or 
college, start an 

apprenticeship or gain 
employment AND…

Continue your lifelong 
learning journey…

Attend 
Sixth Form 
interview

Apply for 
Aim High 
Summer 
School


