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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Term dates can be found here: 2023/24 

Term 1   

All Week:      
    
Mon 16 Oct:  Restart a Heart Day  
    Y10 ‘County Lines’  
   Performance 
 
Tue 17 Oct:  Open Morning   
       
Wed 18 Oct:  University Admission Tests 
   Y10 Learning Conference: A 
   New Adventure 
     
Thurs 19 Oct: University Admission Tests
   Y12 Geography Reading  
   Fieldwork   
   Y7 Mentor Evening 
  
Fri 20 Oct:  University Admission Tests 
   End of Term 1   

Following our busy Open Evening last week, we 
have been welcoming families and prospective 
Year 7 students to Highdown every morning this 
week for tours of the school. This is a really great 
way of getting to see the school in action and get 
a sense of our culture and ethos. It was lovely to 

receive such positive feedback from families at the end of their 
tours. After half term, on Thursday, 2 November, we move to 
thinking about our Year 11 students’ progression to post-16 
study, with our Sixth Form Subject Fair. Please do book your 
tickets for one of the time slots still available to come and find 
out more about the wide range of courses we have on offer. 
  
This week was our first House Week of the year, when students 
joined their peers from across the year groups to think about 
community. As part of the week, we collectively participated in 
our ‘Great Litter Pick’. I joined Year 9 on Wednesday afternoon 
to help keep our wonderful site as clean and tidy as possible. 
Thank you to everyone for helping and taking their role so 
seriously. 
  
It’s been a joy, as always, to visit lessons this week, to see 
students so engaged and proactive in their learning, as well as 
being really challenged in their thinking. Of course, it’s not all 
about the learning in the classroom! We’ve had a number of 
extra-curricular activities going on this week too. My thanks to 
the Performing Arts Team for organising, and to students 
performing in the Rock and Pop Concert and congratulations to 
our Under-14s Hockey Team for their performance in the 
County Plate Competition. We’ve also had some visits this week 
for our Computer Scientists going to EGX 2023 in London, and 
some students going to Williams Formula 1 Racing for the day. 
 
Wishing families, a relaxing weekend ahead! 

Mr M Grantham, Head of School 

https://www.instagram.com/highdownschool/
https://twitter.com/highdownschool/
https://www.facebook.com/emmergreeen/?ref=page_internal
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=17


This is just one of the guides provided for parents/carers at https://nationalonlinesafety.com which is free to 

register with as a member of the Highdown community.  

Safeguarding and National Online Safety 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/


Absence Reporting 
 
Please notify us if your son/daughter is unable to attend 

either online or onsite lessons due to illness or other 

reason. 

Please report all absences using the Class Charts app 

rather than by telephone, email or ParentMail. We 

hope parents will find this route much more 

straightforward and efficient. You can find out more 

here: 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/

download.asp?file=1803&type=pdf.    

Information 

ParentMail Accounts 
 
We respectfully request all parents and carers regularly 

check their student’s dinner money balances to ensure 

they are in credit.  

At peak times, around mid-morning, it can take up to 2 

hours for the monies to show on the account. 

Therefore, if you need to top them up, please allow 

time for these to be processed, we have found 

topping up in the evenings to be the quickest way to 

add monies to the account. 

Problems with Class Charts 

If you are experiencing issues with accessing 

your Class Charts account, please contact 

vihamer@highdown.reading.sch.uk 

Parking 

A polite reminder to all parents and carers when parking 

on roads to drop-off/collect your students, please be 

mindful to not block access to local homeowners’ 

driveways; not to park on double-yellow/yellow zig zag 

lines or to block the roads. This would be appreciated 

and would help ensure students can cross roads safely.  

 

 

 

 

 

SEND Guide for Parent Carers 

A quick and easy guide for parent carers of children and 

young people with special educational needs and/or 

disabilities. Click here to access the guide. 

 

Household Support Fund - applications open 

Reading residents on low incomes, who may be struggling with the cost of living, can now apply for financial aid 

from RBC’s Household Support Fund. Priority will be given to low-income households who are at higher risk of fall-

ing into crisis. Successful applicants will receive an initial payment of £125, although this is subject to change de-

pending on demand. 

Householders can apply for support on the council’s website at: https://www.reading.gov.uk/housing/money-

matters/household-support-fund/ 

Lost Property 

There are many items of lost property waiting to be 

reclaimed in the school office.  

Next week all items of lost property will be on display at 

student reception.  If your student has mislaid 

something, please ask them to come and have a look 

and reclaim their missing items. Thank you. 

 

Water Bottles 

As the seasons change, we urge all our student to keep 
well hydrated, as we would in the summer months. 
 
We want our students to stay well, and it is really 
important that we all look after our health. 
Please can you ensure that your students bring a water 
vessel to school, which they can refill and stay well 
hydrated throughout the school day. 
 

 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1803&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1803&type=pdf
https://servicesguide.reading.gov.uk/kb5/reading/directory/advice.page?id=Opb8WMTxPjc
https://www.reading.gov.uk/housing/money-matters/household-support-fund/
https://www.reading.gov.uk/housing/money-matters/household-support-fund/


Sporting Roundup 

U14 County Hockey Tournament 
 
Monday, 9 October saw the U14 Hockey Team take part in the County Hockey Tournament at Bradfield College. It 
was always going to be a hard tournament, as we were the only state school attending, but the squad held their 
own and improved throughout the day. 
The best results were a 0-0 draw against both The Abbey School and Crosfields School and their biggest defeat was 
only a 3-0 loss against the eventual joint winners, Bradfield and Pangbourne College.  
 
Their excellent team play, determination and resilience saw them finish 3rd in the Plate competition. 
 
Well done to everyone in the squad; Ayan A, Isabelle B, Aishah B, Reilly B, Imogen C, Lara G-S, Imogen H, Emma K, 
Zoë K, Isabel L, Khyra L, Ava P and Evie S and our non traveling reserves, Katy H and Stella S. 
 
Miss Clark 

Year 10 Rugby Team 
 
Well done to the year 10 Rugby team who performed excellently in their fixtures earlier this week, drawing a game 
they could have so easily won with Forest school and then putting in a dominant performance against Maiden 
Erlegh School, Wokingham, winning by 4 tries. After a tough start against The Piggott School and Bohunt School last 
week, the boys have remained upbeat, trained well and it all paid off in yesterday’s fixtures. All the boys played 
very well but a special mention goes to captain Max Negro-Halpin, Joel Fenning and man of the match Charlie Baker 
who only started playing in the rugby team for fun, with no intention of playing in fixtures and he was possibly one 
of the bravest on the pitch, going on darting runs and putting in some solid tackles. 
  
Once again fantastic effort from all the boys in year 10! 
  
Mr Gordon, Dr Brown and Mr Stickley 



Year 9 and Year 11 

Chinese Culture Trip to The British Museum and China Town 

Year 9 and Year 11 Chinese students went to London to the British Museum and 
China Town for their Culture Trip on Monday, 9 October 2023. Students had a 
great time exploring the Museum and Chinatown for Chinese Culture. 

 



Library: The Hive 



Design and Technology 

Numeracy Puzzle 

Here are some sequences. What comes next in each sequence: 
 

a)  2, 4, 6, 8, 10 … 

b)  1, 2, 4, 8, 16 … 

c)  1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13 … 

d) 1, 4, 9, 16, 25, 36 … 

e)  A, C, E, G, I, K, M … 

f)  A, E, I, M, … 

g) J, F, M, A, M, J, J … 

h) O, T, T, F, F, S, S, E, …? 



House Stars of the Week 

 CAVERSHAM HOUSE 

C1 Michael Foulkes 

C2 Thomas Leach 

C3 George Gealy 

C4 Marcus Gomes Rosa 

C5 Liam James 

C6 Evie Sills 

C7 Scarlett Mendham 

C8 Ostin Malaj 

C9 Noah Flint 

C10 Lenny Rogers 

C11 Megan Brooks 

C12 Jack Bell 

C13 Therene Kejang 

GROVE HOUSE 

G1 Darcey Jones 

G2 Sam Escott 

G3 Sam Beauchamp 

G4 Amelia Beard 

G5 Phoebe Hinchmore 

G6 Lucas Huynh 

G7 Beau Perry 

G8 Xavier Nath 

G9 Amaan Mohammad 

G10 Lara Newton and Ollie England 

G11 Jasper Gilchrist 

G12 Ryan Vickery 

G13 Arjun Sandhu and Kez Mehmet 

ROSEHILL HOUSE 

R1 Valentina Robinson 

R2 Harry Friday 

R3 Saurav Joshi 

R4 Béa Culetto 

R5 Malek Istatiah 

R6 Nathan Davies 

R7 Isabelle Bucksey 

R8 James Bridge 

R9 Yonatan Girdler 

R10 Ethan Yim 

R11 Ella Werts 

R12 Lilian Moore 

R13 Eason Wu 

MAPLEDURHAM HOUSE 

M1 Ruby Bonnett 

M2 Maisie Hackett 

M3 Matti Edlind 

M4 Sushanth Vangala 

M5 Nicola Nadworna-Jada 

M6 Jerome Jones 

M7 Arthur King 

M8 William Newbury 

M9 Ashis Tamang 

M10 Iryna Parickuk 

M11 Phoebe Linthwaite-Fone 

M12 Ben Attwood-Brown 

M13 Connor James 



PTA News 

The popular annual disco is a great chance 

for students in Years 7 and 8 to have fun 

with their friends and make new ones. 

DJ, disco lights, and a tuck shop (students 

must bring cash if they'd like to purchase 

anything). 

Online ticket sales close at midnight Sunday 

29th of October.  Tickets can be bought at 

the door for £5. 

The PTA are always looking for helpers, support and ideas.  
 
If parents would like to get involved please 
email highdown_PTA@outlook.com. 
  
The PTA would also like to pass on its thanks & gratitude to 
the amazing outgoing committee: 
 
Laura Harmsworth      Chair 
Hayley Rumble            Treasurer 
Alex Humphreys          Secretary 

mailto:highdown_PTA@outlook.com


Examinations Invigilator 

£10.79 per hour, Flexible hours 

We are looking to expand our team of invigilators to 

support the running of internal and external 

examinations. 

You should enjoy working as part of a team and an 

interest in working in a school is essential. This will 

ideally suit responsible, punctual, calm, organised 

and approachable individuals. Full training will be 

provided. 

Full details and an application form can be accessed 

via our website.  

 

Learning Support Assistant 

Full time, term time only plus 2 staff training days, 

8.30am-3.15pm 

(NJC P3-4) Actual salary £14,968pa 

Part time hours would be considered 

You will need a high level of interpersonal skills, be 

well motivated and enthusiastic about working 

alongside young people. You will also have an 

excellent standard of literacy and numeracy. 

Funding is available for further training to obtain 

Qualified Teacher Status. 

For more information please click here. 

Design and Technology Technician 

NJC Point 5-6, £7837 (actual salary) 

16 hours per week (term time only) or full time 

considered to include some site duties. 

We will be looking to appoint a hard-working, 

committed and friendly Technician to join our 

Design and Technology Department. You will 

provide general support to the Curriculum Leader 

and other members of the team. Experience of 

working in a similar role is desirable. 

Full details and an application form can be accessed 

via our website.  

Work With Us 

Leisure Attendant 

Casual/part-time positions. Evenings and 

weekends. 

Up to £10.18ph dependent on experience and 

qualifications. 

We are seeking to appoint Leisure Attendants to 

join our dedicated team. You will have responsibility 

for supervising the use of the sports centre facilities 

whilst maintaining high standards of cleanliness and 

customer service.  No previous experience is 

necessary as training will be provided, but an 

interest in fitness is an advantage. 

 

Applications will be considered on receipt. 

 

Full details and an application form can be accessed 

via our website. 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1969&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/support-staff-vacancies
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2157&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2157&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2239&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2239&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2282&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2282&type=pdf


Careers Corner 

We are delighted to announce the return of our annual Careers Fair for students in 
Years 9-13, and their families. The fair is on Thursday, 16 November from 6pm-8pm. 

 

Further details will be sent nearer the time, however we are, at the moment, looking 
for companies to attend the Careers Fair to meet with students and talk about their 

organisation/industry, what routes are taken to get into the industry, what it is like to 
work in that industry, etc.  It is also a fantastic opportunity for companies to advertise 

any Apprenticeships they may have! 

 
If you, someone you know, or the organisation you work for would like to 

book a stand at this event please fill in this form:  

https://forms.office.com/e/s0Jk4gzd8D  

or contact careers@highdown.reading.sch.uk 

You can also scan this QR code which will  take you to the form. 

 
 
 

Thursday 16 

November 

2023 

6pm-8pm 

Highdown Careers 
Fair 

 Can you help? 

Get your FREE university guide for parents and carers. 
 
Success at School's University Guide 2023/24 is packed full of advice to help support your child in 
making the best choices for them. 
 
Download your free copy here: Get Your Downloadable 2023/24 Parents' University Guide 
(successatschool.org) 

https://forms.office.com/e/s0Jk4gzd8D
https://mc.successatschool.org/university23?goal=0_65c6d67e71-d4bb6be747-212209527
https://mc.successatschool.org/university23?goal=0_65c6d67e71-d4bb6be747-212209527


Careers Corner 

UCAS Conferences for students interested in becoming Doctors 

The Get into Medicine UCAS Conference is a comprehensive guide to the medical application process for students 
in Years 10-12. The doctors and medical students will cover: 

• Application Timelines        Upcoming dates: 

• How to Tactically Choose Medical Schools     Saturday, 28 October 

• CV Building          Saturday 29, October 

• Personal Statements        Sunday 4 November 

• Medical School Interviews 

• UCAT—Entrance Exams to Medical School 

• Medical Leadership and Awards Programmes 

• Accessing Work Experience 

• Accessing Scholarships 

Format for the day: 
 
• 9:30-10.00 Registration 
• 10.00-11:00 Quick introduction to Medic Mentor, overview of the day, competition ratios, application 

timeline, Awards and Scholarships 
• 11:00-11:15 Break 
• 11.15-11.45 Introduction to the UCAS application form and entry requirements 
• 11.45-12.15 Interactive CV building exercise and exclusive access to leadership, research, presentation, 

publication, prizes and scholarship opportunities 
• 12.15-12.30 Top tips form a successful applicant (medical student) 
• 12:30-12:45 Break 
• 12.45-13.30 How to write the perfect personal statement 
• 13.30-13.45 Break 
• 13.45-14.10 Entrance exams - how to ace the UCAT 
• 14.10-14.30 How to prepare for Medical School interviews 
• 14.30-15.00 Top tips form a successful applicant (medical student) and next steps  
 

Conference registration form: https://airtable.com/appgXnyzN5ZD9lwk6/shry7MZYttMGPjvO 

One booking = one booking for a student + their parent/carer. 

 Students will be awarded a certificate of attendance which can be listed on their Medical School UCAS applications 

for ‘activities that support higher education’. 

Please click the link below to read our student reviews: 

https://medicmentor.org/successful-student-journeys-reviews/ 

Answer to Numeracy Puzzle 

A) 12,14,16  - Even numbers  

B) 32, 63 - Doubling 

C) 21,34- Add the last two 

D) 49, 6 - Square Numbers 

 

E) O, Q - Miss every other letter 

F) Q, U - Miss 3 letters 

G) A, S - Months of year 

H) N, T - First letters of counting numbers 

https://airtable.com/appgXnyzN5ZD9Iwk6/shry7MZYtt3MGPjvO
https://medicmentor.org/successful-student-journeys-reviews/


Community 

Happy Weekend! 


