
 

w/c 10 June 2024 Week B 

Follow us 

A warm welcome to term 6! I hope 
students and families had a lovely 
bank holiday and half term break. 
You will notice a slightly different 
feel about this newsletter and those 
to follow this term, as we trial a 
more succinct weekly bulletin 
providing you with key updates and 
information for the upcoming week. 
We will share an end of term 
celebration publication to recognise 
the wide range of events and 
student achievements from this 
term. We will, of course, seek your 
views on this approach later in the 
term. 
 
Please can I ask for your continued 
support regarding our mobile phone 
policy. If our students bring a mobile 
phone to school, these must be 
switched off and kept in their bag 
for the duration of the school day. 
Similarly, students are expected to 
continue to wear their school blazer, 
although we will review this as and 
when the temperatures rise. On the 
subject of rising temperatures, a 
reminder to students to bring a 
water bottle to school, top ups 
should take place during break and 
lunchtimes, and not during lesson 
times. If students choose to wear 
shorts to school, a reminder that 
these must be black, plain and with 
a formal cut, any other style, 
including PE shorts, are not 
acceptable. 
 
We have just six weeks remaining of 
the academic year, finishing on 
Friday 19th July. Where has the year 
gone!? We still have a term jam-

packed term 
ahead, with sports 
day, transition 
days, Year 5 taster 
day, our annual 
literary festival, 
dance competitions, careers events, 
a dance show, some residential 
visits, and so much more!  
 
It’s also an important year in 
politics, both at home and abroad, 
and our A-Level politics students are 
busy organising a mock election at 
Highdown which will run alongside 
the UK elections. This is a fantastic 
opportunity for all our young people 
to learn about politics and 
democracy, and we are thrilled to be 
promoting their engagement with 
this fundamental aspect of our 
society. This week, the students 
have been working on their 
manifestos in preparation for 
canvassing, hustings and speeches 
(to take place during assemblies), 
culminating with a real ballot for the 
whole school on the real election 
day, Thursday 4th July. Please take 
the time to discuss the Highdown 
elections with your children, 
hopefully it will spark some 
interesting conversations at home. 
 
Don’t forget to follow our social 
media streams for lots of photos of 
what we are doing in school, 
including the election campaigns. 
The links to which are at the bottom 
of the page. Wishing everyone a 
great weekend. 

M A Grantham 
Head of School 
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https://www.instagram.com/highdownschool/
https://twitter.com/highdownschool/
https://www.facebook.com/emmergreeen/?ref=page_internal
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/


HOUSE POINTS  

Mapledurham  142,058 

Grove   141,697 

Rosehill   138258 

Caversham  142,292 
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THIS WEEK 

Wednesday 11 June Year 7-9 House Drama Competition 

 Year 7/8 Junior Kangaroos and Olympiad Maths Challenge 

Thursday 13 June Sports Day Selection (Vertical Mentor Groups) 

 House Drama Competition—Book Tickets via Class Charts 

Friday 14 June Sports Day Selection (Vertical Mentor Groups) 

 Summer Showcase—Book tickets via Class Charts 

COMING UP 

Mon 17 June Year 10 Geography River Fieldwork 

Tues 18 June Year 8 & 9 History for All—Reading University 

 Little Shop of Horrors Drama Trip 

Weds 19 June Year 10 Geography River Fieldwork 

Thurs 20 June Year 10 Geography River Fieldwork 

Fri 21 June The Great Get Together—more details on next page!! 

Thurs 27 June  Year 6 Transition Day 

 Year 11 Prom 

Fri 28 June INSET Day—Academy Closed to Students 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=388


HERE 
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https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ayU9EVqymUaKdjDv2tH8N4noYaVcexFOuZ8C_NhQ-LFUMTcyUk4yUzRLT1FCTk9GOUFHQU9VOEVTTC4u&origin=QRCode


Year 8   

8C - Usher Sandhu 

8D - Vedant Jaiman 

8E - Ralph Mackereth 

8F -  Emily Mackie 

8G - Kimi France-Miller 

8H - Florence Hastings 

8J - Theo Collins 

8K -  Lola Sadler 

8L - Jack Morgan  

Year 9 

9C - Ueja Rukoro 

9D - Jordan Jobin 

9E - Finn Scott 

9F - Merlin Critchfield 

9G - George Busby 

9H - Fletcher Bramley 

9J - Ethan Yim 

9K - Lucy Sampson 

9L - Nik Wong 

Miss Robinson - Scarlett Hepwood 

Year 10 

10C  - Isaac Ford  

10D - Ella Matthews  

10E - Raphael Garcia  

10F - Jude Lambourne  

10G - Juan Dreyer  

10H - Chloe SEEDS  

10J - Oisin Thorne 

10K - Sueda Copursan 

10L - Theo Bingley   

 

Year 7   

7C - Aidan Blair 

7D - Jacob Volker 

7E - Millie Johnson 

7F - Charis Salisbury 

7G - Lylian da paz slade 

7H - Tiana Wong 

7J - Max Church 

7K - Taylor Smith 

7L - Lara Newton 
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Weekly Attendance  

Highest attended day of the week... Wednesday 

Highest attending year group rankings: 

Year 7, Year 8, Year 10, Year 9, Year 11 

 
3. Grove 4. Rosehill 

 

House positions for highest attendance last week 

Mentor groups whose attendance has improved this week: 

If you have any questions or are experiencing  anything 
that may impact attendance please do get in touch 

with our attendance officer to gain advice and support 
hesmith@highdown.reading.sch.uk 

1. Caversham 2. Mapledurham 

7L 

8C 
8D 

9C 

9E 

9J 

9L 

10G 

Thank you to all our students and families for your 
continued efforts in supporting attendance! 



      Join the Art&Design,  Film&Screen or  
Fashion&Business  Saturday Clubs at  

Reading College on Saturdays from 
 10.00-13.00 

12th October 2024 until March 2025.   
t’s free and open to 13–16 year olds of all 

abilities. As well as weekly Saturday 
Classes you will have the chance to go on 
trips and visits, take part in Masterclasses 
with industry, and exhibit your work in the 

@natsatclub Summer Show! Find out 
more and apply to join:  

saturday-club.org/join 

FREE SATURDAY CLUBS AT READING COLLEGE 
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InvestIN Parent, Student & Teacher Event: 
Preparing for Success this Summer 

19 June 2024, 7pm 
      As the summer approaches, it is a great 

time for students to start thinking about 
how they will be spending their holidays 
wisely. To get a head start on their 
futures, students can use this time to 
upskill and gain valuable experiences 
that will boost future applications. 
Parents and Teachers can also be 
championing these preparations for 
success before, and throughout, the 
summer. 

 
Find out more and sign in here:  
Webinar Registration - Zoom 

UPSKILL SUMMER WEBINAR 

https://saturday-club.org/reading-college-artdesign-saturday-club-application/
https://saturday-club.org/reading-college-filmscreen-saturday-club-application/
https://saturday-club.org/reading-college-fashionbusiness-saturday-club-application/
http://www.saturday-club.org/join
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_AYYkleS0QCuU30_b1NZ2HQ?utm_source=NEW%20-%20UK%20Schools%20List%20-%20ESC&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=UK%20Schools%3A%20Parent%2C%20Student%20%26%20Teacher%20Event%20Email%20%2801HZ52986777B92ESPFFZSS6A2%29#/regis


To celebrate the birthday of bestselling author Rick Riordan, famous for the fantasy series Percy 
Jackson, this month we are looking at book recommendations from the Fantasy 
section in the Hive. 
 
                                                      Fantasy books have this sticker on their spine   
  
eBooks and Audiobooks are available to all Highdowners at:  

Are you having a clear out of books over the half term holiday?   

If you are, please consider donating any books to the library at 
Highdown. Books need to be age appropriate for the students at 
Highdown  and in good condition.  

You never know, that book you have on the shelf may just be the book we 
are missing from a series, it could replace a book that has seen better days or 
provide an additional copy of a popular book.  It could even be a book that 
we haven’t yet got!  

HIVE ROUNDUP 
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Work With Us 

Junior Site Controller 

37 hours a week, full-time (part 

time/term time will be considered) 

NJC P2-5. Full time salary: 

£23,114-£23,500 pa 

We have a number of posts available at Highdown, please click on the 

job roles below for more information or visit our website HERE to 

view all vacancies, including teaching roles. 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2384&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2385&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2424&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/vacancies
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2258&type=pdf
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2300&type=pdf

