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Follow us 

Our Year 11 and Year 13 students 
are now in full swing with their 
examinations. I am sure you can 
imagine the level of planning 
required to organise exams for 
over 400 students!!  My thanks 
to the Exams Team, invigilators, 
Inclusion Team, and the Estates 
Team for all your great work, 
helping ensure the exam venues 
are ready and the exam 
experience is as smooth and calm 
as it can be. Thank you also to 
our teaching staff for their exam 
warm-up sessions, which help to 
settle students so they arrive at 
the exam room door calm and 
ready to demonstrate their 
knowledge, understanding, and 
skills. 

You may recall back in March, 
the theme of House Week 4 was 
the environment. In our 
assemblies this week we 
returned to the theme of 
sustainability, thinking about 
how to meet our needs today 
without preventing future 
generations from meeting their 
needs. Students considered two 
events – ‘Earth Day’ in April and 
‘Earth Overshoot Day’, which this 
year is in July. At Highdown, we 
have a number of initiatives 

already in 
place, with 
solar panels, 
rewilding 
projects, 
planting trees, 
and motion-
activated lighting, to name a few. 
We are grateful too, for the ideas 
shared by our students for how 
we can further develop 
sustainability at school, and we 
will incorporate these into our 
sustainability action plan. 

I hope families have a great 
weekend. 

 
M A Grantham 
Head of School 
 

 
 

HOUSE POINTS  

Mapledurham 134,602 

Grove 134,194 

Rosehill 134,922 

Caversham 137,775 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

Term dates can be found here: 

2023/24 

Mon 20 May 
Beginning of Walk to 

School Week 

Mon 20 May 
Year 7 Mentor 

 Reports Available 

Weds 22 May 
National Numeracy 

Day 

Weds 22 May 
Tennis Fixture  

(Selected Year 9) 

Fri 24 May 

Reading University 

Trip 

(Selected Year 10) 

https://www.instagram.com/highdownschool/
https://twitter.com/highdownschool/
https://www.facebook.com/emmergreeen/?ref=page_internal
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1927&type=pdf


Absence Reporting 
Please notify us if your son/daughter is unable to 

attend either online or onsite lessons due to illness or 

other reason. 

Please report all absences using the Class Charts app 

rather than by telephone, email or ParentMail. We 

hope parents will find this route much more 

straightforward and efficient. You can find out more 

here: 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/

download.asp?file=1803&type=pdf.    

Problems with Class Charts 

If you are experiencing issues with accessing 

your Class Charts account, please contact 

office@highdown.reading.sch.uk 

INFORMATION 

Could you be entitled to  

Free School Meals? (FSM) 

You can find more details about FSM and download 

an application form on our website. 

If you need any support with your application, please 

contact us at finance@highdown.reading.sch.uk or 

call 0118 9015 809. 

When completed, please return your application to 

the email address above or to the school office for 

the attention of the Finance Department. 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM DR CAPALDI RE SUMMER UNIFORM 

Water Bottles / Pollen Season 

Please ensure your students have a water 

bottle in school with them at all times. 

Hay fever season is also underway. Please encourage 

your students to take their medication at home before 

they leave for school. We are not able to supply 

antihistamines at school.  

SEND Local Offer Newsletter Spring 2024  

See what the Gallery are cooking up for us this term 

by viewing their menus on the school website HERE 

SECONDHAND UNIFORM During the warmer summer months, we do allow 
students to wear tailored shorts and will encourage 
them to remove jumpers and blazers in due 
course.  However, we have not made any other 
adaptions and expect our students to wear correct 
skirts, trousers and shoes as outlined in the uniform 
policy on the website HERE.  

Parents are asked to support this and will be called to 
bring in correct uniform if the need arises. 

If you are currently experiencing financial difficulties 
which are preventing your son/daughter from wearing 
correct uniform please contact your Head of 
Achievement, Mr Clawson, Assistant Head, or Dr 
Capaldi, Deputy Headteacher. 

Did you know that our PTA runs a secondhand 

uniform “shop” selling Highdown uniform 

including blazers, jumpers and PE kit from as 

little as £3 for some items? 

For any enquiries please email: 

alinapetito@yahoo.co.uk  

We will gladly accept donations of outgrown 

unform at the school reception—all funds 

raised go to the school PTA!!! 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1803&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1803&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/free-school-meals
mailto:finance@highdown.reading.sch.uk
https://servicesguide.reading.gov.uk/kb5/reading/directory/advice.page?id=jXfWUh_WHi0
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/catering
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/uniform
mailto:alinapetito@yahoo.co.uk


GOOD LUCK YEAR 13!! 

Another glorious afternoon in our 
beautiful walled garden where we 
celebrated Year 13’s time here at 

Highdown.  

There were awards, pizza and garden 
games...and lots of  fun! 

Wishing you all the very best of luck 
for your exams and life beyond 
Highdown—keep in touch, we 

cannot wait to hear all about your 
future successes!! 



DUKE OF EDINBURGH GOLD AWARD 

 

YOUTH LEADERS 

Huge congratulations to James Bridge who 

collected his Duke of Edinburgh Gold award 

last week from Buckingham Palace where 

the Duke was himself in attendance. James, 

we are very proud of you and what you 

have achieved, Gold award is no walk in 

the park! 

Our fantastic student leaders are pictured above having 

received a formal “thank you” from Rachel Cave for 

their enthusiastic and very positive contribution to the 

Highdown community. These students have been 

fantastic role models for the whole school. 

HERE 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ayU9EVqymUaKdjDv2tH8N4noYaVcexFOuZ8C_NhQ-LFUMTcyUk4yUzRLT1FCTk9GOUFHQU9VOEVTTC4u&origin=QRCode


RETRIEVAL PRACTICE 

Top tips for helping your child succeed in their 
learning  

As the summer exam season has now started, you 
may be wondering what you can do to help your 
child succeed.   

Last week’s newsletter had links to advice and 
guidance about the benefits of retrieval practice and 
how quick low stake quizzes can help retain 
information for longer and even transfer 
information to the long-term memory.   

This week I’d like to share the benefits of knowing 
what NOT to do.  

In students’ bid to find out what works best to 
maximise their learning and performance, it is also 
important to minimise the strategies that don’t. 
These are the banana skins of learning, short term 
strategies that appear useful, but they are not. By 
becoming aware of the common mistakes children 
make, they can learn more efficiently and 
effectively, which means both less stress and better 
grades. We all want the best for our young people – 
so we need to be explicit about possible mistakes 
they could make without realising it. Further 
information if you would like it is here: https://
blog.innerdrive.co.uk/10-common-student-
mistakes?utm_campaign=Student%
20Workshops&utm_content=272345168&utm_med
ium=social&utm_source=twitter&hss_channel=tw-
85885295  

COMPETITION!! 

LET'S BUILD EMPATHY 

Sanctuary Foundation is proud to present an exciting new art 
and poetry competition that invites students from years 3-13 to 
reflect on what life is like for the 43.3 million children around 
the world who are displaced. Schools should digitally submit 
their top 3 pieces in each category. 

Students can create either a piece of artwork or a piece of 
poetry illustrating their empathy with or experience of being 
separated from the place they call home. These creations will be 
judged by a fantastic panel of celebrities, refugees, and 
journalists with the top 30 entries going on display in The British 
Library during National Refugee Week (17th-21st June 2024). 
They will also be featured in a special national online assembly, 
in the press and elsewhere. The prize ceremony will be at the 
British Library on Friday 21st June 2024. 

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION 

https://blog.innerdrive.co.uk/10-common-student-mistakes?utm_campaign=Student%20Workshops&utm_content=272345168&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&hss_channel=tw-85885295
https://blog.innerdrive.co.uk/10-common-student-mistakes?utm_campaign=Student%20Workshops&utm_content=272345168&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&hss_channel=tw-85885295
https://blog.innerdrive.co.uk/10-common-student-mistakes?utm_campaign=Student%20Workshops&utm_content=272345168&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&hss_channel=tw-85885295
https://blog.innerdrive.co.uk/10-common-student-mistakes?utm_campaign=Student%20Workshops&utm_content=272345168&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&hss_channel=tw-85885295
https://blog.innerdrive.co.uk/10-common-student-mistakes?utm_campaign=Student%20Workshops&utm_content=272345168&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&hss_channel=tw-85885295
https://blog.innerdrive.co.uk/10-common-student-mistakes?utm_campaign=Student%20Workshops&utm_content=272345168&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&hss_channel=tw-85885295
https://sanctuaryfoundation.org.uk/art/


GETTING ACTIVE 



STARS OF THE WEEK 

Year 8     

8C - Andrea Caba 

8D -Leo Turay  

8E - Charlie Whiteway 

8F- Vanessa Han 

8G- Ava Smith  

8H - Finn Hemmant  

8J - Maisie Cox 

8K - James Taylor 

8L - Jagoda Brzezianska 

Year 7 

7C - Mya Farrell 

7D - Jobell Jobin 

7E - Harry Macbeth 

7F - Alice Loar 

7G - Noah Clements 

7H - Kian Waite-O'Leary 

7J - Anabelle Sumner 

7K - Freddie Eade 

7L - Alfie Seymour  

Year 9     

9C - Kobe Pattison 

9D - Hazel Meggison 

9E - Tabby Bradbury 

9F - Ranveer Verma 

9G - Rishwith Vipperla 

9H - Louis Briggs 

9J - Felicity Pohler 

9K - Lincoln Lau 

9L - Evie Rawlinson-Winder 

Miss Robinson Bonus - Henley-Jayne 
Smith 



STARS OF THE WEEK 

Term 4 Attendance  

Highest attended day of the week... Monday 

Highest attending year group rankings: 

Year 7, Year 8, Year 10, Year 11, Year 9 

    

House positions for highest term 4 attendance 

7H  

7K 

8E 

8C 

9F 

9G 

10D 

10F 

11L 

11C 

Top two highest attending mentor groups in each year: 

Most improved mentor groups in each year  

comparing Term 3 to Term 4 

7K, 8C, 9E, 10K, 11J 

Thank you to all our students and families for your 
continued efforts in supporting attendance! 

Mapledurham 

1st 2nd 4th 3rd 
Caversham Grove Rosehill 



SEND WORKSHOPS 

Understanding Autism & Anxiety Workshop – 
19/06/24, 9.30 - 12.00pm. Free online session 
via MS Teams. For parents/carers of Reading 
pupils ages 6 -16. 
 
A 2.5 hour workshop targeted towards parents/
carers of children with a diagnosis of autism or 
those who may be awaiting a diagnosis.  It looks 
at common drivers for anxiety in those with 
autism, especially in relation to coping with 
uncertainty and not knowing what might 
happen.  The workshop gives parents a chance to 
share their experiences and to learn strategies 
and approaches to manage anxious feelings.  
  
To book or for more information 
email Wilma.Williams@brighterfuturesforchildr
en.org 

 
Helping your Child with Fears and Worries 
Workshop – 24/06/24. 9.30 – 12.00pm Free 
online session via MS Teams. Teaches parents 
and carers Cognitive Behavioural Strategies to 
help children to overcome their anxiety. 
The approaches in the workshop are designed to 
help with “irrational” fears, for example, specific 
phobias (dogs, school phobia etc…), separation 
anxiety, generalised anxiety. 
The workshop is not designed for children: 
 

•   With a diagnosis of autism or significant social 
communication difficulties 

•   Who are pre-verbal 
•   Whose anxiety is due to trauma (e.g.: domestic 

violence), PTSD, bereavement, sensory 
overload 

  
To book or for more information email  

Wilma.Williams@brighterfuturesforchildren.org 

  
Details of all our courses across this academic 
year for parents/carers can be found 
here: https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/for-
parents-carers/schools/educational-psychology-
service-pc/ 

SEND 

SCHOOL AVOIDANCE 

mailto:Wilma.Williams@brighterfuturesforchildren.org
mailto:Wilma.Williams@brighterfuturesforchildren.org
mailto:Wilma.Williams@brighterfuturesforchildren.org
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/for-parents-carers/schools/educational-psychology-service-pc/
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/for-parents-carers/schools/educational-psychology-service-pc/
https://brighterfuturesforchildren.org/for-parents-carers/schools/educational-psychology-service-pc/


LIBRARY RECOMMENDATIONS  

To honour Sherlock Holmes Day which is actually Sir Arthur Conan Doyles' birthday , coming up on 22 
May, we are looking at book recommendations from the Mystery & Crime section in the Hive. 
 
                          Mystery & Crime books have this sticker on their spine 
  
eBooks and Audiobooks are available to all Highdowners at:  
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/library 

https://highdown.eplatform.co/ 

The Yoto Carnegie Awards 2024 shortlisted books have now arrived in 
the Hive.  If you would like to read any of these please come and speak 
with Mrs Robinson in the library.  

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/library
https://highdown.eplatform.co/


READING CHALLENGE 

Try to read 40 books within the academic year!
To complete this challenge students can read books at home as well as using the reading time provided at 
school, during Accelerated Reader lessons and English lessons.

Students are encouraged to read as It is well known that reading boosts your creativity, improves your 
writing skills, enhances your memory as well as expanding your vocabulary.

Once your child has read 40 books, they need to take a list of the books to Mrs Robinson in the Hive who 
will enter their name into a raffle to win a prize.

40 Book Challenge
Years 7 - 11



Work With Us 

Junior Site Controller 

37 hours a week, full-time (part 

time/term time will be considered) 

NJC P2-5. Full time salary: 

£23,114-£23,500 pa 

We have a number of posts available at Highdown, please click on the 

job roles below for more information or visit our website HERE to 

view all vacancies, including teaching roles. 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2384&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2385&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2424&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/vacancies
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2258&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2300&type=pdf

