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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Term dates can be found here: 2022/23 

Term 5  

Mon 8 May:  Bank Holiday - Academy Closed  

   Y10 PPEs (5 days) 

Tues 9 May:  Y10 PPEs (4 days) 

   Y11 MFL Speaking Exams (5 days) 

   Y13 Art Exams (3 days) 

Wed 10 May: Y13 Photography Exam (3 days) 

   Y13 Textiles Exam (3 days) 

Fri 12 May:  Design and Make Challenge Final 

   at BCA  

     

MSE’s Academy of Money - OpenLearn - 

Open University 

This is a 12hr financial literacy course from the OU / 

Martin Lewis but it can be split up and each of the 6 

(2hr) sections can be studied independently, so 

essentially the course can be 2hrs-12hrs. It is free 

and there is a certificate at the end. 

Topics include type of spender / borrowing money 

(all relevant) - each section is 2hrs and users can pick 

and choose what they study. 

Click here for further details. 

Planned Road Closure 

Thames Water have advised of essential planned 

repair work in the vicinity of the school, beginning 9 

May 2023 for 3 days. 

Please be advised that this will involve the closure of 

Surley Row (to the left as you exit the school gates) 

to Tredegar Road. 

https://www.instagram.com/highdownschool/
https://twitter.com/highdownschool/
https://www.facebook.com/emmergreeen/?ref=page_internal
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=17
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/money-business/mses-academy-money/content-section-overview?utm_source=mse&utm_campaign=ol&utm_medium=social&active-tab=description-tab&fbclid=IwAR3rtZetc2p692pyxecjDcuBMAgDxN5_zaaWEoewTduDzqtF6YhTsrvFaTk.


Absence Reporting 
 
Please notify us if your son/daughter is unable to 

attend either online or onsite lessons due to illness 

or other reason. 

Please report all absences using the Class 

Charts app rather than by telephone, email or 

ParentMail. We hope parents will find this 

route much more straightforward and 

efficient. You can find out more here: 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/

Information 

ParentMail Accounts 
 
We respectfully request all parents and carers 

regularly check their student’s dinner money 

balances to ensure they are in credit.  

At peak times, around mid-morning, it can take up 

to 2 hours for the monies to show on the account. 

Therefore, if you need to top them up, please 

allow time for these to be processed, we have 

found topping up in the evenings to be the 

quickest way to add monies to the account. 

Annual Award in Online Safety for Parents 

and Carers of Children aged 11-14 

Annual Award in Online Safety for Parents 

and Carers of Children aged 14-18 

We would like to encourage parents/carers to 

complete one of the following parent courses in 

National Online Safety, presented by Myleene 

Klass: 

 

The course takes about 40 minutes and leads you 

on a journey through a child’s digital habits, 

exploring the type of online world they are 

experiencing now, what risks they might be 

exposed to, and looks at what you can do to 

Safeguarding: National Online Safety Courses for Parents and Carers 

Leave of Absence 

Applications for leave of absence during term 

time must be made in advance by the parent/carer. 

Leave will only be authorised in exceptional 

circumstances and parents will be made aware that 

taking unauthorised leave of absence could lead to 

a Fixed Penalty Notice and/or prosecution. 

 

Holiday will not be authorised in term time. 

Application for Leave of Absence forms can be 

found here: 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/absence.  

Please complete and return to the school office.  

Latest News 
 
Please download our mobile website app to ensure you 

receive all the latest news. Click this link for further 

information. 

Problems with Class Charts 
 
If you are experiencing issues with accessing 

your Class Charts account, please contact 

vihamer@highdown.reading.sch.uk 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1803&type=pdf
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-11-14
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-11-14
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-14-18
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-14-18
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/absence
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/mobile-app


This is just one of the guides provided for parents/carers at https://nationalonlinesafety.com which is free to 

register with as a member of the Highdown community.  

Safeguarding and National Online Safety 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/


Please see our website to read the 

latest parent newsletter from Berkshire 

Healthcare in full or click on the 

following link: 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/

parents/medical 

Health and Wellbeing 

English Department 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2073&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2073&type=pdf


Performing Arts Level 3 Showcase 



Somewhere Over The Rainbow: A Concert for Charlie - Tickets now on sale! 

Get your tickets now for this family-friendly 

concert starting at 7pm on 24 June, at Highdown 

School. Reading Phoenix Choir is an excellent 

Berkshire choir which sings a wide range of music, 

and they will be joined by pupils from the Hill 

Primary School and Highdown, Charlie's two 

schools, for a really special evening. 

 

As many parents and students will know, Charlie 

Ilsley was a pupil at Highdown until he tragically 

died of a brain tumour in December 2020 at the 

age of 13. His family has recently set up a new 

charity, Team Charlie, set up in his memory. The 

charity is raising money for children in Berkshire 

and Oxfordshire who have brain tumours, giving 

grants for respite, providing gifts or treats, and 

making memories or a last wish come true. 

 

 

 

 

 

As Charlie died in the midst of lockdowns and Covid it was difficult for the community to come together in 

his memory. This concert is an opportunity to do this as well as raise money for this amazing charity and 

support Charlie's family. 

 

It will be a really special event, remembering Charlie's life through music. We would love to have lots of 

students, parents and members of the community there for an uplifting evening of great music, raising 

money for an even greater cause. 

 

Below is a link to Charlie's Story from Stand Up To Cancer, last shown on Channel 4 on Easter Sunday. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8hZDwzaKi0M 

 

See you there - book your tickets now! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8hZDwzaKi0M


Stars of the Week 

7C Andreea Caba 

7D Lucas Huynh 

7E Adarsh George 

7F Jack Curtayne 

7G Sam Campbell 

7H Tristan Melton 

7J Soraya Hyman-Straker 

7K Amelia Rogers 

7L Oliver Butcher 

8C Ueja Rukoro 

8D Brooke Elton 

8E Madison Elton 

8F Isla Tiplady 

8G Joseph Haylock 

8H John Vasilakos 

8J Zach Cross 

8K Yazan Chadli 

8L Isabelle Heaven 

9C Edward Bennett 

9D Cara Fothergill 

9E Ayman Adam  

9G Aniss Ghomari 

9H Theo Baker 

9J Alex McAndrew 

9K Cloe Harvey 

9L Jack Winder 

 

11C Rowan Linthwaite-Fone 

11D Ella Wignall 

11E Georgie Wilson 

11F George Fatus 

11G Gracie Coleman 

11H Natalie Benham 

11J David Fiddes 

11K Jessica Mullally 

11L William Casey 

 

10C Luke Seaman 

10D Sulav Nepali 

10E Digby Cresswell 

10F Will Scott 

10G Faye Fargus 

10H Alfie Smith 

10J Kiranpreet Lally 

10K Marina Vellani 

10L Benjamin Gander 

10M Nicole Maslin 

Literacy and Numeracy Challenge 



Library: The Hive 

Our online Library catalogue has had a 

special makeover to celebrate the 

Coronation! 

There is a wordsearch and information about the 

Royal Family, King Charles III, the Crown Jewels, and 

more.  

Click on the link to take a look: 

https://uk.accessit.online/hgh05/#!dashboard  

Here are some simple steps to access 

our ePlatform. 

 

https://uk.accessit.online/hgh05/#!dashboard


Free Revision Masterclass! 
 
Have you got your A-level and GCSE exams on the 

horizon? 

Come to our online Revision Masterclass with 

Liverpool John Moores University and: 

•  Create a personalised revision timetable   

•  Learn the most effective revision techniques  

•  Enhance your study skills. 

Careers Corner  

Langley College is 

putting on an 

apprenticeship 

recruitment fair, aimed 

at connecting local 

employers with 

students who may be 

thinking about doing 

an apprenticeship post

-16.  

The event is taking 

place during half-term 

week on Wednesday, 

31 May, from 10:30am

-2pm and anyone who 

is interested in 

attending can register 

via the QR code on the 

flier attached.  

On: 10 May 2023 at 6.30 - 7.30pm 

For: Students and parents of those in Years 10 to 13 

Register here: Microsoft Virtual Events Powered by 

Teams 

 

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/5b4f2d55-2ef6-43fb-8614-c92ecb51bea4@182a8b31-3dab-4b92-8bb8-9526911aeba0?goal=0_65c6d67e71-4c76a6ce1d-212209527&mc_cid=4c76a6ce1d&mc_eid=0816e3b5ee
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/5b4f2d55-2ef6-43fb-8614-c92ecb51bea4@182a8b31-3dab-4b92-8bb8-9526911aeba0?goal=0_65c6d67e71-4c76a6ce1d-212209527&mc_cid=4c76a6ce1d&mc_eid=0816e3b5ee


Careers Corner 

InvestIN Free Summer Webinar–Get 

career ready this summer!  

The summer holidays are a great chance for 

students to unwind but can also be a very useful 

time for them to upskill and prepare for their 

future careers.  

 

Both parents and students can join us for an 

evening webinar as we provide advice and 

guidance on how to succeed over the summer 

holidays, including: 

• What the job market looks like today and the 

key skills employers are looking for 

• Practical tips on what students can be doing 

over summer to get ahead in their career 

development 

• How InvestIN can support students in their 

careers over the summer holidays 

Alternative Training Provision for 
Students Interested in a Career in 
Mechanical Engineering 
 
Fast Forward Vocational Training and TeamSport 
Indoor Karting have teamed up to offer 
an alternative training provision in your local area. 
 
The provision will be based at your local 
TeamSport indoor karting track (Cradock Rd, 
Reading RG2 0EE).  
 
This STEM course aims to provide a line of sight to 
a future career in mechanical engineering and 
give the students experience in an active 
workplace, alongside TeamSport staff, 
whilst gaining a nationally recognised 
qualification in motor vehicle studies. 
  
We currently operate the provision in 20 cities 
and have seen great success engaging young 
people from mainstream schools and PRU’s, as 
well as helping to build the confidence and skills 
of students from SEN schools. 

This event will take place via Zoom at 18:00 UK 

time on Tuesday, 16 May. Recordings will be sent to 

all registrants, so interested parents and students 

should sign up even if they are unable to attend. 

Register here: Webinar Registration - Zoom 

Should you wish to contact a member of the team 
for further information or to book a visit or meeting 
with an instructor in your area, please use the 
following contact details:  
 
To book a visit or for student enrolment please 
contact:  
Bronwyn Holmes 07704096928 
admin@racewaytraining.co.uk  
 
For information on the curriculum and course 
content please contact:  
Samuel Izatt: 07857795491 
office@racewaytraining.co.uk 
Callum Thompson: 07753328926 
callumthompson@racewaytraining.co.uk 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_cFG5XaRbQkSmL55RlthTaA?utm_source=UK+SCHOOLS+MASTER&utm_campaign=6ebd1aadcb-bankersschoolmar_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bfccb03bbd-6ebd1aadcb-138976531&mc_cid=6ebd1aadcb&mc_eid=75d50d55a1#/registration
mailto:admin@racewaytraining.co.uk
mailto:office@racewaytraining.co.uk
mailto:callumthompson@racewaytraining.co.uk


Join Us 
We currently have the following support staff vacancies. Please follow the link here to the school website to find 

out more information. 

Work with us 

 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/support-staff-vacancies


Work with us 

  



Community 

Happy Weekend! 

Answer to Numeracy Puzzle 

C) Both A & B 

 
Explanation: 
The given number puzzle can be solved in two ways. 
 
Logic 1: 
Row 1  - 2 x 3 = 6 , 6 x 3 = 18 

Row 2  - 4 x 5 = 20 , 20 x 5 = 100 

Row 3  - 3 x 7 = 21 , 21 x 7 = 147 

Hence, the missing number could be 3. 
 
Logic 2: 
Row 1 - 6 x (2+1) = 18 

Row 2 - 20 x (4+1) = 100 

Row 3 - 21 x (6+1) = 147 

Hence, the missing number could be 6. 

Some of Highdown's Year 

12 students are taking part 

in the Big Sleep Out on 

Saturday, 13 May, where 

they will spend a night 

sleeping on the school 

fields in order to raise 

awareness of what the 

homeless go through on a 

daily basis.  

 

If you would like to donate, the link to the Just Giving page for donations 

can be found here: 

www.justgiving.com/page/highdown 

All money raised will go to the charity, Launchpad. 

 

Highdown School Big Sleep Out 2023 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/highdown-1678090841682?utm_source=copyLink&utm_medium=one_page&utm_content=page/highdown-1678090841682&utm_campaign=pfp-share&utm_term=01dabb60f49a4c42b6005daf21f5303c

