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Rosehill 59746 
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Follow us 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Term dates can be found here: 2023/24 

Term 2   

All Week:  Y11 PPEs    
    
Mon 4 Dec:  Y13 PPE 
 
Tue 5 Dec:  Y13 PPEs 
   Y9 Peter Pan Goes Wrong 
   Theatre Trip 
    
Wed 6 Dec:  Y13 Art/Textiles PPEs 
   
Thurs 7 Dec:  Y13 Art/Textiles PPEs 
   Christmas Concert Rehearsals
   Flu vaccinations 
   Christmas Concert 7pm 
    
Fri 8 Dec:  Y13 Art/Textiles PPEs  
   Reading Climate Change  
   Conference 

Happy 1sDecember!  
It’s certainly feeling a little festive at 
Highdown with our crisp and glistening 
grounds shining in the moonlight, the 
Christmas tree lighting up the main 
reception area, Christmas Jumper Day, and 

our annual Christmas Concert coming up next week! We 
hope families can join us at the Christmas concert to 
enjoy a wonderful evening of music. Tickets are available 
on the door. 
  
We also had our inaugural Student Christmas Fair this 
afternoon, which was an absolutely lovely way to end 
the week. Thank you to our PTA for their support with 
this event and to our fantastic student leaders for their 
organisation. Our students had prepared a wide range of 
goodies for sale – thank you to all involved. 
  
Congratulations to our Year 11 Rugby squad for their 
tremendous efforts against The Oratory School earlier 
this week. It was a close game, but unfortunately, we 
got pipped to the post. Our students were fantastic 
ambassadors for our school. 
  
Have a great weekend everyone! 
 
M A Grantham 
Head of School 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.instagram.com/highdownschool/
https://twitter.com/highdownschool/
https://www.facebook.com/emmergreeen/?ref=page_internal
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1927&type=pdf


Christmas is coming! 



Absence Reporting 
 
Please notify us if your son/daughter is unable to attend 

either online or onsite lessons due to illness or other 

reason. 

Please report all absences using the Class Charts app 

rather than by telephone, email or ParentMail. We 

hope parents will find this route much more 

straightforward and efficient. You can find out more 

here: 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/

download.asp?file=1803&type=pdf.    

Information 

ParentMail Accounts 
 
We respectfully request all parents and carers 

regularly check their student’s dinner money balances 

to ensure they are in credit.  

At peak times, around mid-morning, it can take up to 2 

hours for the monies to show on the account. 

Therefore, if you need to top them up, please allow 

time for these to be processed. We have found 

topping up in the evenings to be the quickest way to 

add monies to the account. 

Problems with Class Charts 

If you are experiencing issues with accessing your Class 

Charts account, please contact 

office@highdown.reading.sch.uk 

The Highdown Herald 

The latest edition of our student led newspaper, 

The Highdown Herald is now available to view of 

our website.  

The Health Bus 

NHS Berkshire Healthcare have launched their 

very first Health Bus to bring their services direct 

to our community. 

The bus will be at Tesco Portman Road on Friday 
15 December from 9.30-11.30am. Parents need to 
complete a form to be able to access this clinic 
and it is appointment only. If you are having any 
difficulties, please contact: 
 westschoolimms@berkshire.nhs.uk. 

SEND Local Offer Newsletter 
 
The new look SEND Local Offer newsletter winter 
edition is here. This edition is packed full of 
information, blogs, updates from the sector and 
much more. Please feel free to send any feedback 
on the latest edition or suggestions for future 
editions to fis@reading.gov.uk. 

 

REMINDER TO YEAR 8  

Friday ,1 December is the deadline for the year 8 

Rhos-Y-Gwaliau trip; the online form can be found 

at: https://forms.office.com/e/cUAfdAkQpd.  

 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1803&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1803&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/page/?title=Highdown+Herald&pid=433
https://www.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/20195
mailto:westschoolimms@berkshire.nhs.uk
https://servicesguide.reading.gov.uk/kb5/reading/directory/advice.page?id=e5bFa_-HYLU
https://servicesguide.reading.gov.uk/kb5/reading/directory/advice.page?id=e5bFa_-HYLU
mailto:fis@reading.gov.uk
https://forms.office.com/e/cUAfdAkQpd


Year 8 

Congratulations to the students listed below who have been awarded P4s by Ms Cave for their exemplary 
readiness to learn.  Their commitment to learning shines through, not only propelling their academic achievements 
but also serving as a beacon of inspiration for their peers and our Hightown community. 

Mrs Taylor  

Head of Achievement, Year 8 

 

8G - George G   

8L - Noah F   

8D - Leah F   

8E - Alice G   

8C - Yonatan G   

8D - Vedant J   

8J - Jamie L   

8J - Riley S   

8J - Freya W   



Year 8 

Year 8 University of Reading Trip 
 
Twelve Year 8 students enjoyed a day at the University of Reading learning about the fun and interesting 
opportunities further education can provide. We enjoyed the "Chemistry of Chocolate", campus tours, a jousting 
competition (won by Alana O R) and a well received ‘all-you-can-eat’ lunch buffet. 
 
Thank you to the students for being such great Highdown representatives and Mrs Rackley for accompanying us to 
the campus. 
 
Mr Hutchinson 



Year 11 and Year 13: Top Tips For Helping Your Child Revise 

Top tips for helping your child succeed 
in their learning  
  
As the winter PPE season has now started and 
exams are closer than you'd care to think, you 
may be wondering what you can do to help 
your child succeed.   
  
Last week’s newsletter had links to advice and 
guidance about the benefits of retrieval 
practice and how quick low stake quizzes 
can help retain information for longer and 
even transfer information to the long-
term memory.   
  
This week I’d like to share the benefits 
of knowing what NOT to do.  
 
In students’ bid to find out what works best to 
maximise their learning and performance, it is 
also important to minimise the strategies that 
don’t. These are the banana skins of learning, 
short term strategies that appear useful, but 
they are not. By becoming aware of the 
common mistakes children make, they can 
learn more efficiently and effectively, which 
means both less stress and better grades. We 
all want the best for our young people – so 
let’s work together and be explicit about 
possible mistakes they could make without 
realising it.  
 
Further information if you would like it is here: 
https://blog.innerdrive.co.uk/10-common-
student-mistakes?utm_campaign=Student%
20Workshops&utm_content=272345168&utm
_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&hss_ch
annel=tw-85885295  

https://blog.innerdrive.co.uk/10-common-student-mistakes?utm_campaign=Student%20Workshops&utm_content=272345168&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&hss_channel=tw-85885295
https://blog.innerdrive.co.uk/10-common-student-mistakes?utm_campaign=Student%20Workshops&utm_content=272345168&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&hss_channel=tw-85885295
https://blog.innerdrive.co.uk/10-common-student-mistakes?utm_campaign=Student%20Workshops&utm_content=272345168&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&hss_channel=tw-85885295
https://blog.innerdrive.co.uk/10-common-student-mistakes?utm_campaign=Student%20Workshops&utm_content=272345168&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&hss_channel=tw-85885295
https://blog.innerdrive.co.uk/10-common-student-mistakes?utm_campaign=Student%20Workshops&utm_content=272345168&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&hss_channel=tw-85885295


Highdown Rugby 2023 Update 

A BIG Thank You to PE Staff (A Gordon, A Patten, S Thompson) for giving up considerable time in running  

numerous Pre-School, Lunchtime and Post School Training Sessions. 

 

2023 Results 

U12 Mr S Thompson  Played 7     Won 0      Drew 0     Lost 7     Points for 36     Points against 87 

Used 45 players Most Valuable Player: Fletcher Jenkins, Most Improved Player: Jasper Gilchrist, Team Player: 
Benjamin Girdler. 

The youngest team in the school played the most games and towards the end of the season began to show considerable 
potential as a more settled team emerged. We have every confidence that next year will see them progress as a team that 
plays with enthusiasm and eventually will develop into a good rugby team with continued application and focussed effort. 

 

U13 Mr A Patten  Played 5     Won 5     Drew 0     Lost 0     Points for 47     Points against 18 

Promoted from Division 2 to Division 1. Won Wallingford 7’s.  Most Valuable Player: Lewis Bridge  

Most Improved Player: Munahid Mohamed, Team Player: Xav Carter. 

A group full of characters who were unfortunate not to have the opportunity to play the premier division, as last year, 
because they did not play all their allocated league games. The team that trained with greatest regularity in the morning 
sessions and embraced the concepts of principles of play and functional playing roles. The team was rarely threatened on 
the field of play and won promotion with ease and will become a top performing team next year. 

 

U14 Dr T Browne Played 6     Won 6     Drew 0     Lost 0     Points for 88     Points against 18 

Finalist  Beat Bohunt 15-12, Lost to Forest 12-15 in Final Runners Up. Development players:  Samuel Franklin, 
Ethan James.   Wallingford 7’s Runners Up (2nd)  Most Valuable Player:  Bailey Lamden, Most Improved Player: Harry 
Davies, Team Player: Euan Boarder. 

The most eager group of players on the Highdown programme, however the lack of finishing cost the group dearly.  
Nevertheless, the team continued to train with purpose and enthusiasm.  They improved their understanding of sequential 
action and consequence, cause and effect and risk taking. A enthusiastic group who will develop and enjoy playing  a 
particular brand of rugby next year as they develop as tactical decision makers.  

 

U15 Mr A Gordan Played 7     Won 5      Drew 0     Lost 2     Points for 54     Points against 34 

Finalist 3rd Position Most Valuable Player: Max Negro-Halpin, Most Improved Player: Charlie Baker, Team Player: Luke 
Vickery. 

Candidates for Team of the Year given the improvement and journey the team have been on.  Last year they did not play 
but encouraged by Mr A Gordon this merry band grew amazingly and developed into dominant play at “home/pick and drive 
team”. A no-nonsense direct style of play saw them gain a place in the finals and we are confident about next year.  

 

U16 Dr T Browne Played 11 Won 10     Drew 0   Lost 1    Points for 138  Points against 32 

 “Threepeat” Played 31 Won 30     Drew 0    Lost 1      

Champions Semi Finals beat The Willink School 7-21 Finals beat  St Crispin School 0-12. Development Players, Ben 
Bridge, Julius Hormigo, Marlowe Rundle.  Wallingford 7’s Runners Up (2nd) Most Valuable Player: Marlowe Rundle, Most 
Improved Player: Zain MacDonald, Team Player: Ollie Dew. 

The U16 group successfully managed a “threepeat” winning the Reading Title three years in a row playing a muscular brand 
of rugby. Adopting a direct team pattern and profile, dominating opponents with the simple application of applying 
pressure and go forward. The group’s positive culture meant that the team played in the Berkshire Cup with a quarter final 
appearance against The Oratory School (Away), during which the team experienced a high exposure to rugby at another 
level, eventually going down 24-29.  

 

Next year it is hoped to extend the season by playing teams outside the Reading League; look to playing at more 
tournaments and investigate the possibility of tour games. Pre-season skills and positional clinics will also feature in next 
year’s programme.  Note:  New playing strip photographs for all squad members will be arranged within the next few 
weeks with playing record and all team squad names recorded. Winter Training: Fitness training Tuesday and skills training 
on Thursday before school. THANKS to the many parents for continually supporting the different games and tournaments 
and arranging transport to games and training throughout the year. Thanks also to the coaching staff of teachers who 
have demonstrated commitment above and beyond expectation and this is reflected in the success experienced by all 
teams. 



Library / The Hive 



House Stars of the Week 

Try this numeracy problem at home, if you 
think you have an answer, submit it to us 
using the given link or QR code! 
 
At the moment we have had great responses 
from Team Leung and Team Miranda 
  
The answer to the last problem was that you 
will end up getting to the gate faster if you 
tie your shoe on the travelator rather than 
off it. 
https://forms.office.com/e/
jX1H1N3pii 

Numeracy Puzzle 

7C Advika Badkur   

7D Ethan Amos  

7E Eden Whitington  

7F Elspeth McLaren  

7G Cindy Da Cruz Costa  

7H Aimee Yeung  

7J Fejiro Orife  

7K Rie Bracewell  

7L Zoe Eighteen  

8C Belle Grant 

8D Irem Akverdi  

8E Alice Gomm  

8F Vanessa Han  

8G Nelly Anscomb  

8H Florence Hastings  

8J Soraya Hyman-Straker  

8K James Taylor  

8L Baker Keating  

10C Sean Curtayne  

10D Jingru Goma  

10E Muhammadu Sy  

10F Chloe Gritten 

10G Lewis Harte 

10H Tsz Kiu Chan  

10J Nilo Lambert 

10K Aleksandar Cvetkov 

10L Thomas Kahl  

   

11C Isabel Church 

11D Chrissie Ching 

11E Digby Cresswell 

11F Ellie Houghton 

11G Olivia Yearwood 

11H Ishaq Riaz 

11J Katie Ma 

11K Aurora Knight 

11L Senna Kuiper 

11M Renae Ifill 

9C Eddy Leach 

9D Arthur Parkes 

9E Sonia Vetsko 

9F Lexi Godsell 

9G Rishwith Vipperla 

9H Lottie Borgeaud 

9J Zachary Dolby 

9K Evie Johnson 

9L Samuel Boughton 

Miss Robinson’s Bonus: 

9L Rohan Hinds 

 

You are trapped in a room with a friend in 
the room next door. 
 
You are told you can only go free if you 
complete this challenge. 
 
You are given a coin each. You will both be 
told to flip the coin in your rooms. After 
the flip, you must guess what side the 
OTHER person’s coin landed on. 
 
You have to do this 10 times, and at least 
one of you must be correct every time. 
You are given some time to discuss a plan 
first... what should your plan be? 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=ayU9EVqymUaKdjDv2tH8N8Y0e0ncM1ZEiEYzpKGaePRURFdYU0lRWFhaOFYxOUtUU0I1SURQMk1TMC4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=ayU9EVqymUaKdjDv2tH8N8Y0e0ncM1ZEiEYzpKGaePRURFdYU0lRWFhaOFYxOUtUU0I1SURQMk1TMC4u


Careers Corner 

2024 Microsoft Apprenticeships 

Register your interest now and find out as soon as roles are 

available for application. 

Interviews are in January and February 

Microsoft.getmyfirstjob.co.uk 

Register here to secure your place 

https://microsoft.getmyfirstjob.co.uk/Search/Job/241945/microsoft/various-locations/register-your-interest---2024-microsoft-appre?mkt=494
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/careers-in-business-expo-hosted-by-acca-and-success-at-school-tickets-709422540917?aff=oddtdtcreator&utm_source=eventbrite&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=expoevent&utm_content=uk&utm_source=Success+at+School+Student+Registr


The newsletter is also available to read on our website 

Berkshire Maestros November Newsletter 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2356&type=pdf


Team Charlie 



Examinations Invigilator 

£10.79 per hour, Flexible hours 

We are looking to expand our team 

of invigilators to support the 

running of internal and external 

examinations. 

You should enjoy working as part of 

a team and an interest in working in 

a school is essential. This will ideally 

suit responsible, punctual, calm, 

organised and approachable 

individuals. Full training will be 

provided. 

Full details and an application form 

can be accessed via our website.  

Teacher of English 

Main Scale, Full and Part time 

positions for September 2024 start 

We are looking for an outstanding, 

passionate and dynamic practitioner 

to join our highly successful and well-

resourced English department of 12 

staff. This post would be suitable for 

either an ECT or an experienced 

teacher. A willingness to teach across 

all years and abilities is essential. 

You should be a highly motivated and 

successful individual who is willing to 

contribute to all aspects of the school 

vision and the many enrichment 

activities that the department offers. 

Full details and an application form 

can be accessed via our website 

Work With Us 

Teacher of Physical 

Education 

Main Scale Full time/part-time.  

Required for January 2024 

This is an excellent opportunity for 

an enthusiastic and well-qualified 

teacher of Physical Education to 

join a successful department with 

excellent resources and facilities. A 

willingness to teach across all years 

and abilities is essential. We 

welcome applications from ECTs, 

for whom we have a superb 

induction programme.  

The successful candidate should be 

a highly motivated and successful 

practitioner who is willing to 

contribute to all aspects of the 

school vision and the many extra-

curricular activities that the 

department offers.  

 

Full details and an application form 

can be accessed via our website. 

Senior Leisure Attendant 

Part-time position, evenings and 

weekends 

Up to £11.50ph dependent on 

experience and qualifications. 

We are seeking to appoint a Senior 
Leisure Attendant to join our 
dedicated team. You will have level 
2 fitness instructing or preferably 
level 3 personal training, working 
mainly weekends and some 
evenings during the week. 

You will have responsibility for 
supervising the use of the sports 
centre facilities whilst maintaining 
high standards of cleanliness and 
customer service. No previous 
experience is necessary as training 
will be provided, but an interest in 
fitness is an advantage.  

Full details can be accessed on our 
website. 

  

Teacher of Maths 

Main Scale, Full and Part time 

positions for September 2024 start 

We are looking for an outstanding, 

passionate and dynamic practitioner 

to join our highly successful and well-

resourced Maths department of 12 

staff. A willingness to teach across all 

years and abilities is essential. Maths 

and Further Maths are very popular 

subjects at A level. We welcome 

applications from ECTs, for whom we 

have a superb induction programme. 

Full details and an application form 

can be accessed via our website 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2254&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/support-staff-vacancies
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2351&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2351&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2303&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2303&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2303&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2300&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2300&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2352&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2352&type=pdf


The Big Ambition 

 



Community 

Happy Weekend  


