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What is              ? 

• UCAS is a central clearing house.

• Responsible for processing applications for all full-time 

undergraduate studies in the UK.

• The UCAS website has information on all UK Higher 

Education Institutions and the courses they offer.  



Key facts

• Entirely online. 

• You can start, continue and track your 

application via the UCAS Hub. 

• Maximum of 5 choices. 

• Some course restrictions: 

- Medicine, Veterinary medicine/science, 

Dentistry (maximum of 4).

- Oxford or Cambridge.

• Cost - £27.50. 



Applying to university: an overview

Student
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2. Additional 
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September

UCAS applications 
open.

October

January

UCAS equal consideration 
application deadline.

February

Application open for Student 
Finance England.

May

UCAS registration 
opens.

UCAS application deadline for 

courses in:

• Dentistry

• Medicine, 

• Veterinary Medicine/Science,

Or courses at The University of 

Oxford or Cambridge.

Timeline: key dates for 2024 entry



Timeline: key dates for 2024 entry

February

UCAS Extra opens.

February/March

University visit days.

May/June

Offers received and 
decisions due.

July

Clearing opens for eligible 
students.

August

A levels/ BTEC results 
are published.

Clearing opens for all 
students.



Offers: additional information

Medical courses, some Law and Mathematics 
courses, and university specific tests (namely 

- Oxford, Cambridge and UCL). 
Admission tests

An opportunity to get to know you better.

Remember to prepare and re-read your 
personal statement. 

Interview

Usually for creative subjects, presented during 
an interview. 

Portfolio

Will not affect your chance of getting an offer, but an 
opportunity for the university to convince you that 

their institution is right place for you.
Visit day



Finally, 



UCAS Website

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/advice-

parents-guardians-and-carers

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/advice-parents-guardians-and-carers
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/advice-parents-guardians-and-carers


A Parents and Supporters’ Guide 

to University entry

www.futurelearn.com/courses/guide-to-university-entry

• 2-week course, 2 hours 

per week.

• Free upgrade available so 

can be viewed at any 

time.

• Information for supporters 

on a range of topics from 

researching, applying and 

student finance.

• Moderated by University 

representatives at 3 points 

during the year for a 3-

week period. 
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