
w/c 03 June 2024 Week A 

Follow us 

And that’s another busy term 
drawn to a close! It’s certainly 
been an active and varied six 
weeks since our Easter break. 
We’ve had stories from the trips 
to Iceland and China at the end 
of last term, rain, the Big Sleep 
Out, practical and creative 
assessments, teases of 
Summer, a KS3 Music Concert, 
Rugby 7s tournament, Junior 
Maths Challenge, athletics 
championships, theatre visits, 
early morning rugby training in 
the fog, GCSE and A-Level 
examinations, and so much 
more! Thank you to all parents 
and carers for your support 
over the term. 
  
As always, it was great to award 
some of our younger students 
with their PiXL Edge awards this 
week. Recognising and 
celebrating their commitment 
to developing their LORIC skills 
– leadership, organisation, 
resilience, initiative and 
communication, by completing 
a series of challenges, both in 
and out of school. 
  
Our examination groups have 
been really impressive in how 
they have approached their first 

round of 
GCSE, A-
Level and 
technical 
examinations 
over the last 
few weeks. I 
hope they make good use of 
next week to prepare for the 
remainder of their exams, but 
also build in ‘downtime’ too so 
they are fully refreshed, ready 
for their remaining exams in 
June. 
  
Wishing all our students, and 
families, a good break next 
week. 
 
M A Grantham 
Head of School 
 

 
 

HOUSE POINTS  

Mapledurham 137,878 

Grove 137,509 

Rosehill 138258 

Caversham 141,672 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

Term dates can be found here: 

2023/24 

Mon 03 June 
Back to School—

Term 6 

Mon 03 June 
Year 8 Assessments 

Week 

Thurs 06 June  

3:15-4:15pm 

Mapledurham  

Student Leadership 

Meeting 

Fri 07 June 
Year 12 Tower of 

London Trip 

https://www.instagram.com/highdownschool/
https://twitter.com/highdownschool/
https://www.facebook.com/emmergreeen/?ref=page_internal
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1927&type=pdf


PODIUM FOR HIGHDOWN STUDENT 

YEAR 12 YEAR 9 

Huge congratulations to student Flick Cairns (Year 

12) who recently took part in the Swim England 

Summer Championships. Flick competed in the 

200M Butterfly and the 50M Breaststroke and 

placed an impressive 2nd and 3rd respectively. 

Flick has also stepped up her training programme 

as she attempts to improve her time in a bid to 

make nationals and we wish her the best of luck! 

CREATIVE CAREERS WEBINAR 

We are delighted to partner with the Discover! 
Creative Careers programme, led by ScreenSkills 
and supported by employers from across the 
creative sector. To find out more about the 
opportunities coming up in the Autumn term, 
book a place on our virtual open evening on 
Tuesday 25 June, 18:30-19:30. This informative 
webinar is open to both educators and parents/
carers of students. 

 You book your place here! 

THE WORLD DISSOLVED IN FLAMES—9G 

This term, Year 9 have been working hard on 

completing their latest history homework projects. 

The project is called, ‘The World Dissolved in 

Flames’, and it covers the main events of World War 

Two. 

The project documented the main turning points of 

WWII and included research into Dunkirk, Battle of 

Britain, the invasion of the USSR, Pearl Harbour, D 

Day and the dropping of the atomic bomb. 

All the students in 9G produced thorough and 

detailed work. They have shown a great 

understanding of the events that occurred during 

WWII, and how these events were significant turning 

points during the war.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was also with great pleasure that I received Ivan’s 

project this week. Ivan produced a remarkable 

project which incorporated history, technology and 

art. Such a fantastic effort. Well done Ivan! 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/summer-virtual-parent-carer-open-evening-to-discover-tickets-894199022347?aff=Discover


See what the Gallery are cooking up for us this term 

by viewing their menus on the school website  

HERE 

WALK TO SCHOOL WEEK 

YEAR 7 NATIONAL NUMERACY DAY 

MATHEMATICAL TREASURE HUNT 

Students were running around the school site this 

week, looking for clues whilst participating in a 

mathematical treasure hunt to mark National 

Numeracy Day. Thank you to Mr Davison for 

putting on the event and for providing the 

chocolate treats to the first 30 students to 

complete the treasure hunt!! 

DONATE OUTGROWN UNIFORM 

Did you know that our PTA runs a secondhand 

uniform “shop” selling Highdown uniform including 

blazers, jumpers and PE kit from as little as £3 for 

some items? 

For any enquiries please email: 

alinapetito@yahoo.co.uk  

We will gladly accept donations of outgrown 

unform at the school reception—all funds raised go 

to the school PTA!!! 

SCHOOL MENU 

This week has been Wallk to School Week, and to  

mark this, Mrs Bonnet arranged for every Year 7 

student to be given a water bottle, kindly donated 

by Bovis Homes. With some of our students 

walking a long way to and from school, up and 

down lots of hills, they can now be sure to be well 

hydrated!! 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/catering
mailto:alinapetito@yahoo.co.uk


HERE 

YEAR 8, 9 & 10 ATHLETICS TOWN CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Friday 17th May saw two minibuses full of athletes head down to Palmer Park to take part in the U17 (Year 10) 
and U15 (Year 8 & 9) Reading Schools Athletics Town Championships. The weather was kind and all members of 
the teams put in incredible performances across all the different athletic events. 

On the girl’s team, special mention must go to the medal winners, Lillian Moore who finished 3rd in the 300m, 
Hagne Chiu who finished 2nd in the 800m, Margot Smith who finished 2nd in the long jump, Madison Elton who 
finished 2nd in the shot and Elsie Vugler who finished 3rd in the javelin. 

On the boy’s team, special mention must go to the medal winners Josh Allen who finished 2nd in the 300M, 
Adam Pazi who finished 3rd in the long jump, David Sarkodie who won the 100m and Afonso Basto De Lima who 
finished 2nd in the javelin. 

Following on from their success the following students have been selected to represent Reading in the County 
Championship on Saturday 8th June, Hagne Chiu, Margot Smith, Madison Elton, Jayden Allen and David Sarkodie 

We wish them the very best of luck. 

Miss Clark and Mr Patten 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ayU9EVqymUaKdjDv2tH8N4noYaVcexFOuZ8C_NhQ-LFUMTcyUk4yUzRLT1FCTk9GOUFHQU9VOEVTTC4u&origin=QRCode


REPTILE CLUB  

We are very lucky to have a reptile club here at Highdown, 

which is very well attended, there is always room for new 

attendees though!  

Here, students get to know our unusual and fascinating 

residents, holding, feeding and weighing them to make sure 

they are happy and healthy as well as fostering a love and 

respect for wildlife. 

Reptile Club 

Every Tuesday 

and Thursday 

Lunchtime in 

S7 

Do you have anything reptile 

related you could donate to help 

keep down the costs of Reptile 

Club, such as bedding? Do you 

have a vivarium that you no 

longer use? We will gladly take 

these items off your hands. 

Please contact Dr Love at 

anlove@highdown.reading.sch.uk 

if you think you can help.  



STARS OF THE WEEK 

20.05-24.05  

Weekly Attendance  

Highest attended day of the week... Friday 

Year groups with best attendance in order: 

Year 7, Year 8, Year 10, Year 9, Year 11 

    

House positions for highest term 4 attendance 

Top two highest attending mentor groups in each year: 

Thank you to all our students and families for your 
continued efforts in supporting attendance! 

Mapledurham 

1st 2nd 4th 3rd 
Caversham Grove Rosehill 

7L 

7J 

8C 

8F 

9G 

9F 

10F 

10D 

11L 

11C 

Did you know, over the course of a full  

academic year, a student with 90% attendance 
will have actually missed a total of 3.5 weeks of 

school - that’s 90 lessons!! 



STARS OF THE WEEK 

Year 8   

8C - Zeynep Guleryuz   

8D - Lucas Huynh 

8E - Sheron Sunny    

8F - Leo Clark  

8G - Conor Allen 

8H - Harper Rolfe 

8J - Max Parr 

8K - Ellie Naylor  

8L  - Noah Flint 

Year 9 

9C - Kokoro Yeung  

9D - Luke Bloxam 

9E - Stella Steinfeld 

9F - Charlie Seymour 

9G - Karisa Ip 

9H - Erin King 

9J - Zach Cross 

9K - Aaditya Dasari 

9L - Joshua Lam 

Miss Robinson Bonus - 

Tabby Bradbury 

Year 10 

10C - Charlie Baker  

10D - Freya Clements  

10E - Ashlynne Kingshott  

10F - Alvin Karki  

10G - Leslie Antwi  

10H - Evelyn Hunt  

10J - Romy Partington  

10K - Freya Carter  

10L - Grace Hemsworth-Fowler 

     

Year 7   

7C  - Emilia Bartel 

7D - George Brett 

7E - Destiny Knight 

7F - Charlie Perchard 

7G - Noah Clements 

7H - Josie Fox 

7J - Hayson Wong 

7K - Phoebe Corringham 

7L - Louie Jennings 



REDUCE TEST ANXIETY LOCAL SERVICES 

This week, as exams are underway, I’d like to look at 
ways we can work together to reduce any test 
anxiety. We all know the nervous flutter of our 
stomach when we have an important interview or 
test, but do our young people realise part of this is a 
normal response (and sometimes a helpful one) to 
keep us on our toes, ready for whichever questions 
pop up. Here are some ways you can help reduce 
some test anxiety at home. 

• One strategy I like is simply lining up pens in 
height order when you are sat in the exam 
hall – focusing on something small helps 
distract and calm the brain.   

• Another technique is just to lean back in your 
chair, put your pen down and breathe, be 
conscious of your breathing and wait 2 mins 
– then, when you are calmer, return to your 
paper.   

• Something else to remember is that whilst 
this is an exam, in the hall, it is a practice run 
– whatever happens will not be the end of 
the world, reframe it – it is ONLY a piece of 
paper where we want you to show off 
everything you know.   

• We, parents and teachers, are always there 
to help and we know our young people, like 
us, are only human and make mistakes – no-
one is asking for perfection.   

 I’d also like to show you 14 questions you could ask 
your learner at home, because they will be at a 
stage in their revision where they could be 
expanding ideas. If they are – here are some 
questions to ask – their answers may well be 
fascinating!  



GETTING ACTIVE 



LOCAL EVENTS 

 

INCLUSION 

HEALTHY FRIENDSHIPS 

For more information go to: 
https://greenerhenley.org.uk/great-big-
green-week-2024  

https://greenerhenley.org.uk/great-big-green-week-2024
https://greenerhenley.org.uk/great-big-green-week-2024


LIBRARY RECOMMENDATIONS  

To honour Sherlock Holmes Day which is actually Sir Arthur Conan Doyles' birthday , coming up on 22 
May, we are looking at book recommendations from the Mystery & Crime section in the Hive. 
 
                          Mystery & Crime books have this sticker on their spine 
  
eBooks and Audiobooks are available to all Highdowners at:  
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/library 

https://highdown.eplatform.co/ 

Are you having a clear out of books over the half term 
holiday?   

If you are, please consider donating any books to the library 
at Highdown. Books need to be age appropriate for the 
students at Highdown  and in good condition.  

You never know, that book you have on the shelf may just 
be the book we are missing from a series, it could replace a 
book that has seen better days or provide an additional copy 
of a popular book.  It could even be a book that we haven’t 
yet got!  

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/library
https://highdown.eplatform.co/


Work With Us 

Junior Site Controller 

37 hours a week, full-time (part 

time/term time will be considered) 

NJC P2-5. Full time salary: 

£23,114-£23,500 pa 

We have a number of posts available at Highdown, please click on the 

job roles below for more information or visit our website HERE to 

view all vacancies, including teaching roles. 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2384&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2385&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2424&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/vacancies
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2258&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2300&type=pdf

