
HOUSE POINTS  

Mapledurham 128,087 

Grove 127,671 

Rosehill 128669 

Caversham 131,437 

w/c 06 May 2024 Week B 

Follow us 

It has been great to receive 
our report from Ofsted from our 
visit just before the Easter 
holidays. We hope that families 
will enjoy reading it when 
published and take pride in being 
part of our community. We are 
pleased that our ethos and 
values came through strongly to 
the inspection team as well as 
our pride in seeing young people 
develop as wonderful young 
citizens with great 
qualifications.  Much to celebrate 
for staff, students and families in 
the report. This will be sent out 
to families and will be on our 
website. Our action points align 
with our academy improvement 
plan and Highdown will never 
rest on any laurels.  
  
It is, in many ways a great time 
therefore to be saying goodbye 
at the end of the academic year 
as Headteacher. The school is in 
a fantastic position for the next 
stage of it's development. As you 
will have seen from our Chair of 
Governors, we are delighted that 
our Head of School, Matt 
Grantham, is taking the headship 
position in an acting capacity 
until the end of the calendar 
year. This takes the school 

forward with the other school 
leaders and rest of the academy 
staff.  
  
Students have been interested to 
find that I am going to 'another 
job'. Many have engaged me in 
conversation over the last week. 
They understand that I will be 
very sad to leave Highdown, but 
excited to take up a new role 
with different challenges.  
  
A theatre trip to Hamilton was 
enjoyed on Tuesday by an 
impeccably behaved group of 
year 8, 9 and 10 students. Thank 
you to Mrs Lake and team for 
leading this.  
 
Congratulations to Year 9  for 
their hard work and getting used 
to public examination style 
assessments this week. They 
have been positive and 
organised, as well as exemplary 
in their behaviour.  
  
Years 11 and 13 are getting closer 
to their main exam period and 
art, languages and technology 
examinations are underway. Best 
wishes to all young people and 
their families through the exam 
period. Remember, there is 

plenty of support and advice via 
your mentors and teachers.  
Please use it!  
 
Rachel Cave 
Headteacher 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

Term dates can be found here: 

2023/24 

Mon 06 May 
Bank Holiday—

School Closed 

Tues 07-09 May 
Year 13 Art/

Textiles Exams 

Thurs 09 May 
GCSE Exams 

Commence 

https://www.instagram.com/highdownschool/
https://twitter.com/highdownschool/
https://www.facebook.com/emmergreeen/?ref=page_internal
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1927&type=pdf


Absence Reporting 
Please notify us if your son/daughter is unable to 

attend either online or onsite lessons due to illness or 

other reason. 

Please report all absences using the Class Charts app 

rather than by telephone, email or ParentMail. We 

hope parents will find this route much more 

straightforward and efficient. You can find out more 

here: 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/

download.asp?file=1803&type=pdf.    

Problems with Class Charts 

If you are experiencing issues with 

accessing your Class Charts account, please 

contact office@highdown.reading.sch.uk 

INFORMATION 

Could you be entitled to  

Free School Meals? (FSM) 

You can find more details about FSM and download 

an application form on our website. 

If you need any support with your application, please 

contact us at finance@highdown.reading.sch.uk or 

call 0118 9015 809. 

When completed, please return your application to 

the email address above or to the school office for 

the attention of the Finance Department. 

Wellbeing 

Water Bottles / Pollen Season 

Please ensure your students have a water 

bottle in school with them at all times. 

Hay fever season is also underway. Please 

encourage your students to take their medication at 

home before they leave for school. We are not able to 

supply antihistamines at school.  

SEND Local Offer Newsletter Spring 2024  

See what the Gallery are cooking up for us this term 

by viewing their menus on the school website HERE 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1803&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1803&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/free-school-meals
mailto:finance@highdown.reading.sch.uk
https://servicesguide.reading.gov.uk/kb5/reading/directory/advice.page?id=jXfWUh_WHi0
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/catering


HAMILTON 

On Friday 26 April, thirty-five sixth form students slept outside overnight 
to raise money for our local charity LaunchPad. LaunchPad is a homeless 
support charity that does plenty of brilliant work for our local community 
and the students have currently raised nearly £600 by completing the 
sleep out. If you are able to donate and support this excellent cause 

please use this link  HERE. 

To learn more about Launchpad go to there website HERE. 

 

SIXTH FORM 

On Tuesday 30 April, the drama 
department took a group of very 
excited Highdowners to London to 
watch Hamilton the Musical. It was 
an amazing experience for the staff 
and students, as we were treated 
to the best seats in the house!  

The show was fantastic and the 
students behaved exceptionally 
well.  

Afterwards, we were treated to a 
demonstration and Q & A from the 
various departments in the 
company. We were shown lighting 
cues and set changes as well as 
how they do the 30 second 
costume 'quick change'! The 
company spoke about their careers 
and how they got into the industry 
and it was incredibly inspiring.  

Thank you to all members of staff 
who supported the trip and made 
the day so special.  

Mrs Lake 
Curriculum Lead—Drama 

CAREERS 

Following a successful pilot in 2023, we have announced another series of 

exciting Discover a Career as a Firefighter Sessions to help potential applicants 

find out more about the role.  

The sessions provide an ideal opportunity to come along to find out more about 

the role, the application process and what life at a fire station is like.  

If you don’t know much about the fire and rescue service at the moment – don’t 

worry! These sessions have been designed to give anyone a flavour of the role – 

whether you’ve thought about it before or not.  

Click HERE for more information. 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/highdownbigsleepout2024?utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=page%2Fhighdownbigsleepout2024&utm_source=copyLink&utm_campaign=pfp-share
https://launchpadreading.org.uk/
https://www.rbfrs.co.uk/latest-news/2024/discover-a-career-as-a-firefighter-sessions/


GETTING ACTIVE 



STARS OF THE WEEK 

Year 7     

7C—Harry Turnbull 

7D -  Freddie Gordon 

7E—D'Anna Lafayette 

7F—Tala Istatiah 

7G—Tommy Fotyga 

7H—Rorke O'Reilly 

7J—Fejiro Orife 

7K—Cole Stockwell 

7L—Pip Cresswell 

Year 11 

11C—Harkirat Singh  

11D - Rushda Basha 

11E - Tymur Rudnyev 

11F - Ewan Hastings 

11G - Amelie Greenfield 

11H - Rory Hunt 

11J - Emily Baxter 

11K - Petra Bartusz  

11L - Farzan Moin 

11M - Bethia Miller 

Year 8     

8C—Malik Drammeh 

8D—Eli Nanayakkara 

8E—Jacob Gough 

8F—Eddy Giani 

8G—Ollie McAndrew 

8H—Emily Todman 

8J—Leo Diamond 

8K—Myka Mann 

8L—Guto De Oliveira 

Year 9 

9C - Bernard Mendy 

9D - Maverick Chiu 

9E - Matteo Bellofatto 

9F - Aryahi Chavan 

9G - Medi Weatherall 

9H - Robyn Bassett Gray 

9J - Samuel Musker 

9K - Max Etherington 

9L - Darcey Jones 

Miss Robinson - Harry Davies 



NAVIGATING EXAM SEASON 

Top tips for helping your child succeed in their 
learning  
  
As the Year 11 and Year 13 PPEs approach, you 
may be wondering what you can do to help your 
child succeed.   
  
Last week’s newsletter had links to advice and 
guidance about different methods of revision.   
  
This week, I’d like to share the scientific findings 
about spacing and interleaving your child’s 
revision. Little and often really does work, even if 
it’s the same time studying – someone who 
spreads that time out will gain a higher grade than 
someone who does it all in one attempt.   
 
Did you know … the phrase ‘little and often’ really 
does work, even if it’s the same time studying – 
someone who spreads that time out will gain a 
higher grade than someone who does it all in one 
attempt.   

SEN 

SOCIAL MEDIA AND CHILDREN 



LIBRARY RECOMMENDATIONS  

To honour Sherlock Holmes Day which is actually Sir Arthur Conan Doyles' birthday , coming up on 22 
May, we are looking at book recommendations from the Mystery & Crime section in the Hive. 
 
                          Mystery & Crime books have this sticker on their spine 
  
eBooks and Audiobooks are available to all Highdowners at:  
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/library 

https://highdown.eplatform.co/ 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/library
https://highdown.eplatform.co/


Work With Us 

Junior Site Controller 

37 hours a week, full-time (part 

time/term time will be considered) 

NJC P2-5. Full time salary: 

£23,114-£23,500 pa 

We have a number of posts available at Highdown, please click on the 

job roles below for more information or visit our website HERE to 

view all vacancies, including teaching roles. 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2384&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2385&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2424&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/vacancies
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2258&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2300&type=pdf

