
HOUSE POINTS   

Caversham 138760 

Grove 134495 

Mapledurham 137409 

Rosehill 135539 

w/c 12 June 2023 Week B 

Follow us 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Term dates can be found here: 2022/23 

Term 6  

Wed 14 June: Yr 7 & 8 Junior Kangaroos and    

   Olympiad Maths Challenge 

   Yr 7 Athletics Competition 

Thurs 15 June: Yr 9 Vaccinations HPV 

   Yr 10 MFL PPEs 

Fri 16 June:   Yr 9 Vaccinations HPV 

   Yr 10 MFL PPE’s 

   Yr 12 Aiming High Trip to Oxford   

   University 

https://www.instagram.com/highdownschool/
https://twitter.com/highdownschool/
https://www.facebook.com/emmergreeen/?ref=page_internal
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=17


Young Carers Week: 5 - 11 June 2023 



This is just one of the guides provided for parents/carers at https://nationalonlinesafety.com which is free to 

register with as a member of the Highdown community.  

Safeguarding and National Online Safety 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/


Absence Reporting 
 
Please notify us if your son/daughter is unable to 

attend either online or onsite lessons due to illness 

or other reason. 

Please report all absences using the Class 

Charts app rather than by telephone, email or 

ParentMail. We hope parents will find this 

route much more straightforward and 

efficient. You can find out more here: 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/

Information 

ParentMail Accounts 
 
We respectfully request all parents and carers 

regularly check their student’s dinner money 

balances to ensure they are in credit.  

At peak times, around mid-morning, it can take up 

to 2 hours for the monies to show on the account. 

Therefore, if you need to top them up, please 

allow time for these to be processed, we have 

found topping up in the evenings to be the 

quickest way to add monies to the account. 

Annual Award in Online Safety for Parents 

and Carers of Children aged 11-14 

Annual Award in Online Safety for Parents 

and Carers of Children aged 14-18 

We would like to encourage parents/carers to 

complete one of the following parent courses in 

National Online Safety, presented by Myleene 

Klass: 

 

The course takes about 40 minutes and leads you 

on a journey through a child’s digital habits, 

exploring the type of online world they are 

experiencing now, what risks they might be 

exposed to, and looks at what you can do to 

Safeguarding: National Online Safety Courses for Parents and Carers 

Leave of Absence 

Applications for leave of absence during term 

time must be made in advance by the parent/carer. 

Leave will only be authorised in exceptional 

circumstances and parents will be made aware that 

taking unauthorised leave of absence could lead to 

a Fixed Penalty Notice and/or prosecution. 

 

Holiday will not be authorised in term time. 

Application for Leave of Absence forms can be 

found here: 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/absence.  

Please complete and return to the school office.  

Latest News 
 
Please download our mobile website app to ensure you 

receive all the latest news. Click this link for further 

information. 

Problems with Class Charts 
 
If you are experiencing issues with accessing 

your Class Charts account, please contact 

vihamer@highdown.reading.sch.uk 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1803&type=pdf
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-11-14
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-11-14
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-14-18
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-14-18
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/absence
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/mobile-app


Somewhere Over the Rainbow: A Concert for Charlie 

There are two weeks to go to get 

your tickets for Charlie’s concert on 

Saturday, 24 June at 7pm.  

At this special event, pupils from 

Highdown and the Hill Primary 

School, which Charlie previously 

attended, will sing together with 

Reading Phoenix Choir, including 

some of Charlie’s favourite songs. 

This is going to be an amazing 

evening and we want to raise lots 

of money for Team Charlie! There 

will be a cash bar in the interval. 

Team Charlie has been set up in 

Charlie’s memory and the charity 

raises money to provide grants for 

respite, gifts, create positive 

experiences and help make 

memories for families of children 

with brain tumours in Berkshire and 

Oxfordshire. 

Book your tickets here! 

www.teamcharlie.org.uk/events 

https://www.teamcharlie.org.uk/events


Year 7  

International Table Tennis Success for Theo! 

Over the final weekend in May, Year 7 student, 

Theo Kniep, competed in the Youth International 

Open in Mulhouse, where he achieved a bronze 

medal in the U13 event. 

In the tournament, Theo performed exceptionally 

well. He defeated England No 2 ranked player at the 

group stage but unfortunately lost to him in the 

semi-finals, who went on to win the event. He then 

beat England No 1 ranked player to secure a bronze 

medal. Theo is currently ranked No 4 in U12 in 

England.  

Theo and the rest of the England Futures Squad 

members also helped England to achieve Team of 

the Tournament!  

Well done Theo! 

Please click on the link to read the report from 

Table Tennis England about this event: 

https://www.tabletennisengland.co.uk/england-

youngsters-strike-gold-in-france/ 

https://www.tabletennisengland.co.uk/england-youngsters-strike-gold-in-france/
https://www.tabletennisengland.co.uk/england-youngsters-strike-gold-in-france/


Year 9 and 10 Trip to Station Hill Construction Site  

On Tuesday, as part of our Careers Development 
Programme, we took a group of Year 9 and 10 
students to the Station Hill construction site in 
Reading. Highdown was chosen to participate as 
part of a program of events for schools, funded by 
Reading’s Economic and Destination Agency 
(R.E.D.A.), which was an amazing opportunity and 
quite a rarity as construction companies rarely 
offer these sorts of trips to schools. Whilst there, 
the construction company Midgard Ltd gave 
students a Station Hill site tour alongside a Q&A 
session.  

The chance to visit a site and hear about employment 
opportunities within the construction industry was a 
fantastic opportunity to raise awareness of the 
multitude of career pathways in this sector and find 
out more about the development of our town. The 
students behaved fantastically and asked thoughtful 
questions throughout.  
 
Mr Lester and Dr Capaldi 



Literacy at Highdown: Book of the Week 

Literacy and Numeracy Challenge 

https://www.nytimes.com/games/wordle/index.html 

Literacy 

Numeracy 

mailto:https://www.nytimes.com/games/wordle/index.html


Library: The Hive 

Get into a series ready for the Summer! 

Are you looking for a series to get stuck into? Whether it be fantasy, action and adventure, mystery, 

historical, a laugh out loud series or real life, the Hive has a series to suit everyone. 

 

Real Life........ 

Casson Family Story Series –Hilary McKay 

When Saffy discovers, quite by accident, that she has been adopted, she is deeply upset, though the 

others assure her that it makes no difference at all. At Grandad's death he leaves something to each of 

the four Casson children. To Saffy, it is "her angel," although no one knows its identity. How Saffy 

discovers what her angel is, with the help of an energetic new friend, lies at the heart of this enchanting 

story. Unforgettable characters come alive in often deeply humorous and always absorbing events to be 

treasured for a long, long time. 

 

 

 
 

 

Horror and Supernatural........ 

Vampire Academy – Richelle Mead  (Young Adult series) 

Vampire Academy is a series of young adult paranormal romance novels by American author Richelle 

Mead. It tells the story of Rosemarie "Rose" Hathaway, a dhampir girl, who is training to be a guardian of 

her moroi best friend, Vasilisa "Lissa" Dragomir. 
 

 



Stars of the Week 

7C Jayden Allen 

7D Simion Kacesov 

7E Margot Smith 

7F Emily Mackie 

7G Charlotte Burgess 

7H Jack Shannon 

7J Aston Cargill 

7K Myka Mann 

7L Harrison Sturk 

 

 

8C Kokoro Yeung 

8D Alfie Dixon 

8E Summer Nicholls 

8F Reilly Buck 

8G Sian Shannon 

8H Callie Wenham 

8J Ellis Lowry 

8K Shaun Sunny 

8L Jacob Pottage 

 

 

 

9C Alice Critchfield 

9D Mohamed Idris 

9E Chun Hei Lai 

9F Henry White 

9G Harjovan Mattu 

9H Imogen Rosewell 

9J Oisin Thorne 

9K Lucy Ray 

9L George Chapman 

 

 

 

10C Ellie Bloxam 

10D Chrissie Ching 

10E Sophia Ng 

10F Noah Greenfield 

10G Hannah Redhead 

10H Shruthi Surendran 

10J Thivyan Sutharsan 

10K Ruby Tiwana 

10L Henry Beeney 

10M Renae Ifill 

 

 



Careers Corner 

Apprenticeships with the British Army 

Amazing Apprenticeships are working in partnership 

with the British Army to bring you a variety 

of exciting resources and information that will 

highlight the different apprenticeship 

opportunities available and what life as an Army 

apprentice is like, ranging from:  

• An exciting new film  

• A podcast feature 

• A series of webinars 

• Downloadable resources for students and     

parents/carers 

To find out more click on the link below: 

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/

apprenticeships-with-the-british-army/ 

Webinars 

14 June, 4pm 

For teachers/careers advisers and parents/carers 

Explore the apprenticeship opportunities available 

with the British Army and how to support your 

students/child to apply. 

 

7 November, 4pm 

For young people and those supporting them 

Find out more about AFC Harrogate and how the 

college helps 16-17 year olds prepare for a career 

in the Army and gain valuable skills. 

To register click here 

Routes into STEM careers 

Are you in Yr 9-10 and enjoying your Tech, Design, 

Maths or Science subject? Would you like to know 

what exciting future these subjects could lead to? 

Join EDT on their Routes into STEM virtual 

experience this summer and find out all 

about college, university, apprenticeships and 

careers in STEM.  

 

The experience provides a guided learning for you to 

work through the content flexibly during the course 

dates; you will also have a selection of tailor-made 

STEM projects and activities at your fingertips. A 

variety of live sessions will give you an opportunity 

to ask questions to the panels of experts, students 

and apprentices. 

You will have a unique opportunity to access 

content from universities, colleges and workshops 

delivered by companies. 

To find out more please click on the following link: 

https://www.etrust.org.uk/routes-into-stem-read-

more 

Premed Projects’ Healthcare Work 

Experience Course 

For all students aged 14-18 we have a weekly 

healthcare work experience course which runs 

every Monday evening at 7.30pm, live and online. 

 

Students can learn all about the application 

process for medicine and gain work experience in 

different medical topics each week too. Students 

also receive a certificate for their work experience 

that they can use in their university applications. 

 

All the sessions are available to watch for 30 days 

afterwards so if students can't make it on the day 

they can still watch back the sessions and obtain 

their certification. 

 

Sessions are every Monday evening, every week of 

the year. For students to obtain a free 1st month 

they just need to 

visit www.theweeklysurgery.com and use code 

WEEKLYFREE 

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/apprenticeships-with-the-british-army/
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/apprenticeships-with-the-british-army/
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/apprenticeships-with-the-british-army/
https://www.etrust.org.uk/routes-into-stem-read-more
https://www.etrust.org.uk/routes-into-stem-read-more
https://88qc8.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/bd0oJopavjyjQa89iyTc5F9RyyRz9othIL7aD9XVtbB5KI9GvX1RgVrOe8HWSt1xKpbDT4eKzyZM3FF1JTVYlEtZgJuLPpEMKCcwXjb7s8uGtPeaZSKX3jhzg3w06ysjC4qpvbgo0TUMmW-aA9sPyX59bQR6AUaLkI2XDH_G7T-AOFXfGIiCNifOFfeOgYns-kSfNs8FkSuLKK2V4WrMFCwG2g


Careers Corner 

FSP Academy Apprenticeship Roles and 

Webinar 

FSP Academy offers exciting internships, placements 

and graduate opportunities for ambitious talent 

seeking a stepping stone into IT consulting. 

We are hiring for three different roles: 

• Apprentice Business Consultant 

• Apprentice Data Analyst 

• Apprentice Software Developer 

 

International Women in Engineering Day 

Virtual Event 

Tuesday, 20 June, 5pm-7.30pm 

This online event is an excellent opportunity to 

expand your horizons, gain practical insights, and 

connect with like-minded individuals who share 

your passion for technology and engineering. It's a 

chance for us to celebrate International Women in 

Engineering Day together and foster a supportive 

community that empowers all aspiring engineers. 

 

Sign up now: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/

INWEDSpectrisTechGirlz 

These will lead to a level 3 qualification within 13 

months. 

We’re also hosting a webinar on Tuesday, 13 

June for students to get a flavour of what FSP is 

like. 

For further details please click on the link: 

https://fsp.co/fsp-academy/ 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/INWEDSpectrisTechGirlz
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/INWEDSpectrisTechGirlz
https://fsp.co/fsp-academy/


Join Us 
We currently have the following support staff vacancies. Please follow the link here to the school website to find 

out more information. 

Work with us 

 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/support-staff-vacancies


Work with us 

  



Community 

Happy Weekend! 

 

Emmer Green 5K & 10K and Mini-oak 
Challenge – Sunday, 25 June 2023 
  
The Emmer Green 10K run will take place on 
Sunday, 25 June. New for 2023 is a 5K distance, 
which is open to runners aged 12 and over (those 
under 16 must be accompanied by a running 
adult).  
 
Starting at 10am, the races start and finish at 
Emmer Green Primary School, looping out into 
the beautiful Oxfordshire countryside, along quiet 
country lanes and footpaths. All runners will 
receive a medal and a slice of the legendary 
flapjack! 

As per previous years, children under 12 can take 
part in the mini-oak challenge, running (or walking) 
laps of the school field (up to a maximum of 33 laps). 
  
The events are organised by the Emmer Green PTFA 
to raise vital funds for the primary school. 
To register please visit:   
https://www.emmergreen10k.org.uk/ 
 
If you do not want to run but would like to volunteer 
to help with this local fundraising event please get in 
touch with the organisers 
at: emmergreen10k@outlook.com 

Volunteers wanted for summer reading 
challenge: 
 
Reading Libraries is looking for young people aged 

14-18 who can encourage children to take part in 

this year’s summer reading challenge - Ready, Set, 

Read! Tasks will include discussing the books 

younger children have been reading and 

suggesting books they might like and assisting 

library staff with reading challenge events and 

craft activities. The library will provide training, 

supervision and support and it is a great 

opportunity to develop new skills and experience. 

 

 

The summer reading challenge will run between 8 

July – 2 September in all Reading libraries and 

volunteers will need to commit to a minimum of six 

sessions during that time. The closing date for 

applications is 21 July. 

 

For more information, and to apply, 

visit: Volunteering for our Summer Reading 

Challenge – Ready, Set, Read! - Reading Borough 

Council  

Answer to Numeracy Puzzle 

B) 7 

https://www.emmergreen10k.org.uk/
mailto:emmergreen10k@outlook.com
https://www.reading.gov.uk/leisure/libraries/volunteering-for-our-summer-reading-challenge/
https://www.reading.gov.uk/leisure/libraries/volunteering-for-our-summer-reading-challenge/
https://www.reading.gov.uk/leisure/libraries/volunteering-for-our-summer-reading-challenge/

