




















Fundraising 

HIGHDOWN SCHOOL AND SIXTH FORM CENTRE 

(A company limited by guarantee) 

GOVERNORS' REPORT (CONTINUED) 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2023 

The academy raises funds each year for causes chosen by students. We also raise additional funds via school 
fund contributions ensuring these activities conform to recognised standards. This is monitored by the Finance, 
Staffing & Premises Committee. There have been no complaints 2022-23 and all donations are voluntary. The 
PT A also raises funds for the academy. 

The academy does not use any external fundraisers. All fundraising is monitored by the trustees and form part 
of our accounts. 

Plans for future periods 

The Academy's vision is to continue to be a creative, dynamic and exciting school where children value learning. 
This is supported by a highly motivated, committed team of staff who's resources include a clean and safe 
environment, excellent resources and training and opportunities aimed to fully meet their needs and aspirations. 

Future plans, which include provision of a specialist sixth form centre, a sports hall and additional classrooms 
are driven by this. The Academy works with other schools and universities to provide quality Initial Teacher 
Training and further research opportunities thus supporting the next generation of teachers and endorsing a 
committee to academic excellence and lifelong learning. 

These plans are constrained by inadequate public funding. 

Funds held as custodian on behalf of others 

Neither Highdown School and Sixth Form Centre nor the Governing Body are acting as third party custodial 
trustees. 

Disclosure of information to auditor 

Insofar as the Governors are aware: 

o there is no relevant audit information of which the charitable company's auditor is unaware, and
0 that Governors have taken all steps that they ought to have taken to make themselves aware of any 

relevant audit information and to establish that the auditor is aware of that information. 

Auditor 

The auditor, Crowe U.K. LLP, has indicated his willingness to continue in office. The designated Governors will 
propose a motion reappointing the auditor at a meeting of the Governors. 

The Governors' report, incorporating a strategic report, was approved by order of the Board of Governors, as the 

company directors, on 7 December 2023 and signed on its behalf by: 

Prof A Rajantie 
(Chair of Governors) 
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HIGHDOWN SCHOOL AND SIXTH FORM CENTRE 

(A company limited by guarantee) 

GOVERNANCE STATEMENT (CONTINUED) 

The risk and control framework (continued) 

In particular, it includes: 
• comprehensive budgeting and monitoring systems with an annual budget and periodic financial reports

which are reviewed and agreed by the Board of Governors
• regular reviews by the Audit Committee of internal scrutiny and main audit reports which indicate financial

performance in the areas of risk identified. It also monitors other areas of compliance, such as: Health and
Safety issues, Maintenance Compliance and Cyber security issues.

• setting targets to measure financial and other performance
• clearly defined purchasing (asset purchase or capital investment) guidelines
• identification and management of risks

Review of effectiveness 

As accounting officer, the Headteacher has responsibility for reviewing the effectiveness of the system of internal 
control. During the year in question the review has been informed by: 

• the work of the internal auditor/reviewer;
• the financial management and governance self assessment process or the school resource management

self assessment tool;
• the work of the senior leadership team within the Academy who have responsibility for the development

and maintenance of the internal control framework;
• the work of the external auditor.

The accounting officer has been advised of the implications of the result of their review of the system of internal 
control by the audit and risk committee and a plan to address weaknesses and ensure continuous improvement 
of the system is in place. 

Approved by order of the members of the Board of Governors on 7 December 2023 and signed on their behalf 
by: 

�� 
Prof A Rajantie 
Chair of Governors 

Ms R E  Cave 
Accounting Officer 
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HIGH DOWN SCHOOL AND SIXTH FORM CENTRE 

(A company limited by guarantee) 

STATEMENT OF GOVERNORS' RESPONSIBILITIES 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2023 

The Governors (who are also the directors of the charitable company for the purposes of company law) are 
responsible for preparing the Governors' report and the financial statements in accordance with the Academies 
Accounts Direction published by the Education and Skills Funding Agency, United Kingdom Accounting 
Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice) and applicable law and regulations. 

Company law requires the Governors to prepare financial statements for each financial year. Under company 
law, the Governors must not approve the financial statements unless they are satisfied that they give a true and 
fair view of the state of affairs of the Group and the charitable company and of their incoming resources and 
application of resources, including their income and expenditure, for that period. In preparing these financial 
statements, the Governors are required to: 

• select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;
• observe the methods and principles of the Charities SORP 2019 and the Academies Accounts Direction

2022 to 2023;
• make judgements and accounting estimates that are reasonable and prudent;
• state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards have been followed, subject to any material departures

disclosed and explained in the financial statements;
• prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the

group will continue in business.

The Governors are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are sufficient to show and explain 
the Group and the charitable company's transactions and disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the 
financial position of the Group and the charitable company and enable them to ensure that the financial 
statements comply with the Companies Act 2006. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the 
Group and the charitable company and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of 
fraud and other irregularities. 

The Governors are responsible for ensuring that in their conduct and operation the Group and the charitable 
company apply financial and other controls, which conform with the requirements both of propriety and of good 
financial management. They are also responsible for ensuring grants received from ESFA/DfE have been 
applied for the purposes intended. 

The Governors are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the corporate and financial information 
included on the group's website. Legislation in the United Kingdom governing the preparation and dissemination 
of financial statements may differ from legislation in other jurisdictions. 

Approved by order of the members of the Board of Governors and signed on its behalf by: 

Prof A Rajantie 
(Chair of Trustees) 

Date: 
Or I \ L ( 2_3 
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HIGHDOWN SCHOOL AND SIXTH FORM CENTRE 

(A company limited by guarantee) 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS TO THE MEMBERS OF 
HIGHDOWN SCHOOL AND SIXTH FORM CENTRE (CONTINUED) 

Use of our report 

This report is made solely to the Academy's members, as a body, in accordance with Chapter 3 of Part 16 of the 
Companies Act 2006. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the Academy's members 
those matters we are required to state to them in an Auditor's report and for no other purpose. To the fullest 
extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the Academy and its 
members, as a body, for our audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed. 

Alastair Lyon (Senior statutory auditor) 

for and on behalf of 
Crowe U.K. LLP 

Statutory Auditor 
Aquis House 
49-51 Blagrave Street
Reading
Berkshire
RG1 1PL

Date: 13 December 2023
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HIGHDOWN SCHOOL AND SIXTH FORM CENTRE 

(A company limited by guarantee) 

INDEPENDENT REPORTING ACCOUNTANT'S ASSURANCE REPORT ON REGULARITY TO HIGHDOWN 
SCHOOL AND SIXTH FORM CENTRE AND THE EDUCATION & SKILLS FUNDING AGENCY 

(CONTINUED) 

The work undertaken to draw to our conclusion includes: 

• consideration of the evidence supporting the Accounting Officer's statement on regularity, propriety and

compliance;
• analytical procedures on the general activities of the Academy Trust;
• a review of Minutes of Committees and Board Meetings which may be relevant to regularity;
• consideration of discussions with key personnel, including the Accounting Officer and Governing Body;
• tests of control have been carried out on a control activity which are relevant to regularity
• substantive testing of individual transactions.

Conclusion 

In the course of our work, nothing has come to our attention which suggest in all material respects the 
expenditure disbursed and income received during the year 1 September 2022 to 31 August 2023 has not been 
applied to purposes intended by Parliament and the financial transactions do not conform to the authorities which 
govern them. 

Reporting Accountant 
Crowe U.K. LLP 

Statutory Auditor 

Date: 13 December 2023
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HIGHDOWN SCHOOL AND SIXTH FORM CENTRE 

(A company limited by guarantee) 
REGISTERED NUMBER: 07398941 

CONSOLIDATED BALANCE SHEET (CONTINUED) 
AS AT 31 AUGUST 2023 

The financial statements on pages 23 to 56 were approved by the Governors, and authorised for issue on
 7 December 2023 and signed on their behalf, by:

�1Js 
Prof A Rajant1e 
(Chair of Trustees) 

The notes on pages 30 to 56 form part of these financial statements. 
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HIGHDOWN SCHOOL AND SIXTH FORM CENTRE 

(A company limited by guarantee) 
REGISTERED NUMBER: 07398941 

ACADEMY BALANCE SHEET (CONTINUED) 
AS AT 31 AUGUST 2023 

The Academy's net movement in funds for the year was £955,002 (2022 - £4,194,383). 

The financial statements on pages 23 to 56 were approved by the Governors, and authorised for issue on 

7 December 2023 and are signed on their behalf, by: 

��d;, 
Prof A Rajantie 
(Chair of Trustees) 

The notes on pages 30 to 56 form part of these financial statements. 
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