
HOUSE POINTS   

Mapledurham 100932 

Grove 99571 

Rosehill 102281 

Caversham 102028 

w/c 4 March 2023 Week A 

Follow us 

Thank you to all Year 8 parents and carers for 
your time attending yesterday’s Learning 
Review Meetings. I hope you found the 
updates and feedback helpful. Year 8 has 
been leading the way this week with earning 
House Points, a total (so far!) of 5458 out of 

over 16,000 across all year groups. Congratulations Year 8! 
  
This week, our Year 11 students have been sitting their 
second round of Pre-Public Examinations (PPEs) in English, 
Mathematics and Science. Their preparation for, and 
approach to, these has been fantastic. This experience, and 
the feedback our students will receive following these, will 
support them as they approach their final examinations. 
  
Plenty more to follow next week as we have our fourth 
Careers Week of the academic year, as part of National 
Careers Week. Our Year 12 Geographers will be ‘out in the 
field’ with their residential fieldtrip to Pembrokeshire in 
Wales, collecting data for their coursework. And our cast 
and crew will be busy rehearsing for the forthcoming 
fabulous production of ‘Little Shop of Horrors’ – have you 
got your ticket yet?  
  
Have a great weekend everyone. 
 
M A Grantham 
Head of School 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Term dates can be found here: 2023/24 

Term 4   

All Week:  Careers Week 4: National Careers 

   Week 

   Y12 Geography Residential to 

   Wales  

Tues 5 Mar:  Y11 Music Practical 

   Numeracy Event 5.30pm 

Wed 6 Mar:  Y11 Learning Conference: Stress-

   Free Productivity 

Thurs 7 Mar: World Book Day 

   Y11 Music Practical 

   Student Leadership Meeting 

Fri 8 Mar:  International Women’s Day 

   Whole School Production  

   Rehearsal (all day) 

To book tickets for Little shop of Horrors click here: https://

www.ticketsource.co.uk/highdown-school-and-sixth-form-centre 

https://www.instagram.com/highdownschool/
https://twitter.com/highdownschool/
https://www.facebook.com/emmergreeen/?ref=page_internal
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1927&type=pdf
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/highdown-school-and-sixth-form-centre
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/highdown-school-and-sixth-form-centre


Absence Reporting 
 
Please notify us if your son/daughter is unable to attend 

either online or onsite lessons due to illness or other 

reason. 

Please report all absences using the Class Charts app 

rather than by telephone, email or ParentMail. We hope 

parents will find this route much more straightforward 

and efficient. You can find out more here: 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/

download.asp?file=1803&type=pdf.    

Information 

ParentMail Accounts 
 
We respectfully request all parents and carers regularly 

check their student’s dinner money balances to ensure 

they are in credit.  

At peak times, around mid-morning, it can take up to 2 

hours for the monies to show on the account. 

Therefore, if you need to top them up, please allow time 

for these to be processed. We have found topping up in 

the evenings to be the quickest way to add monies to 

the account. 

Problems with Class Charts 

If you are experiencing issues with accessing your 

Class Charts account, please contact 

office@highdown.reading.sch.uk 

School Transport Policy 
Consultation   

BFfC is seeking families’ views on 

proposed changes to its school 

transport policy. The consultation is 

open until Sunday, 17 March 2024 and is related to 

the following proposals  

 

• That free transport entitlement for pupils 

attending Maiden Erlegh Chiltern Edge School is 

removed. 

• That travel assistance entitlement for eligible 

pupils is clarified and means an offer of a bus 

pass or school bus at a pickup point, with an 

expectation for active travel as part of a child’s 

healthy development. 

• That the policy clarifies the exceptional 

circumstances required to access any 

exceptional additional support in addition to 

travel assistance  

• That the policy clarifies that parents are liable 

for costs incurred by Brighter Futures for 

Children on behalf of Reading Borough Council 

if children did not access travel assistance 

provided.  

• That the policy clarifies that students are not 

entitled to travel assistance post-16 except in 

appropriately evidenced, exceptional 

circumstances. 

A copy of the proposed new policy and a summary of 

changes can be found on the BFfC website, along with 

a short series of consultation questions.  

Community ‘Safe Space’ 

Lucy Glover from the No5 Charity will 

be in school from next week. She will 

be around at break times to ask 

students about what they would like 

to have in a community 'Safe Space'. This is part of a 

wider project to create a community 'Safe Space' for 

young people to attend. Lucy is also visiting Emmer Green 

Primary so younger siblings may already know the name. 

Lucy will be wearing a Purple No5 hoodie so students can 

identify her. Please encourage your child to have a chat 

with her and share some of their ideas. 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1803&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1803&type=pdf
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/school-transport-policy-consultation/
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/school-transport-policy-consultation/
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/BFfC-Home-to-School-Transport-Policy-V4.0-January-2024.pdf
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/BFfC-Home-to-School-Transport-Policy-V4.0-January-2024.pdf
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/School-Transport-consultation-questions-Feb-2024.docx


Safeguarding and National Online Safety 

This is just one of the guides provided for parents/carers at https://nationalonlinesafety.com which is free to 

register with as a member of the Highdown community.  

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/


Courses for Parents and Carers 



Courses for Parents and Carers  



Courses for Parents and Carers 

Reading Families’ Forum are 

pleased to announce that 

Sumbai Wasiq, the Service 

Manager for the Children and 

Young People’s Disabilities 

Service will be speaking at the 

conference on 5 March 

alongside the short breaks 

service, Cressingham, 

Occupational Health and Family 

Help. 

The event is free and snacks will 

be provided. Please mention any 

dietary requirements you may 

have when emailing. 

 

 



Drama Production 

Tickets are now on sale 

for Little Shop of Horrors! 

Show dates: 

Tuesday 12 March -7pm 

Wednesday 13 March -7pm 

Thursday 14 March -7pm 

 

To purchase tickets click on the 

following TicketSource link or 

scan the QR code on the poster. 

https://

www.ticketsource.co.uk/

highdown-school-and-sixth-

form-centre 

We can’t wait to see you all 

there! 

The Performing Arts Team 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/highdown-school-and-sixth-form-centre
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/highdown-school-and-sixth-form-centre
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/highdown-school-and-sixth-form-centre
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/highdown-school-and-sixth-form-centre


Drama Department Donations 

Coat Hanger Donations 

The Drama department would be grateful for any 

donations of coat hangers to assist with 

costumes for the school productions. 

If you are able to help, please feel free to drop 

them off at the school reception. 

Thank you in advance! 



Year 12 

Tom R 
Participation Award 
 

 
Ollie E 
Bronze Award 
 
Darshan W 
Commended Award 
 

 
James B 
Highly Commended Award 
 

Biology Olympians 

Pictured here are our Year 12 Biology 

Olympians who were a credit to themselves in 

the recent competition. Congratulations on 

this outstanding achievement. Awards were 

presented by Dr Caroline Foulkes from Reading 

University and Mrs Flynn our Assistant 

Headteacher. 

 

Dr A Love 

Elizabeth L 
Highly Commended Award 
 

 
Georgina W 
Commended Award 

 
Scarlett M 
Silver Award 
 

 
Kimberly T 
Highly Commended Award 



Year 12 

Maths Support Tutors 

We are so proud of our first cohort of Year 12 Maths 

Support Tutors. These Year 12 students have volunteered 

their time each week to join Key Stage 3 and 4 maths 

lessons to help out our younger Highdown 

mathematicians. The feedback from the students they 

have been helping has been extremely touching. They 

exemplify our Highdown Values and are making a real 

difference in our community. 

Thank you! 

Mr W Dineley 



Year 12 

We are very proud of our Year 12 Biologists Scarlett 

M and Georgie W who have been highly 

commended by Cambridge University Homerton 

College in the Biology Challenge. They were tasked 

to write an essay entitled "Why don't animals have 

wheels" for the competition. With over 1400 

entrants from across UK and beyond, Georgie and 

Scarlett were highly commended for their entry. The 

judges said it was "insightful, well-reasoned and 

based on outstanding understanding of the biology 

principles behind natural selection". Scarlett and 

Georgie were presented with copies of Charles 

Darwin's book "On the Origin of Species" by Mrs 

Flynn (Assistant Headteacher) and Dr Caroline 

Foulkes (Reading University) where the ideas of 

natural selection were evidenced, explained, and 

evaluated.....just like Georgie and Scarlett’s essay. 

Well done both - we are all very proud of your 

achievement. 

The essay can be read on the next page. 

Dr A Love 



Why don’t animals have wheels? 

To consider the question, we must first ask why would it be advantageous for animals to have wheels. Humans invented the 
wheel to aid transportation, agriculture, and craft industries; these uses were mostly limited to human civilisation and wouldn't 
be beneficial to the animal kingdom. The main reason animals could benefit from having wheels is the increased speed they 
would generate with less energy expenditure. For example, there are many stories and legends that depict animals having 
wheels or using the mechanism of rolling to gain speed, such as "Wheelers" from Ozma of Oz, which have four wheels instead of 
feet, allowing them to travel at great speeds as they live on mostly flat terrain. In addition, wheels could increase stamina by 
prolonging momentum, allowing animals to travel greater distances, using less energy: the cheetah can run up to 75mph, but 
can only maintain it for a short amount of time. Perhaps with wheels, this limitation would be reduced. However, there are also 
many drawbacks to real animals having wheels. 

One issue with the possibility of wheeled animals is logistics: how would the wheels transfer nutrients and waste to and from 
the main body, how would they combat friction, and how would they gain momentum to begin moving? It’s hard to imagine 
how the wheel itself could be connected to the animal’s body as animal joints have a limited range of motion, whilst wheels 
would require continuous rotation in one direction without needing to be turned back. This would mean that the wheels 
couldn’t be attached through any sort of animal tissue in the way that limbs are. As a result, the flow of nutrients and waste 
products between the wheels and the body would be prevented, meaning the wheels couldn’t be alive. One idea is that the 
wheels could be composed of keratin (found in hair and nails) and be separate from the animal’s body. However, this prompts 
the question: how would the wheels begin moving if they weren’t alive? Perhaps the animal could have limbs in addition to its 
wheel, which allow it to push itself along when it wants to begin moving: this would also allow them to maintain the benefit of 
the versatility of limbs. Another possible approach of animals using wheels is if they had a symbiotic relationship with another 
organism: in Phillip Pullman’s book The Amber Spyglass, he explores the concept of creatures that have a symbiotic relationship 
with trees that produce large, round seeds, which the animals then use as wheels, subsequently dispersing the trees’ seeds and 
allowing it to effectively reproduce, through the process of zoochory.  

The only known wheel used for propulsion in the biological world is the flagellum of single-celled organisms, such as bacteria, or 
individual cells within a larger organism, such as gametes. The bacterial flagellum works through a system in which a motor acts 
as an engine powered by the flow of hydrogen ions through the cell-surface membrane. However, this mechanism can only 
operate at a cellular level and so couldn’t be applicable to animals.  

Even if there was an effective system for animals to incorporate wheels into their anatomy, their habitats may not 
accommodate this method of travel. In order to fully utilise the wheel as a mode of transport, humans built infrastructure such 
as roads, allowing for smoother movement and avoiding natural obstacles. However, animals living in the wild won’t have this 
benefit and their terrain may render the wheels ineffective. For example, soft ground, such as mud or soil, would prevent the 
wheels from properly functioning. Over half of all animals live in the tropical rainforest, either in the trees or on the forest floor, 
both of which provide no opportunity for wheels be beneficial to the animals. One scenario in which they could be favourable is 
in an urban area as the terrain is artificial and designed for wheels. However, evolving to have wheels would take millions of 
years and the first city was only built in 7500 BCE, providing little time for these adaptations to develop. In addition, 
domesticated animals would have no use for wheels as the concept of ‘survival of the fittest’ doesn’t fully apply to them due to 
humans providing everything they need. Although, urban wildlife could benefit from having wheels because their survival still 
depends on some aspect of competition: perhaps in the distant future, this could be a possibility.  

Animals develop specific characteristics through the process of evolution, in which favourable features give them a competitive 
advantage, allowing them to reach reproductive maturity and pass on the allele for the characteristic. If wheels were 
significantly beneficial to an animal’s survival, would they not have already evolved in nature? Variation within species is what 
allows for survival in the event of a change in conditions, however, as discussed before, wheels are only suitable in specific 
environments so it’s unlikely that animals with wheels would survive any sudden change in conditions and be able to pass on the 
allele. In addition, limbs give a considerable competitive advantage due to their huge versatility: they are used for eating, using 
tools, digging, fighting, and climbing. This has resulted in limbs being the surviving characteristic for most animals. Even in 
engineering, wheels are used because limbs are much more complex to design and control, not necessarily because wheels are 
better at the task. If the evolutionary pathway that was taken lead to animals developing limbs and not wheels, this must be the 
most beneficial to their survival.    

In conclusion, although wheels could provide a speed advantage to animals, not many animals would benefit from this due to 
their terrain not being well-suited, and constraints imposed by the anatomical logistics of having wheels. If wheels were the best 
way for animals to thrive, they would have evolved to have wheels, not the limbs they do have. Limbs are a result of convergent 
evolution and already optimised to the environments animals live in, therefore animals have no need for wheels.  

Yr12:  Biology Essay 



Library / The Hive 

Highdown Book Swap  

4 March—8 March 

 
To celebrate World Book Day (7 March) we will be running a book swap in the Hive during the week 
beginning 4 March. 

 

We are asking students to bring in books that they would like to swap, from now until the 4 March when 
they will be able to choose a book to take home. So, if you have books that are gathering dust on the 
bookshelf and are thinking of having a clear-out over half term please consider donating them to our 
book swap — all we ask is that books are in a good, readable condition and suitable for ages 11 – 18.   

 

Books can be dropped off at the school office (labelled with student name) between school hours or 
students can bring the books into the Hive between 8.30am and 4.00pm. 

   

Any student bringing a book/s to swap before 4 March will have their name recorded on a list so that they 
can come during the book swap week to choose a book. 

 

If you have any questions please email:   librarian@highdown.reading.sch.uk 

mailto:librarian@highdown.reading.sch.uk


Library/The Hive 



PTA News 

The PTA Quiz night is fast approaching! 

Tickets are on sale now.  

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/highdown/ 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/highdown/


Careers Corner 

It's National Careers Week  4-11 March 2024!  
Download your free copy of The Parents' Guide to National Careers Week, created in partnership with National 

Careers Week, outlining all vocational options after GCSE and sixth form/college - you can download your copy 

here. 

Visit from a Podiatric Surgeon to Science Department  

 
We are excited to be hosting a talk from Steve Kriss on Podiatry and Podiatric Surgery as a 

career option in DT8 at 3.15pm on Friday, 15 March. 

Steve will be joined by Julie who is a GP and Community Liaison for the hospital.  The talk 

will be about 30 minutes allowing for questions. 

Any interested students are free to join us.   

Further information from Tania IJaz or Aisha Saidykhan in the medical society after school 

in S5 every Thursday. 

Speakers coming into school from Monday to 

Friday, 4 - 8 March include: 

Reading College 

University of Hertfordshire 

Grant Thornton UK LLP 

Reading Buses 

 

https://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/nationalcareersweek
https://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/nationalcareersweek


Careers Corner 

 

 

 

Business & Economics Division - Tuesday 5th March 2024, from 5pm - 6pm! Sign up now! 

 
Are you looking to enter the world of business & economics after you leave school? Perhaps you are looking for 

some business & economics work experience that would set you above the rest when it comes to applying for 

university or apprenticeships? 

 

Well look no further, we have got an unmissable opportunity for you to hear from one of the world's biggest ever 

companies in Amazon, who will be hosting their Virtual Insight to Amazon Event with a Business & Economics 

twist! So, remember the date, Tuesday 5th March 2024, from 5pm - 6pm... 

 

This virtual event will be delivered by key business leaders at Amazon as well as potential future employers, who 

will also share their secret tips and tricks on how to secure a business role at Amazon. So, with the opportunity to 

widen your knowledge, expand your network, and gain invaluable tips on how to secure yourself a future role, 

what is there to lose? 

 

Application Link: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TJCL7BX 

 

 

 

 

 

Where could Science lead you? 

For students in Years 7 to 12 who are interested in learning more about Green Careers, come along to our webinar 

with the Royal Horticultural Society! 

Take part in a Live Q&A and gain an insight into how you can get work experience, paid internships and 

volunteering opportunities in the RHS’ world-class garden and Science teams.    Register here 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TJCL7BX
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/007c31de-1f9d-4646-9f5b-812fae1e7e03@182a8b31-3dab-4b92-8bb8-9526911aeba0?utm_source=Success+at+School+-+Newsletter+Signups&utm_campaign=4f607264f5-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_03_01_NLSignups&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-62


Stars of the Week 

Year 7     

7C Leila Negro-Halpin 

7D Emily Zachariadis 

7E James Prodger 

7F Ethan Lunnon 

7G Milena Janik 

7H Jaide Thompson 

7J Agamveer Chandhok 

7K Makar Shapovalov 

7L May Sunderland 

Year 8 

8C Lilian Moore 

8D Rohan Skilling 

8E Ranith Liyanage 

8F Hagne Chiu 

8G Adam Pazi 

8H Hadi Syed 

8J Amanda Lau 

8K Faris Bushnaq 

8L Ben Elsby 

Year 9 

9C Juho Rajantie 

9D Jacob Payne 

9E Bence Bardos 

9F Merlin Critchfield 

9G Ellie Chan 

9H Callie Wenham 

9J Ben Gibson 

9K Emily Tanner 

9L Violet Durkan 

Miss Robinson’s Bonus: 

9C Maisy Hawkins 

Year 10 

10C Samantha Lill 

10D Mohamed Idris 

10E Maud Hawkins 

10F Oscar Squires 

10H Theo Baker 

10J Saurav Joshi 

10K Raphael Vilhena 

10L   Jack Winder 

Year 11 

11C Voke Orife 

11D Olivia Mather 

11E Elijah Charles 

11F Nina Fargus 

11G Prior O’Reilly 

11H Alfie Smith 

11J Zhun-On Ahmed  

11K Alex Green 

11L Savraj Gill 

11M Ruby Bonnett 



Work With Us 

Senior Leisure Attendant 

Part-time position, evenings and 
weekends. 
 
Up to £11.50ph dependent on 
experience and qualifications. 
 
We are seeking to appoint a Senior 
Leisure Attendant to join our 
dedicated team. You will have level 
2 fitness instructing or preferably 
level 3 personal training, working 
mainly weekends and some 
evenings during the week. 
You will have responsibility for 
supervising the use of the sports 
centre facilities whilst maintaining 
high standards of cleanliness and 
customer service. No previous 
experience is necessary as training 
will be provided, but an interest in 
fitness is an advantage. 
  
Full details can be accessed on our 
website. 

Teacher of Maths 

Main Scale, Full and Part time 
positions for September 2024 start 

We are looking for an outstanding, 
passionate and dynamic practitioner 
to join our highly successful and well-
resourced Maths department of 12 
staff. A willingness to teach across all 
years and abilities is essential. Maths 
and Further Maths are very popular 
subjects at A level. We welcome 
applications from ECTs, for whom we 
have a superb induction programme. 

 

Full details and an application form 
can be accessed via our website. 

Cleaners/Housekeeping Team 

£11.79 per hour 

Are you local and looking to earn 

some extra money? 

Up to 15 hours per week, ideally 

6.30 -8.30am and/or 3 - 6pm. 

Flexibility around these hours will 

be considered. 

We also offer an excellent pension 

scheme, a friendly team and 

training and equipment will be 

provided.  

If you are conscientious, reliable, 

with a friendly pro-active attitude, 

then we would love to hear from 

you. 

Closing date: Applications 

considered on receipt 

For details and an application form, 

please visit our website. 

Examinations Invigilator 

£11.79 per hour, Flexible hours 

We are looking to expand our team 

of invigilators to support the 

running of internal and external 

examinations. 

You should enjoy working as part of 

a team and an interest in working in 

a school is essential. This will ideally 

suit responsible, punctual, calm, 

organised and approachable 

individuals. Full training will be 

provided. 

 

Full details and an application form 

can be accessed via our website.  

 

Teacher of Music - Temporary 

Main Scale, Full / Part time 
Temporary role until July 2024 

This is an excellent opportunity for 
an enthusiastic and well-qualified 
teacher of Music to join a lively and 
expanding music department, which 
forms part of the Performing Arts 
Department. The department 
benefits from excellent facilities. 
Music and Music Technology are 
popular options at GCSE. We 
welcome applications from ECTs, for 
whom we have a superb induction 
programme. 
 
Full details and an application form 
can be accessed via our website. 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2300&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2300&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2352&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2352&type=pdf
https://rds.highdown.reading.sch.uk/rdweb/webclient/
https://rds.highdown.reading.sch.uk/rdweb/webclient/
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2385&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2385&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2416&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2416&type=pdf


Community 

Happy Weekend! 

When?       Where? 

Reading vs Cambridge United         Select Car Leasing Stadium 

Saturday 16 March, 3pm kick off 

As part of the invitation, we would like to offer the below discounted prices: 

12 and Under: £1 

17 and Under: £3 

18 to 24: £5 

65 and over: £5 

Adult: £10 

 
To redeem, please visit https://ticketing.readingfc.co.uk/ and enter the unique coupon code: #HighdownSchool in 

the basket once you have logged in and selected your tickets. 

There is no limit on the number of tickets you can buy using your unique code. 

 

Important! This offer applies to tickets in the Eamonn Dolan Stand blocks and Y19/Y20 of the Sir John Madejski 

Stand. Coupon codes are valid up until 4 hours before kick off. 

Select your school here to cast your vote and be in with a chance of winning one of 6 great prizes. 

Reading FC—4th And Final Schools and Grassroots Fixture of 2023-24 Season! 

https://ticketing.readingfc.co.uk/
https://campaign.fandrive.io/campaign/#/campaign/c0c573d2-59d5-480e-a93d-81d22193a8c5?lang=en

