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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Term dates can be found here: 2022/23 

 

Term 6  Careers Spotlight Week 5: Experiences 
   of the Workplace 

 

All week:  Y10 Work Experience Week (Group 1) 

   Y12 Work Experience Week  

    

Mon 26 June: Y9/10 Spanish Trip (4 days) 

   KS3 Production rehearsal 

   Sixth Form Induction Day 

    

Tue 27 June: Athletics under 14 final 

   KS3 Production 7pm 

 

Wed 28 June: Y13 Prom Reading University Students’ 
   Union  

   KS3 Production 7pm  

 

Thurs 29 June: Dance Company Theatre Trip 

   Y6 Transition Day 

 

Charity Fundraising 

Well done to Tom Busby who ‘braved the shave’ for 

his house charity. 

Tom shaved his head for our ‘Great Get Together’ 

celebration and raised £50 for Caversham House 

charity, Young Minds. 

Thank you Tom and everyone who donated to a great 

cause! www.greatgettogether.org/2023 

Lost Property 

As we approach the end of the school year, we 

politely ask that any lost property be collected before 

the 14th July. 

We have many jackets, coats, jumpers, blazers and 

several other items, both named and unnamed. 

All unclaimed, non-uniform lost property remaining 

with us after the 14th July will be donated to charity. 

Thank you! 

https://www.instagram.com/highdownschool/
https://twitter.com/highdownschool/
https://www.facebook.com/emmergreeen/?ref=page_internal
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=17
https://www.greatgettogether.org/2023


This is just one of the guides provided for parents/carers at https://nationalonlinesafety.com which is free to 

register with as a member of the Highdown community.  

Safeguarding and National Online Safety 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/


Safeguarding and Wellbeing 

Please click the link to access their website: https://www.rbfrs.co.uk/your-safety/out-and-about/water-safety/ 

 

https://www.rbfrs.co.uk/your-safety/out-and-about/water-safety/
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Absence Reporting 
 
Please notify us if your son/daughter is unable to 

attend either online or onsite lessons due to illness 

or other reason. 

Please report all absences using the Class 

Charts app rather than by telephone, email or 

ParentMail. We hope parents will find this 

route much more straightforward and 

efficient. You can find out more here: 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/

Information 

ParentMail Accounts 
 
We respectfully request all parents and carers 

regularly check their student’s dinner money 

balances to ensure they are in credit.  

At peak times, around mid-morning, it can take up 

to 2 hours for the monies to show on the account. 

Therefore, if you need to top them up, please 

allow time for these to be processed, we have 

found topping up in the evenings to be the 

quickest way to add monies to the account. 

Annual Award in Online Safety for Parents 

and Carers of Children aged 11-14 

Annual Award in Online Safety for Parents 

and Carers of Children aged 14-18 

We would like to encourage parents/carers to 

complete one of the following parent courses in 

National Online Safety, presented by Myleene 

Klass: 

 

The course takes about 40 minutes and leads you 

on a journey through a child’s digital habits, 

exploring the type of online world they are 

experiencing now, what risks they might be 

exposed to, and looks at what you can do to 

Safeguarding: National Online Safety Courses for Parents and Carers 

Leave of Absence 

Applications for leave of absence during term 

time must be made in advance by the parent/carer. 

Leave will only be authorised in exceptional 

circumstances and parents will be made aware that 

taking unauthorised leave of absence could lead to 

a Fixed Penalty Notice and/or prosecution. 

 

Holiday will not be authorised in term time. 

Application for Leave of Absence forms can be 

found here: 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/absence.  

Please complete and return to the school office.  

Latest News 
 
Please download our mobile website app to ensure you 

receive all the latest news. Click this link for further 

information. 

Problems with Class Charts 
 
If you are experiencing issues with accessing 

your Class Charts account, please contact 

vihamer@highdown.reading.sch.uk 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1803&type=pdf
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-11-14
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-11-14
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-14-18
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/courses/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-14-18
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/absence
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/mobile-app


An Important Message from the PTA 

To all parents, guardians, and members of the school community 
  
As a PTA, we find ourselves at a crucial crossroad as we approach the end of this academic year. As you 
may be aware, the majority of the current members of the PTA will be bidding farewell, ready to pass on 
the baton. This is due to the committee members leaving school or having served the maximum time. 
  
The PTA has an impact on the students and teachers, through fundraising and organising social events for 
all, including student discos and quiz nights. 
  
The problem faced: 
The stark reality is that we are experiencing a shortage of new members stepping forward to join the 
team. If we’re unable to elect new PTA members at our upcoming Annual General Meeting (AGM) in 
September, we face the possibility of the PTA's closure. We need to fill the roles of Chair, Treasurer and 
Secretary at a bare minimum. 
  
The impact:   
If the PTA folds, there will no longer be additional funds raised for school – the funds that have supported 
(fully or partly) numerous school requests e.g. 
 

Calm space for the STAR centre 
Recycled picnic benches 
Laptops and visualisers 
Art supplies 
Textbooks 
Materials for motivational artwork for around the school by students 
Materials for the walled garden for the gardening club 
Y11 and Y13 leavers’ party contribution 
Quiz club resources        
School musical supplies 
Positive postcards for students  
Display boards   
Speaker system 
Sports equipment            
Careers initiatives            
Duke of Edinburgh supplies         

  
The absence of social events organized by our PTA would also be such a loss. 
  
The solution: 
Please consider stepping up and becoming the driving force behind our PTA's continued success. 
If you are interested, please inform us of your interest before the end of term so we can plan at the AGM 
to either continue or prepare to close the PTA. If we’ve spoken to you about this over the last few weeks, 
thank you for your interest and if you’d like to pursue this further, please let us know. 
  
If you would like to find out more about the roles, responsibilities and time input, please get in touch and 
one of the current members will get back to you.  
Highdown_PTA@outlook.com 

mailto:Highdown_PTA@outlook.com


Year 10  

Century Challenge 

Congratulations to Milly R, Milly F, 

Parham T, Olivia Y, Ollie D, Sonner S, 

Thivyan S, Elli B and Noah G for 

winning the Century Challenge! 

This was a science revision-based 

challenge and after a meeting with 

the headteacher, Ms Cave, they 

were given the prize of a copy of the 

book ‘What If?: Serious Scientific 

Answers to Absurd Hypothetical 

Questions’. 



Year 12  

Year 12 A Level Biology students did a tricky practical to see cells in mitosis (division) last week. Here are 

some photos of some of the students at work. 



Careers Corner 
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Careers Corner 

Elevate Summer Careers Fair 
Elevate careers service is holding an event for young people to find out about courses, apprenticeships 
and other work opportunities next month. 
The event is taking place on Tuesday 18 July, 11am-3pm, at the New Meaning’s warehouse at 28 Portman 
Road, Reading. RG30 1EA, which is close to the Portman Road Tesco store and is a 5-minute walk from 
the No 17 bus stop.  Parking is also available at the far end of Tesco’s car park. 
Organisations attending include Thames Water, John Lewis Partnership, Army Careers, Reading Borough 

Council and the NHS. Young people interested in attending should 

email: elevate@brighterfuturesforchildren.org. 

mailto:elevate@brighterfuturesforchildren.org


House Stars of the Week 

 CAVERSHAM HOUSE GROVE HOUSE 

ROSEHILL HOUSE 

C1 Edward Bennett 

C2 Alana O’Reilly   

C3 Libby Hasell  

C4 Bella Edwards   

C5 Zach Cross  

C6 Alex Igov  

C7 Felicity Pohler 

C8 Jagoda Brzezianska and Rachel Pine 

C9 Ayan Asgarova   

C10 Edward Kelsall  

C11 Ruby Riddington   

C12 Hadi Syed  

C13 Ruby Rogers 

G1 Eliza Adlem 

G2 Noah Greenfield, Jake Ng and Muayad 

 Mohamed 

G3 Ryan Chung 

G4 Maya Birru and Bárbara Basto de Lima   

G5 Ava Piercy   

G6 Lucas Huynh   

G7 Isabella Macias-Rodriguez and Beau Perry   

G8 Kai Booker   

G9 Holly Sarjeant and Mollie Whiteway   

G10 Hannah Drury   

G11 Annabel Moore and Alice Jolley  

G12 Isabelle Lee   

G13 Bee Highley and Adam Watts  
 

R1 Sreeya Kurup  

R2 Sinan Girgin  

R3 Jude Lambourne 

R4 Senna Kuiper   

R5 Luke Bloxam   

R6 Lauren Brewster  and Tilly Allen 

R7 Elsa Ferguson   

R8 James Bridge 

R9 Leo Pennycott   

R10 Mohamed Idris   

R11 Hannah Chandler  

R12 Leah Boulton-Smith 

R13 Finlay Buck 



Join Us 
We currently have the following support staff vacancies. Please follow the link here to the school website to find 

out more information. 

Work with us 

 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/support-staff-vacancies


Work with us 

  



Work with us 

Happy Weekend! 

 


