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Follow us 

Welcome back! I hope students and their 
families enjoyed whatever downtime was 
possible over the school holiday. 
  
After our two-week break, we’ve started the 
term with gusto! Exam season is underway, 
now almost non-stop until late June. This week our Year 10 
students studying Arts-based subjects have been completing 
their Pre-Public Examinations (PPEs) and Year 12 have been 
sitting their first round of written PPEs in their A-Level 
courses. Year 10 written PPEs start next Thursday. These will 
provide a great opportunity to apply the knowledge and 
understanding they have gained so far and skills 
developed.  A time also to reflect and tackle any gaps and 
issues ahead of Year 11. 
  
Our Year 11 linguists have started their GCSE speaking exams 
and the final Year 11 reports of the year were issued earlier 
this week. As we approach their final GCSE examinations, 
Year 11s can use this reported information to help inform 
and organise their revision. This is an opportunity to remind 
parents and carers, that all Year 11 students have access 
to GCSEPod, which is a series of audio-visual ‘pods’ based on 
our examination specifications. It’s well worth encouraging 
your son/daughter to make use of these as part of their 
revision. 
  
As temperatures (slowly) start to rise, a reminder that last 
year we introduced plain black, formal, tailored shorts to our 
Summer Term (Terms 5 and 6) uniform. Students must 
continue to wear their blazer, correct footwear, and those 
wearing a skirt, it must be a pleated style. Thank you for 
parents’/carers’ support with this. 
  
Wishing all families a lovely weekend ahead. 
  
Matthew Grantham 
Head of School 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS TERM 5 

Term dates can be found here: 2023/24 

Term 5  

Mon 22 Apr:  Y12 PPEs (4 days) 

Tues 23 Apr:  Y13 MFL Speaking Exams (3 days) 

Wed 24 Apr:  Y11 MFL Speaking Exams (3 days) 

Thurs 25 Apr: Y10 PPEs (11 days) 

   Y13 Music Practical Day 

   Y7/8 Junior Maths Challenge 

Fri 26 Apr:  Y9 Assessment week commences 

   Big Sleep Out   

https://www.instagram.com/highdownschool/
https://twitter.com/highdownschool/
https://www.facebook.com/emmergreeen/?ref=page_internal
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/
http://www.gcsepod.com/
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1927&type=pdf


Absence Reporting 
 
Please notify us if your son/daughter is unable to 

attend either online or onsite lessons due to illness or 

other reason. 

Please report all absences using the Class Charts app 

rather than by telephone, email or ParentMail. We 

hope parents will find this route much more 

straightforward and efficient. You can find out more 

here: 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/

download.asp?file=1803&type=pdf.    

Problems with Class Charts 

If you are experiencing issues with accessing your Class 

Charts account, please contact 

office@highdown.reading.sch.uk 

Information 

Could you be entitled to  

Free School Meals? (FSM) 

You can find more details about FSM and download 

an application form on our website. 

If you need any support with your application, please 

contact us at finance@highdown.reading.sch.uk or 

call 0118 9015 809. 

When completed, please return your application to 

the email address above or to the school office for 

the attention of the Finance Department. 

Courses for Parents 

Water Bottles / Pollen Season 

With the arrival of the warmer weather, 

please ensure your students have a water 

bottle in school with them at all times. 

Hay fever season is also underway. Please encourage 

your students to take their medication at home before 

they leave for school. We are not able to supply 

antihistamines at school.  

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1803&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1803&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/free-school-meals
mailto:finance@highdown.reading.sch.uk


Safeguarding and National Online Safety 

This is just one of the guides provided for parents/carers at https://nationalonlinesafety.com which is free to 

register with as a member of the Highdown community.  

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/


Student leadership 

On Thursday, 21 March the Year 10 student leaders attended the Annual Reading Youth Council Conference. The 

group did fantastically well, coming third in the Young Enterprise task and performing admirably in the model UN 

task.  

Year 10 

Year 10 Boys Aspiration 

On Friday, 8 March the Y10 Boys Aspiration Group had a 

visit from David Hollands, CEO of Results Rules Ok. David 

is one of the most successful business coaches in the 

world and was able to tell his fascinating life story to the 

boys giving them valuable insights in how to be 

successful.  

 

The students gained a lot from both experiences and were a credit to Highdown.  

On Monday, 11 March the group also visited the 

Microsoft offices in Reading for an insight into the 

work that happens at the UK headquarters. The boys 

were based in the boardroom for the day and had 

talks on gaming, apprenticeships and augmented 

reality, including getting to wear expensive Microsoft 

HoloLens head sets.  



Sporting News 

Another Successful Netball Season 
 
Last term saw the Netball Teams take to the courts and compete in their relevant Year Group Reading Schools’ 

Netball League. All the final results are outlined below. 

 

Year 7 finished 3rd in their league with their top performances including an 11-0 win over The Wren and a 6-0 win 

over Blessed Hugh Farringdon. 

Year 8 finished 2nd in their league, only losing one game all season, a fantastic achievement. Their best result was a 

16-5 win over Little Heath School. 

Year 9 finished 3rd in their league with their best result being a 32-12 win over Little Heath School. 

Year 10 finished 2nd in their league, again only losing one game all season. Another fantastic achievement. Highlight 

matches for them included an 11-7 win over Prospect School and a 10-5 win over The Wren. 

Year 11 finished 4th in their league with their best result being a 14-7 win over Reading Girls. 

 

Well done to everyone involved in all the Netball Teams across all the year groups. Your commitment to training and 

fixtures has been fantastic, and it has been great to see you all develop as Netball players. We look forward to doing 

it all again in 2025 when the new season starts. 

 

Miss Clark and Mrs Sadler 

Year 10 Boys‘ Football Team 
 
Congratulations to the Year 10 football team for making it into the Reading Schools League Finals! 

 
The boys were dominant in their fixture against Maiden Erlegh School, Wokingham where they ran out 4-0 winners 
thanks to two goals by Lucas Chinien, a bullet header from Luke Durkin and an own goal. 

The boys take on Blessed Hugh Farringdon in the finals who we played earlier on in the season, coming from 3-0 
down to draw 3-3, which surely sets up an exciting final. Please wish the boys the best of luck! 

Mr Gordon 



Extra Curricular  

PE Extra Curricular Clubs for the Summer Term  

Please see below the timetable for the PE department’s Extra Curricular Clubs for the summer term. As always, PE 

clubs are open to everyone, the more the merrier. It doesn't matter if you have not attended before as new faces 

are always welcome. School teams for fixtures this term in Athletics, Tennis, Rounders and Cricket will be picked 

from those attending extra-curricular clubs. 

We look forward to seeing lots of you coming along. You don't need to sign up in advance, just come to the PE 

changing rooms to get changed at the time of the club you want to attend. 

 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Lunch 
Time 

Yr 9, 10 & 11 Girls 
Fitness Suite - 
VCL 

  Yr 7 & 8 Girls 
Badminton - RSA 

Basketball – AG Yr 9, 10 & 11 
Boys Fitness Suite 
– ADP 
  
Boys Badminton - 
LP 

After 
School 

  Yr 11 GCSE PEP 
Coursework & 
Revision (CR7) – 
LP 
  
All years 
Girls Athletics 
Training – VCL & 
RSA 

All years Cricket 
Training – AG & 
TB 
  
All years 
Rounders Training 
– VCL & RSA 

All years 
Boys Athletics 
Training – ADP & 
STC 
  
All years Tennis 
Training - STO 

  

NEW! Cipher Club 

Following on from their huge success in the 2023 National Cipher Challenge, two of our Year 12 students are 

running a weekly Cipher Club to train up our next generation of Highdown code breakers.  Should coding, maths or 

mystery interest you then feel free to come along to CR4 on Tuesday lunchtimes. Everyone is welcome. Sessions 

will start on Tuesday, 23 April. 

Any questions in the meantime, please contact Madeleine Round in Year 12. 



Stars of the Week 

Year 7     

7C Emilia Bartel 

7D Mohan Joshi 

7E Oskar Towers 

7F Isabella Parlour 

7G Ethan Frew 

7H Yusif Fofana 

7J Jacob He 

7K Freddie Eade 

7L Enya Gallagher 

 

 

Year 8  

8C Phoebe Linthwaite-Fone 

8D Jayden Allen 

8E Zoë Krecek 

8F Harry Friday 

8G Ava Piercy 

 8H Ife Jegede 

8J Esmé Waugh 

8K Rocco Bray 

8L Lucas Bell 

Year 11 

11C Naima Sesay 

11D Asif Ali 

11E Erin Bonsall 

11F Emma Kelemen 

11G Faye Fargus 

11H Kofi Walsh 

11J Mael Laborde 

11K William Allwood 

11L Lucy Churchard 

11M James Kingham 

Year 9   

9C Rowan Harris 

9D Noah Smith 

9E Teylor Oliver 

9F Betty Nowicki Wallace 

9G George Busby 

9H Lottie Borgeaud 

9J Maya Mieczkowska 

9K Seth Bracewell 

9L Scarlett Hepwood 

 Miss Robinson’s Bonus: 

 Rohan Hinds 

Year 10 

10C Griffin Barnett-Ward 

10D Liam Taylor 

10E Tom Smith 

10F Amaan Ijaz 

10G Luke Durkin 

10H Temitayo Odumuyiwa 

10J Campbell Grant 

10K Joel Fenning 

10L Theo Bingley 

 



Navigating Exam Season 

Exam season can be a challenging time for young people. Many feel stressed in the lead-up to their exams and 
worried in anticipation of their results. 
As adults, it can be difficult to know what we can do to support children and young people during this time. The 
Children and Young People's Mental Health Charity 'Place2Be' have created some tip sheets full of practical advice 
to help young people, and families manage stress during exam season. 



Navigating Exam Season 



Navigating Exam Season 



Library / The Hive 



Library / The Hive 

Carnegie Book Award Shadowing        

If you are interested in joining the Carnegie Book Award shadowing group please come to the Hive during break 

or lunch to register your interest.  In a group we will read the shortlisted books, discuss them, complete some 

challenges and listen to an interview with the authors. Then, as a group, we will vote for our favourite and on 

the 20 June we will watch the 2024 Medal and Shadowers’ Choice Award Winners’ Ceremony. 

The books that have been shortlisted are:-  



Careers Corner 

3-day STEM experience for students in years 9 & 10 



Careers Corner 



Cleaner/Housekeeping 

15 hours per week, Monday to 
Friday 3pm to 6pm. Morning shifts 
also available. £11.79 per hour. 
 
Full details can be accessed on our 
website. 
  

Examinations Invigilator 

£11.79 per hour, Flexible hours 

Full details and an application form 

can be accessed via our website.  

 

Teacher of Music - Temporary 

Main Scale, Full / Part time 
Temporary role until July 2024 

Full details and an application form 
can be accessed via our website. 

Teacher of Economics (within 

Maths Department) 

Salary: Main Scale/Full time/Part  

Full details and an application form 

can be accessed via our website.  

Teacher of Sociology 

Main Scale, Full time. Required for 
September 2024 
 
Full details can be accessed on our 
website. 
  

Work With Us 

Junior Site Controller 

37 hours a week, full-time (part 
time/term time will be considered) 
NJC P2-5. Full time salary: £23,114-
£23,500 pa 
 
Full details can be accessed on our 
website. 
  

Support Staff Posts 

Teaching Posts 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2384&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2384&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2385&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2385&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2416&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2416&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2419&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2419&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2419&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2421&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2421&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2424&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2424&type=pdf


Community 

Happy Weekend! 


