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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Term dates can be found here: 2022/23 

Term 5  

Mon 1 May:  Bank Holiday - Academy Closed  

Tues 2 May:  Industrial Strike Action 

   Y11 MFL Speaking Exams (4 days) 

   Y10 PPEs (3 days) 

   Y9 Assessment Week (3 days) 

   Y11 Photography/Textiles (Gp1) 

   Exams (2 days) 

Thurs 4 May: Y11 Art/Art Graphics/Textiles  

   (Gp2) Exams (2 days) 

   Y13 L3PA Unit Exam (2 days) 

     
Please see page 4 for further details of this event. 

https://www.instagram.com/highdownschool/
https://twitter.com/highdownschool/
https://www.facebook.com/emmergreeen/?ref=page_internal
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=17


Absence Reporting 
 
Please notify us if your son/daughter is unable to 

attend either online or onsite lessons due to illness 

or other reason. 

Please report all absences using the Class 

Charts app rather than by telephone, email or 

ParentMail. We hope parents will find this 

route much more straightforward and 

efficient. You can find out more here: 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/

Information 

ParentMail Accounts 
 
We respectfully request all parents and carers 

regularly check their student’s dinner money 

balances to ensure they are in credit.  

At peak times, around mid-morning, it can take up 

to 2 hours for the monies to show on the account. 

Therefore, if you need to top them up, please 

allow time for these to be processed, we have 

found topping up in the evenings to be the 

quickest way to add monies to the account. 

Annual Award in Online Safety for Parents 

and Carers of Children aged 11-14 

Annual Award in Online Safety for Parents 

and Carers of Children aged 14-18 

We would like to encourage parents/carers to 

complete one of the following parent courses in 

National Online Safety, presented by Myleene 

Klass: 

 

The course takes about 40 minutes and leads you 

on a journey through a child’s digital habits, 

exploring the type of online world they are 

experiencing now, what risks they might be 

exposed to, and looks at what you can do to 

Safeguarding: National Online Safety Courses for Parents and Carers 

Leave of Absence 

Applications for leave of absence during term 

time must be made in advance by the parent/carer. 

Leave will only be authorised in exceptional 

circumstances and parents will be made aware that 

taking unauthorised leave of absence could lead to 

a Fixed Penalty Notice and/or prosecution. 

 

Holiday will not be authorised in term time. 

Application for Leave of Absence forms can be 

found here: 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/absence.  

Please complete and return to the school office.  

Latest News 
 
Please download our mobile website app to ensure you 

receive all the latest news. Click this link for further 

information. 

Problems with Class Charts 
 
If you are experiencing issues with accessing 

your Class Charts account, please contact 

vihamer@highdown.reading.sch.uk 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1803&type=pdf
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-11-14
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-11-14
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-14-18
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-14-18
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/absence
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/mobile-app


This is just one of the guides provided for parents/carers at https://nationalonlinesafety.com which is free to 

register with as a member of the Highdown community.  

Safeguarding and National Online Safety 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/


Somewhere Over The Rainbow: A Concert for Charlie - Tickets now on sale! 

Get your tickets now for this family-friendly 

concert starting at 7pm on 24 June, at Highdown 

School. Reading Phoenix Choir is an excellent 

Berkshire choir which sings a wide range of music, 

and they will be joined by pupils from the Hill 

Primary School and Highdown, Charlie's two 

schools, for a really special evening. 

 

As many parents and students will know, Charlie 

Ilsley was a pupil at Highdown until he tragically 

died of a brain tumour in December 2020 at the 

age of 13. His family has recently set up a new 

charity, Team Charlie, set up in his memory. The 

charity is raising money for children in Berkshire 

and Oxfordshire who have brain tumours, giving 

grants for respite, providing gifts or treats, and 

making memories or a last wish come true. 

 

 

 

 

 

As Charlie died in the midst of lockdowns and Covid it was difficult for the community to come together in 

his memory. This concert is an opportunity to do this as well as raise money for this amazing charity and 

support Charlie's family. 

 

It will be a really special event, remembering Charlie's life through music. We would love to have lots of 

students, parents and members of the community there for an uplifting evening of great music, raising 

money for an even greater cause. 

 

Below is a link to Charlie's Story from Stand Up To Cancer, last shown on Channel 4 on Easter Sunday. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8hZDwzaKi0M 

 

See you there - book your tickets now! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8hZDwzaKi0M


Performing Arts Level 3 Showcase 



Join Us 
We currently have the following support staff vacancies. Please follow the link here to the school website to find 

out more information. 

Work with us 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/support-staff-vacancies


Work with us 

  



 

Work with us 



Extra Curricular Clubs 

Year 7 and 8 Science Club 

Science Club was bursting with colour this week as students from Years 

7 and 8 explored acids and alkalis and liquid density! The students 

showed determination through trial and error, using skilful scientific 

techniques to make spectacularly effervescent rainbow fizzes and 

neutralisation circles. 

Join us after school next Wednesday, 3.15-4.15pm, for some physics-

themed fun in S1! To sign up, head to this link: 

https://forms.office.com/e/inexRmcumz or scan the QR code. 

Miss Gunn and Mr Gillespie 

 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=ayU9EVqymUaKdjDv2tH8N9MSSWqRGU9NoF9bwNWV7r5URERKSFlUTzNKVTM2MEJDSjQyWVdGM0tYRi4u


Year 8  

Biology 

As part of the current Year 8 Biology topic on Genes, 8G has 

been learning about preserving biodiversity through genetics, 

captive breeding and conservation. Having previously worked in 

wildlife conservation, Miss Gunn was able to arrange a live 

classroom link-up to Blue Iguana Conservation, a programme 

managed by the National Trust for the Cayman Islands, where 

she worked as a Field Research and Education Officer for several 

years before moving into teaching. 

Iguana warden, Mr Dillen Douglas, gave the class a tour of the 

conservation breeding facility that currently houses over 250 

blue iguanas, an endangered species that are only found on the 

island of Grand Cayman. In 2002, there were only 10-25 

individuals living in the wild and major efforts have been 

undertaken to increase this number to currently around 1100. 

The students were highly engaged and had some great 

questions for the team throughout the tour. Miss Gunn plans to 

do more live link ups to other conservation programmes she has 

been involved in across the world, to help Highdown students 

link their classroom learning with conservation in action and 

inspire them to get involved in making a difference.  

 

Check out the programme 

@blueiguanaconservation and 

download the E-guana app for more 

information! 

Year 11 

Springboard to Success Challenge 
  

We have continued our Springboard to Success challenge in Term 5, focusing on attendance, praise points 

and revision session attendance. 

Since the start of term, Year 11 students have been awarded 2,099 praise points and attended a total of 

122 revision sessions. We also have 144 students who have achieved 100% attendance since our return.  

We would like to congratulate the following students: 

• Holly Long and Cian Murray for attending the most revisions sessions last week. 

• Savannah Bacon for receiving the most praise points last week. 

• Anna Bailey for winning the 100% attendance raffle. 

Well done to everyone in Year 11 for their continued commitment to learning this term! We know how 

hard they have been working for their GCSEs.  

Year 11 Pastoral Team 



Year 11 Sporting Success 

Highdown vs Little Heath Match Report 

It was a thrilling match between Highdown and Little Heath in the football tournament. Both teams 

played with great passion and skill, but Highdown were dominant. Highdown were 1-0 up within 15 

minutes by a great header from Lucas. 

 

At the start of the second half, Highdown was still in control although Little Heath came out strong 

chasing the game, but Highdown’s passion and desire held, maintaining the lead until the last minute of 

the game when a penalty was given against Highdown and Little Heath scored to take it to penalties. 

 

The penalty shootout was tense and exciting, with both teams taking their shots confidently. However, as 

the shootout went on, the tension began to mount.  

In the end, it all came down to the final penalty. Alex had to score to win. The score was tied at 8-8, and 

the next penalty would decide the game. The player stepped up to the spot, took a deep breath, and 

struck the ball with all his might. The ball flew past the goalkeeper and into the back of the net, and the 

Highdown team rushed over to Alex to bundle him. 

 

Highdown had done it! They had won the match in a dramatic shootout. It was a well-deserved victory, 

and the players celebrated with joy and relief. The match will be remembered for years to come and a 

reminder of the thrill and excitement of football! 

 

Aghi and Jay 

Year 11 



Reading Youth Council  

Reading Youth Council – Annual Conference 

On Monday, a delegation of Highdown’s student leaders, along with Mr Clawson, attended a conference 

at St. Joseph’s College to learn more about the work of Reading Youth Council. It was an eye-opening 

experience where we learnt how to make an active difference in our community by leading campaigns, as 

well as how to take on a leadership role within the council. 

The event started with an address from our Mayor, Cllr Rachel Eden. The conference was enjoyable and 

included many events, including journalling, where we made scrapbooks that represent us. This was 

followed by a speech from the Vice Chair of the Reading-Dusseldorf Association in which we learnt about 

the many exchange programs they have offered in the past and how to get involved. 

The afternoon was just as eventful, where we formed different political parties and ran in mock elections. 

The final activity of the day was to take part in debates on many relevant topics like our stance on 

lowering the voting age to 16 and censorship in the media. 

The day was wrapped up by another mention of how to become a Reading Youth Council member, 

including an address from Reading’s MYP (Member of Youth Parliament), an opportunity I will definitely 

take up! 

Advit  

Junior Chair  
Rosehill House 



Stars of the Week 

7C Mia Evans 

7D Elsa Ferguson 

7E Brody Inskip 

7F Millie Waterman 

7G Ava Smith 

7H Natalie Littlewood 

7J Theo Collins 

7K Oscar McCarthy 

7L Etta Bamber 

 

 

8C Amba Walsh 

8D Mia Gallagher 

8E Aisha Brown 

8F Mazin Shokry 

8G Brooke Dimmock 

8H Asha Chowdhury 

8J Ralphy McKenna 

8K Aaditya Dasari 

8L James Mee 

 

 

9C Jasrah Msalali 

9D Aisha Alizada 

9E Noah Hinchmore 

9F Gabe Bell 

9G Harley Bell 

9H Imogen Rosewell 

9J Thomas Grenz 

9K Karma Gurung 

9L Gracie Paudel 

 

 

11C Jake Wilde 

11D Gemma Lewis 

11E Alice Harvey 

11F Sophie Cleave 

11G Max Prins-Mills 

11H Poppy Masri 

11J George Boulton 

11K Leo Nanayakkara 

11L Giulia Bellofatto 

 

 

 

10C Hannah Naylor 

10D Nicola Nadworna-Jada 

10E Lily Mayo 

10F Rose Weakley 

10G Olivia Yearwood 

10H Jack Hogarth 

10J Omar Altounji 

10K Petra Bartusz 

10L Farzan Moin 

10M Caleb Fox 

 

 



Library: The Hive 

PTA News 

Welcome back for the new term! The PTA would 

like to thank all the staff, parents and 6th form 

students who assisted with the quiz before end of 

term. It was a wonderful night, thanks to your 

support, we raised £2295.99 for the school! 

The PTA are appealing to all parents for your 

participation in the PTA. Our core trustee group is 

losing 2 members in July and our Chairperson 

cannot serve another year. We therefore must 

replace our Treasurer and Secretary next year and 

appoint a new Chair.  

The time demands are not as much as you would 

think. We only hold 4 events a year, a meeting for 

the planning of each event; 3 fund reviews, around 

45 minutes each, and the AGM. It is a great team, 

and it's lovely to get to know the staff and parents 

in our school. If we do not have sufficient uptake, 

we will have to dissolve the PTA and we will not 

be able to fund projects for the school. 

Please email highdown_pta@outlook.com if you 

would be interested in joining us!  

mailto:highdown_pta@outlook.com


Careers Corner  

Free Revision Masterclass! 
 
Have you got your A-level and GCSE exams on the horizon? 

Come to our online Revision Masterclass with Liverpool John Moores University and: 

•  Create a personalised revision timetable   

•  Learn the most effective revision techniques  

•  Enhance your study skills. 

On: 10 May 2023 at 6.30 - 7.30pm 

For: Students and parents of those in Years 10 to 13 

Register here: Microsoft Virtual Events Powered by Teams 

Berkshire Healthcare’s Psychological Therapies careers information event 
  

It’s only 2 weeks to go until bookings close for Berkshire Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust’s next ‘Meet a 

Psychological Therapist’ virtual event. This free information event, taking place on Wednesday 24 

May from 10:00am – 12:00noon, will explore the different career pathways within the NHS and the field 

of Psychological Therapies, discuss the roles and qualifications required, and allow you to meet with a 

professional currently working within the field. 

  

You will be able to choose up to three professions to meet with: one in each time slot (10:00 - 10:30, 

10:45 - 11:15, and 11:30 - 12:00). Please only book one talk per time slot. 

  

Booking: 

Before attending the event, please ensure you have viewed our leaflets, presentations and videos here 

• Choose 3 professions you would like to hear more about 

• Book on to the event here and choose the 3 professions you would like to hear more about, 

selecting the timeslots that suit you 

  

Bookings close on Wednesday 10 May. 

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/5b4f2d55-2ef6-43fb-8614-c92ecb51bea4@182a8b31-3dab-4b92-8bb8-9526911aeba0?goal=0_65c6d67e71-4c76a6ce1d-212209527&mc_cid=4c76a6ce1d&mc_eid=0816e3b5ee
https://www.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/work-for-us/grow-your-career-with-us/psychological-provision/professions/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/meet-a-psychological-therapist-berkshire-healthcare-nhs-tickets-575930893807


Careers Corner 

Please see our website to read the 

latest parent newsletter from Berkshire 

Healthcare in full or click on the 

following link: 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/

parents/medical 

Surgery Live - Operating Theatre Surgical Work Experience 

In this exciting full-day course, students will gain insight into the world of 

Surgery and learn what it's like to be a surgeon. The online interactive course combines real-life surgical 

cases with real-time surgical theatre simulations and guest doctors from varied specialities to share an 

insight into their lives. And lastly, the most popular session with students is the live suturing 

demonstration. Students will be sent a full medical suturing kit through the post to learn to suture under 

the guidance of practising NHS surgeons. 

The next SurgeryLive virtual course will be held on Saturday, 24 June 2023. We have received excellent 

feedback from previous courses and are thrilled to be able to offer this opportunity to more students. The 

cost of the full-day course, including a full medical suture kit, access to recordings and course certificate, 

is £87. 

More information and enrolment can be found on our website at: 

www.doctorslive.co.uk/surgerylive 

Please note, places are usually oversubscribed and are offered on a first come, first served basis. 

Community 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2073&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2073&type=pdf
https://doctorslive.co.uk/surgerylive/


Community  

The charity organisation, Support U, aims to 

provide a safe and inclusive space for young 

people who identify as LGBTQQIAA+ to connect, 

socialise, and receive support from peers and 

mentors. We believe that having a supportive 

community can make a huge difference in the lives 

of LGBTQQIAA+ youth, especially during a time 

when they may be experiencing confusion or 

discrimination. 



Community 

Progress Youth Theatre Summer Workshops 

August 2023 sees the return of our Youth Theatre Summer Workshops led by our highly experienced 

Progress Youth Theatre facilitators and LAMDA tutors.  

Full details are available on the website: https://progresstheatre.co.uk/2023-youth-workshops 

Please complete the Google Form to confirm your interest: https://forms.gle/75vnNHR6JpRHbXCW8 

Happy Weekend! 

https://progresstheatre.co.uk/2023-youth-workshops
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSes8lid4krnR6w7Vm_HUCoTN-zH9B70Uof855820yrRSaiWMA/viewform

