
 

w/c 01 July 2024 Week A 
Follow us 

It’s been a week of looking forward (including to some 
slightly cooler temperatures!) with a little bit of reflection 
too. On Monday, we welcomed our new Year 12 to 
Highdown for their induction day, having their first lessons 
in the subjects they are going to study for the next two 
years, meeting new people and making new friends, and 
welcoming students joining us from other schools across 
the area. We are all looking forward to working with them and seeing their 
successes through their Sixth Form Journey here at Highdown. Thank you to the 
Sixth Form team for their organisation and planning of the day. 
 
Over the week, nearly a third of our Year 10, and all of our Year 12s students 
have been engaged in a wide range of work experience. We have been fascinated 
to hear about our students’ experiences, which have ranged from working with 
animals in catteries and petshops, with children in nurseries and schools, in 
marketing, sales, law and quantity surveying. We have even had students work 
shadowing in the cabinet office of Whitehall and Hever Castle!  This is a really 
good opportunity to develop some skills useful for future employment and to 
build an awareness and understanding of what it involves to work in a particular 
field of interest. I still clearly remember my own work experience from over 30 
years ago! 
 
Thursday was a busy day at Highdown. It was an absolute joy to see our new Year 
7 at our school for their Transition Day. They had a fantastic day finding their way 
around, meeting a wide range of our teaching and support staff, and having some 
lessons in new subjects. The playing field was abuzz at break and lunchtime with 
our next generation of Highdowners making new friends from other schools and 
playing football – with mentor group competition already underway! Thank you 
to Mrs Hopes, our Transition and Marketing Lead, Mr Clawson, Assistant 
Headteacher, Mrs Vidler, Registrar and all the team who planned the day’s 
activities and experiences, and supported the students. Also, a huge thank you to 
our new team of Buddies, who were awesome! We look forward to meeting our 
new Year 7 parents/carers next week too. 
 
Thursday evening also saw our annual prom event for our Year 11 students. An 
important milestone in their school journey. It was a lovely evening of 
celebration, reflection, oh and dancing and singing! We hope the students will 
carry fond memories of their prom with them as they now move into the post-16 
world. Thank you to Miss Clark and her team for organising such a brilliant event. 

 
Have a great weekend everyone and safe journey to the Year 8 students heading 
off for their week of activities in Wales! 

M A Grantham 
Head of School 
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HEAD OF SCHOOL ROUND UP 

https://www.instagram.com/highdownschool/
https://twitter.com/highdownschool/
https://www.facebook.com/emmergreeen/?ref=page_internal
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/


HOUSE POINTS  

Mapledurham  152,027 

Grove   152,598 

Rosehill   152,130 

Caversham  155,693 
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THIS WEEK 

Sun 30 June Year 8 Rhos-y-Gwaliau Trip Departs 

Mon 01 July Year 6 Parent Welcome Evening 

Tues 02 July Mock Election Assemblies and Candidate Speeches 

Thurs 04 July  Mock General Election—The Vote 

Thurs 04 July Year 7 Learning Review Meetings—Online from 4pm 

Fri 05 July Year 10 Art, Photography & Graphics Trip to Kew 

COMING UP 

Mon 08 July Sports Day Field Events 

Tues 09 July Sports Day for Whole School 

Weds 10 July School Closed to Students in Year 7, 8, 9, 11 and 13 

Weds 10 July Year 10 Sixth Form Unwrapped   

Weds 10 July Year 5 Highdown Experience Day 

Fri 12 July Dance Company Show—tickets available via Class Charts 

Fri 19 July Last Day of Term—12:25pm finish 

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=388


Time/Period MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY  FRIDAY 

KS3 Break KS3 Book Crew Club Mrs 
Robinson Yr8/9 HIVE 

    Year 7 Book Club Mrs 
Robinson HIVE 

  

Girls Fitness Suite Yr 9-11 
Miss Clarke 

KS4/5 Photography 
Lunch Miss 
Woronkowicz A4 

Badminton Year 7 & 8 - 
Mrs Sadler 

KS3 Women in Stem 
DT8 Maddie   

Boy's Badminton - Mr 
Potter 

Lunch          

Barbershop Group 
Mr Santer Mu3 

Reptile Club - Dr Love, 
S7 

Voice Club Ms Pickaver 
- CR5 - all years 

Basketball (Gym) - Mr 
Gordon 

KS4/5  Photography  

Miss Woronkowicz A4 

  Cipher Challenge  

Maddie and Beni CR4  

Funk & Soul Group 
Mr Santer Mu3 

Reptile Club - Dr Love, 
S7 

Fitness Club Year in 
Fitness Suite - KS4 Mr 
Patten 

  

  

KS4 Photography Lunch 
(ANW A4)  

KS4 Photography Miss 
Woronkowicz A4 

  

  

  String Ensemble - all 
years Mrs Reid MU1 

Junior Choir - KS3 Mrs 
Reid MU1 

  

After School - 
4:14pm            
   

  Year 11 GCSE PEP 
Coursework & Revision 
CR7 - Mr Potter 

All years Cricket 
Training - AG & TB 

All Years Girl's Athletics 
Training - Miss Clarke 
and Mrs Sadler 

Quiz Club (M5)  

Mr Hutchinson 

  KS4/5 Photography  

Miss Woronkowicz A4 

KS4/5  Photography  

Miss Woronkowicz A4 

KS4/5 Photography   

Miss Woronkowicz A4 

  

  All Years Boys Athletics 
Training - Mr Patten & 
Mr Colvin 

KS3 Art Club - (A3/A2) The Medic Society (S5)   

  House Drama  
Mrs Lake - DR2 

Excellence Club - (CR1) 
Lisa Pattison 

All Years Tennis 
Training - Mr Thompson 

  

  Physics Revision - S5 Orchestra - all years 
3.10-3.50pm Mrs Reid 
MU1 

Knit and Natter -  Ms 
Lobo - DT3 

  

  Excellence Club - (CR1) 
Lisa Pattison 

Textiles club  

Miss Cutler DT4 

Excellence Club - (CR1) 
Lisa Pattison 

  

  

  

All Years Rounders 
Training - Miss Clarke 
and Mrs Sadler 

History Club H15 KS3 
Mr Lilley 

  

  

    

Highdown Dance 
Company DR1 Mrs 
Hawkins (Jan-July) 
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HOUSE STARS OF THE WEEK 

Year 8   

 

Year 7   

7C Leksha Penubaka 

7D Elizaveta Kovtunovich  

7E  Rebecca Ray 

7F  Makram Mubeidin  

7G  Alice Rosewell  

7H  Rorke O'Reilly  

7J  William Barden  

7K  Moukthik Manchili  

7L Charlotte Maybury  

8C Zain Goodall 

8D Jacob Scott 

8E Sheron Sunny 

8F Brandon Cripps 

8G Adam Pazi 

8H Alfie Prouse 

8J Jamie Lambourne  

8K Lola Sadler 

8L Maya Birru 

R1- Advika Badkur 

R2- Sam Bushnaq  

R3- Nathan Crozier 

R4- Bea Culetto 

R5- Lucy Sampson  

R6- Harry Macbeth  

R7- Elsa Furguson 

R8- Fejiro Orife 

R9- Stella Steinfield 

M1: Sienna E  

M2 Chloe Gritten 

M3: Ashton Cox 

M4: Kayla Brown 

M5: Theo Bingley 

M6: Annabel Bryant 

M7: Emily Mackie 

M8: Alice Elsby 

M9: Ranith Liyanage 

M10: Marina Salas 

M11: George Ardash 

C1 - William Barden 

C2 - Jayden Allen 

C3 - Harry Devanny 

C4 - Lucy Foulkes 

C5 - Isaac Flint 

C6 - Isla Kingsmill 

C7 - Kit Lovie 

C8 - Mwango Mubanga 

C9 - Aubin Smith 

C10 - Samuel Boughton 

C11 - Mo Bernard 

G1 - Eliza Adlem & Lexi Bundy 

G2 - Istabraq Soud 

G3 - Gerrard Fox 

G4 - Freddie Gordon 

G5 - Kara Taylor 

G6 - Toby King 

G7 - Beau Perry & Eva Moore 

G8—Josh Glister 

G9—Stephanie Cooper and Amelia 
Murrant 

G10—Kirstin Hogg & Rhys Roberts 

G11  - Ben Gibson & Theo Kniep 

G12 - Isabelle Lee & Annie 
Compton 

G13—Faye Graham 
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Numeracy Escape Room—Week Three 
Skippy and Anna are imprisoned in a castle and need to find their way out of five locked rooms to escape. To unlock each 
room, they need to find the solution to a problem. In each case, the solution provides the key to that room. 
Can you help them to get out? 

See previous newsletters for Week 1 and 2. 

 

Skippy and Anna have the second key number. They have gone through the second locked door. Here there is a diagram.  

There are two overlapping circles inside a rectangle. The rectangle is the second key number of centimetres long and 5 cen-
timetres high. 

 

How far apart are the centres of the two circles? 

Square this answer and subtract one. This will give you the third key number. 
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We have a number of posts available at 

Highdown, please click on the job roles below for 

more info or visit our website HERE to view all 

vacancies, including teaching roles. 

BEN KINSELLA TRUST 
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The Ben Kensella Trust’s aim is to tackle Knife Crime 

through education and awareness. They offer parent 

workshops as part of their training offer. Please visit 

their website for more information and  for workshop 

details The Ben Kinsella Trust | #StopKnifeCrime  

https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/vacancies
https://forms.office.com/e/MZwFXXjE6g
https://www.highdown.reading.sch.uk/free-school-meals
https://benkinsella.org.uk/

