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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Term dates can be found here: 2023/24 

Term 4   

All Week:  Y11 Core PPE2 
 

Thurs 29 Feb: PTA Quiz Planning Meeting  
   (virtual) 

   Y8 Learning Review Meetings  
   (virtual) 

I hope students and families had a lovely 
half-term break last week. 
  
It’s been a busy and productive first week 
of term 4 at Highdown and students have 
quickly settled back into the routines of 

school life. 
 
Year 11 students have been preparing for their second 
round of Pre-Public Exams (PPEs) in English, 
Mathematics and Science next week. Students have 
access to a wide range of resources to support their 
revision and exam preparation, including access 
to GCSEPod, which I would absolutely recommend 
they use as part of their study. Our Year 11 students 
studying GCSE in Design and Technology have also 
been spending time working towards completing their 
non-examination assessments (coursework). 
  
Earlier in the week Year 9 students attended their 
annual Learning Conference. This year the focus was 
on ‘What makes success?’ and was delivered by one of 
our Year 11 students, who spoke so well about his own 
learning journey to date. The session was informative 
and engaging, and feedback from our students has 
been really positive. 
  
Wishing everyone a great weekend. 
 
M A Grantham 
Head of School 

https://www.instagram.com/highdownschool/
https://twitter.com/highdownschool/
https://www.facebook.com/emmergreeen/?ref=page_internal
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1927&type=pdf
http://www.gcsepod.com/


Absence Reporting 
 
Please notify us if your son/daughter is unable to attend 

either online or onsite lessons due to illness or other 

reason. 

Please report all absences using the Class Charts app 

rather than by telephone, email or ParentMail. We hope 

parents will find this route much more straightforward 

and efficient. You can find out more here: 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/

download.asp?file=1803&type=pdf.    

Information 

ParentMail Accounts 
 
We respectfully request all parents and carers regularly 

check their student’s dinner money balances to ensure 

they are in credit.  

At peak times, around mid-morning, it can take up to 2 

hours for the monies to show on the account. 

Therefore, if you need to top them up, please allow time 

for these to be processed. We have found topping up in 

the evenings to be the quickest way to add monies to 

the account. 

Problems with Class Charts 

If you are experiencing issues with accessing your 

Class Charts account, please contact 

office@highdown.reading.sch.uk 

Exam Certificate Collection Reminder 

If not already collected, certificates can be collected from 

reception during school hours with prior notification, the 

candidate will need to bring photo ID. Written permission 

can be given by letter or email for family or friend to 

collect with ID on the candidate’s behalf.  Certificate 

collection will require a signature. 

Alternatively, certificates can be posted with provision of 

large A4 stamped self-addressed envelope. 

Thank you. 

Emma Sumbler 
Exams Officer 

School Transport Policy Consultation   

BFfC is seeking families’ views on proposed changes to 

its school transport policy. The consultation is open 

until Sunday, 17 March 2024 and is related to the 

following proposals  

 

• That free transport entitlement for pupils 

attending Maiden Erlegh Chiltern Edge School is 

removed. 

• That travel assistance entitlement for eligible 

pupils is clarified and means an offer of a bus 

pass or school bus at a pickup point, with an 

expectation for active travel as part of a child’s 

healthy development. 

• That the policy clarifies the exceptional 

circumstances required to access any 

exceptional additional support in addition to 

travel assistance  

• That the policy clarifies that parents are liable 

for costs incurred by Brighter Futures for 

Children on behalf of Reading Borough Council 

if children did not access travel assistance 

provided.  

• That the policy clarifies that students are not 

entitled to travel assistance post-16 except in 

appropriately evidenced, exceptional 

circumstances. 

A copy of the proposed new policy and a summary of 

changes can be found on the BFfC website, along with 

a short series of consultation questions.  

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1803&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1803&type=pdf
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/school-transport-policy-consultation/
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/school-transport-policy-consultation/
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/BFfC-Home-to-School-Transport-Policy-V4.0-January-2024.pdf
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/BFfC-Home-to-School-Transport-Policy-V4.0-January-2024.pdf
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/School-Transport-consultation-questions-Feb-2024.docx
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Courses for Parents and Carers 



Courses for Parents and Carers 

Reading Families’ Forum are 

pleased to announce that 

Sumbai Wasiq, the Service 

Manager for the Children and 

Young People’s Disabilities 

Service will be speaking at the 

conference on 5 March alongside 

the short breaks service, 

Cressingham, Occupational 

Health and Family Help. 

The event is free and snacks will 

be provided. Please mention any 

dietary requirements you may 

have when emailing. 

 

 



Workshop Sessions for Parents and Carers  

February 2024 
 
Understanding Autism & Anxiety Workshop – 27 February 2024, 9.30 - 12.00pm. Free online session via MS 
Teams.  
For parents/carers of Reading pupils ages 6 -16. 
A 2.5 hour workshop targeted towards parents/carers of children with a diagnosis of autism or those who may be 
awaiting a diagnosis.  It looks at common drivers for anxiety in those with autism, especially in relation to coping 
with uncertainty and not knowing what might happen. The workshop gives parents a chance to share their 
experiences and to learn strategies and approaches to manage anxious feelings. 
 
To book or for more information email Wilma.Williams@brighterfuturesforchildren.org 
 
PLEASE NOTE: 
This is an interactive workshop and whilst we encourage attendees to participate in discussions this is of course 
optional.  There will however be an expectation that cameras are on during the workshop and just to make you 
aware at the beginning we would like you to introduce yourself to the group and your child, giving a brief idea of 
what you would like to gain from the course. 

 CLICK HERE to reserve your space 

mailto:Wilma.Williams@brighterfuturesforchildren.org
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/childnet-internet-safety-workshop-tickets-820090100567


Safeguarding and National Online Safety 

This is just one of the guides provided for parents/carers at https://nationalonlinesafety.com which is free to 

register with as a member of the Highdown community.  

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/


Year 9  

Year 9 Learning Conference: What makes success? 

As Year 9 are at a pivotal stage in their school life, having chosen their GCSE options but not yet knowing 
which subjects they have, it is an ideal time to talk to them about how they can make their next steps 
successful. 

To this aim, on Wednesday this week, all Yr 9 gathered in the hall to listen to a Yr11 student who talked 
about his experiences of embarking on his GCSEs, his appreciation of Yr9 lessons being the stepping 
stones for GCSE and the consistency of effort needed throughout. 

Why not have a chat to your Yr9 child – what can they do to create success? 

Year 9 PiXL Edge Project 

Through Spring, Year 9 are working on their PiXL Edge tasks. After a successful debate in Year 8, we have 
launched a mini election where each mentor group has made their own political party for a new island. 
This ties in with their CCC learning on political parties, manifestos, and elections pre-half-term.  

Over coming weeks, Year 9 will be writing their manifestos and will have the opportunity to canvas across 
the Year group. Best of luck to all our Year 9 parties, I am really impressed with your work so far. 



Year 11 

Congratulations to Kenny P, 11J on becoming a PixL Edge Graduate! 

 

Drama Production 



Library / The Hive 

Highdown Book Swap  

4 March—8 March 

 
To celebrate World Book Day (7 March) we will be running a book swap in the Hive during the week 
beginning 4 March. 

 

We are asking students to bring in books, that they would like to swap, from now until the 4 March when 
they will be able to choose a book to take home. So, if you have books that are gathering dust on the 
bookshelf and are thinking of having a clear-out over half term please consider donating them to our 
book swap — all we ask is that books are in a good, readable condition and suitable for ages 11 – 18.   

 

Books can be dropped off at the school office (labelled with student name) between school hours or 
students can bring the books into the Hive between 8.30am and 4.00pm. 

   

Any student bringing a book/s to swap before 4 March will have their name recorded on a list so that they 
can come during the book swap week to choose a book. 

 

If you have any questions please email:   librarian@highdown.reading.sch.uk 

Highdown Book Clubs 

This term the Year 7 and Year 8 book clubs are reading books from the Berkshire Book Awards Shortlist. 

Each club will read books from one of the groups of books below and then, in April, students will get to 

vote for their favourite. The winner of the Berkshire Book Awards, voted by students across Berkshire, will 

be announced on 8 May. https://www.berkshirebookaward.org.uk/ 

Year 7s meet at breaktimes on Thursdays and Year 8s meet on Monday breaktimes.  If there is interest 

from Year 9s or KS4 then additional book clubs can be run.  If you would like to join us, please come and 

see me in the Hive to find out more – Mrs Robinson, Librarian 

mailto:librarian@highdown.reading.sch.uk
https://www.berkshirebookaward.org.uk/


Careers Corner 

PwC—Virtual Insight Programme 29-31 July 
 
The Student Recruitment team at PwC are delighted to announce that applications are now open for their Virtual 
Insight Programme 2024.  

 

The Virtual Insight Programme, running from 29-31 July, is a three-day experience designed to give students in 
Years 11-12 an insight into PWC: their lines of service, their culture, the work they do and how you can join them 
as a school leaver. You will have the opportunity to engage with PwC people and ask questions so that you can 
make informed decisions about your next steps. PwC will provide application insight and guidance too, equipping 
you with the skills you need to thrive in the workplace.  

 

Further information, including full eligibility criteria and application link can be found in the job description 
here: https://pwcukcareers.com/47OLOj8  

https://pwcukcareers.com/47OLOj8


Stars of the Week 

Year 7     

7D Jerome Jones 

7E Eden Whitington 

7F Alice Loar 

7G Grace Hilden 

7H Betsy Bramley 

7J Amaan Mohammad 

7K Evie Webster 

7L Freya Cooke 

Year 8 

8C Nate Bubb 

8D Jayden Allen 

8E Margot Smith 

8F Oscar Williams 

8G Conor Allen 

8H Finn Hemmant 

8J Sophie Ashworth 

8K Oscar McCarthy 

8L Elyon Eghdamian 

Year 9 

9C Abigail Mann  

9D Noah Smith  

9E Balazs Nagy  

9F Sam Smith  

9G Imogen Hayes  

9H Fletcher Bramley  

9J Bessie Riches  

9K Faye Graham  

9L James Mee  

Miss Robinson’s Bonus: 

9C Rowan Harris  

Year 10 

10C Ryan Chung 

10D Cara Fothergill 

10E Lucy Green  

10F Joe Mountford 

10G Lewis Harte 

10H Magnus Gunning 

10J Tommy Veal 

10K Alice Clifford 

10L   Patryk Solus Natividade 

Year 11 

11C Jazmine Cole 

11D Theo Turay 

11E Leo Hunt 

11F Rebecca Shepherd 

11G Alamin Khan 

11H Joey Burke 

11J Finley Crabb  

11K Holly Traynor 

11L Hugo To 

11M Lawrencia Oteng 



Work With Us 

Senior Leisure Attendant 

Part-time position, evenings and 
weekends. 
 
Up to £11.50ph dependent on 
experience and qualifications. 
 
We are seeking to appoint a Senior 
Leisure Attendant to join our 
dedicated team. You will have level 
2 fitness instructing or preferably 
level 3 personal training, working 
mainly weekends and some 
evenings during the week. 
You will have responsibility for 
supervising the use of the sports 
centre facilities whilst maintaining 
high standards of cleanliness and 
customer service. No previous 
experience is necessary as training 
will be provided, but an interest in 
fitness is an advantage. 
  
Full details can be accessed on our 
website. 

Teacher of Maths 

Main Scale, Full and Part time 
positions for September 2024 start 

We are looking for an outstanding, 
passionate and dynamic practitioner 
to join our highly successful and well-
resourced Maths department of 12 
staff. A willingness to teach across all 
years and abilities is essential. Maths 
and Further Maths are very popular 
subjects at A level. We welcome 
applications from ECTs, for whom we 
have a superb induction programme. 

 

Full details and an application form 
can be accessed via our website. 

Cleaners/Housekeeping Team 

£11.79 per hour 

Are you local and looking to earn 

some extra money? 

Up to 15 hours per week, ideally 

6.30 -8.30am and/or 3 - 6pm. 

Flexibility around these hours will 

be considered. 

We also offer an excellent pension 

scheme, a friendly team and 

training and equipment will be 

provided.  

If you are conscientious, reliable, 

with a friendly pro-active attitude, 

then we would love to hear from 

you. 

Closing date: Applications 

considered on receipt 

For details and an application form, 

please visit our website. 

Examinations Invigilator 

£11.79 per hour, Flexible hours 

We are looking to expand our team 

of invigilators to support the 

running of internal and external 

examinations. 

You should enjoy working as part of 

a team and an interest in working in 

a school is essential. This will ideally 

suit responsible, punctual, calm, 

organised and approachable 

individuals. Full training will be 

provided. 

 

Full details and an application form 

can be accessed via our website.  

 

Science Technician 

NJC P5-P6 (£23,500-£23,893) 

(Actual salary: £18,057-£18,359) 

34 hours per week (flexible hours 
possible). Term time only. 
September 2024 start (or earlier). 

We are seeking a Technician to join 
a well-resourced Science 
Department. The role will include 
assisting in the lab, preparing for 
lessons and experiments, ensuring 
all apparatus and chemicals are put 
away correctly and adhering to 
health and safety standards. 

 

The ideal applicant will have 
previous experience of working in a 
school science lab, but full training 
will be provided. You will be happy 
to work alone as well as part of a 
team of experienced Technicians. 
All science backgrounds welcome. 
 

Full details and an application form 
can be accessed via our website. 
 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2300&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2300&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2352&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2352&type=pdf
https://rds.highdown.reading.sch.uk/rdweb/webclient/
https://rds.highdown.reading.sch.uk/rdweb/webclient/
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2385&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2385&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2387&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2387&type=pdf


Community 



Community 

Happy Weekend! 

British Cycling Talent Identification 

British Cycling are once again looking for the next crop of talented track sprinters to take to the boards and 

continue the international success of British Olympic medallists Jason Kenny, Jack Carlin and Becky James. 

This Talent ID Programme will be looking to identify young people with sprint potential born in 2009/2010 from 

across England with those successful going on to join British Cycling’s Talent Development and Performance 

Pathways. 

For full details please see our website by clicking the link below. 
Applications to be completed by Friday, 23 February 2024.  
  
Link to Application: 
https://www.britishcycling.org.uk/about/article/20240126-about-bc-news-British-Cycling-announces-call-out-for

-track-sprinters-of-the-future-at-start-of-Olympic-year-0 

https://www.britishcycling.org.uk/about/article/20240126-about-bc-news-British-Cycling-announces-call-out-for-track-sprinters-of-the-future-at-start-of-Olympic-year-0
https://www.britishcycling.org.uk/about/article/20240126-about-bc-news-British-Cycling-announces-call-out-for-track-sprinters-of-the-future-at-start-of-Olympic-year-0

