
Welcome to Year 8

Excellence Evening
2024



The Team

• Mrs Bonnett- Head of Achievement

• Miss Holmes - Assistant Head of Achievement

• The Year 8 mentors

• Mr Franks - Assistant Head Teacher and Senior Link for Year 8



• The STAR Centre – Beki Boys, Jenner Holder and Jess 
Lee 

• Safeguarding Officers – Beckie Boys, Jess Lee, Dr Capaldi and 
Mrs Flynn.

• Inclusion – Mr Clawson (Assistant Head Teacher) and Mrs 
Arnold (Special Educational Needs Coordinator)



ASPIRATION RESPECT EXCELLENCE

weAREhighdown





Why behaviour is important
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Why Behaviour is important for GCSE results

It’s Who We ARE





What do we mean by keeping each other safe 
online?

Please support our 
BYOD Acceptable Use 
Agreement. BYOD 
Acceptable Use

https://highdown.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/HDTeam/ERxuxlIF2blFmzg_HukY9RkB0sBfggoJv0oNer4dLcEIDw?e=hjSkO6
https://highdown.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/HDTeam/ERxuxlIF2blFmzg_HukY9RkB0sBfggoJv0oNer4dLcEIDw?e=hjSkO6


We Wear Our Uniform With Pride



Attendance and Punctuality

NHS Advice - is my child too ill for school?Young Minds - School Anxiety and Refusal 

about:blank
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/parents-a-z-mental-health-guide/school-anxiety-and-refusal/


Please don’t 
book holiday 
in term time

Please be on 
time!
Arriving after 
9:05 a.m. is 
coded the 
same as a 
whole morning 
of 
unauthorised 
absence



ClassCharts
• Behaviour Breakdown
• Home Learning
• Student Passport
• Student Wellbeing

Supporting our Students



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Reading – 

Listening to 
mentors 
reading to you

Newsletter 
Mentor group 
standings, 
messages and 
positive 
achievements 

Reading – 
Listening to 
mentors 
reading to you

Vertical 
Mentor 
House 
Groups 

Vespa - 
Vision
Effect
Systems
Practice

Attitude 

Assembly – 
Weekly 
assembly in 
the main hall

Year 8 Mentor Timetable





Changes to the House System 2024-25



Quick Mindset Quiz

Now add up your score and divide the total by 3 to get your mean.



Quick Mindset Quiz Results

• If you scored 1 or 2 then you believe that intelligence is fixed and 
there is little, we can do about it.

• If you scored 5 or 6 then you believe that we can work to improve our 
intelligence.

• If you scored 3 or 4 then you haven’t quite decided yet so let’s hope 
these lessons will persuade you to have a GROWTH mindset!





• Discuss and Set Clear Goals (Vision) 

• Promote Healthy Habits (Effort) 

• Teach Time Management and Planning (Systems)

• Encourage Regular Practice (Practice) 

• Foster a Growth Mindset (Attitude) 

• Provide a Supportive Environment (Attitude) 

• Open Communication (Attitude)

• Seek Additional Support When Necessary (Attitude) 

• Celebrate Achievements (Attitude)

What Can You Do to Support Success at 
Home?



Is my child too ill for school?

Careers and Pathways Information, Advice 
and Guidance

My name is Lorna Glass. 

Lorna has been a professional Careers Adviser in excess of 30 years. This 
has involved working with to support a range of clients in Schools, 

Colleges, Jobcentres ….. even Prisons.
Currently supporting students from Year 7 – Year 13 in Berkshire Schools

Everyone can aspire to achieve their goal it's just the journey that might 

be different and that’s where I can help you plan your journey.
DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO - Not everyone does !!! Let's talk and consider 

options.
WHAT ROUTE TO TAKE- Let's talk and begin planning what route is best for 

you.

Lorna can be found in the Hive and is contacted via 

careers@highdown.reading.sch.uk or by speaking to Mrs Robinson.
Please also contact our Careers Assistant, Mrs Robinson, for support with 

accessing work experience and for information about our Careers events. 

Mrs Robinson can be found in the school library.

Adviza

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
http://about:blank
about:blank


Important Dates

DATE EVENT

18th Nov Learning Conference: Science of Learning

26th Nov Report issued to parents/carers

25th Feb Reports issued to parents/carers

20th March Learning review meetings

1st May Junior Maths Challenge

2nd-6th June Assessment week

29th June Rhos-y-Gwaliau Trip

8th July Reports issued to parents/carers

18th July Highdown Literacy festival
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