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HIGHDOWN SCHOOL AND SIXTH FORM CENTRE 
ON THE ROAD TO POST-16 STUDY 

English Literature 

 

    
Read/Research Watch/Listen Revisit Other Tasks 

Read collections of short stories 
Read short critical and dramatic stories. 
https://www.wilde-online.info/short-
stories.htm 
 
Read short gothic stories. 
https://poestories.com/stories.php 
 
Read short dystopian stories. 
https://www.commonlit.org/en/text-
sets/dystopian-literature 
 
Research a famous poet 
Research Christina Rossetti and make 
notes on her life, her themes, and her 
influences. 
https://www.bl.uk/people/christinarossetti 
 
Read 
Read some famous pieces of literature.  
Read ‘Dracula’ 
Read ‘Frankenstein’ 
Read ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’  
Read ‘1984’ 
Read ‘The Great Gatsby’ 
Read ‘Sense and Sensibility’ 
Read ‘The Reluctant Fundamentalist’ 
 

National Theatre 
Watch a play of your choice – ‘Twelfth 
Night’ was on 23rd April, it can be found in 
the archives. 
https://www.youtube.com/user/ntdiscover
theatre/featured 
 
Watch ‘The Work of Ibsen Part 1 and 2’ 
https://www.youtube.com/user/ntdiscover
theatre/search 
 
Educational Talks 
Listen to a TED talk on literature. 
https://www.ted.com/talks?sort=newest&t
opics%5B0%5D=literature 
 
Documentaries 
Watch and make notes on a Shakespeare 
documentary. 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_
query=shakespeare+documentary+bbc 
 
Listen to ‘In Our Time: Beyond Belief’, 
which is about ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’.  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m001
byk5 
 
Listen to this lecture on the importance of 

Gothic 
Your Year 9 Gothic work 
– what makes a story 
gothic? 
 
Shakespeare 
The Shakespeare plays  
you have read. How did  
they connect to the time  
of writing? Create a chart  
for each text. 
 
Exploring Literature over Time 
Create a timeline for English 
Literature, use the Norton Anthology 
as a starting point. 
booklibrarian.com - This website is 
for sale! - booklibrarian Resources 
and Information. 
 
Biblical Influences 
How far do you think the Bible has 
influenced literature?  
https://www.theodysseyonline.com/
25-examples-bibles-influence-
literature 

Academic Writing 
Complete this 
academic writing  
course   
https://www.bbc.co.
uk/learningenglish/g
othedistance/acade
micwriting 
 
Key Terms 
Research prose, 
plays and poetry,  
begin to develop a 
glossary of key  
terms that you think 
could be useful  
for future analysis. 
 
Genre Study  
Research specific 
genres of literature 
and create a timeline 
including specific 
historical events and 
key literary texts. 
 
Audible 
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Exploring General Poetry 
Choose a Poet Laureate and complete a  
biography of their life and works. Then  
choose one of the poems they have 
written and write a personal response to it 
- what do you like/hate about it? What 
lines stand out to you?   
 
General Reading 
Browse this resource and listen to a story 
of your choice.    
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/category/a
udiobooks 
 
Lectures 
Gresham College has a plethora of free 
lectures – enjoy browsing through and  
listen to three!  
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/watch/?subje
ct=art-and-literature&page=1 
 
Online Courses 
Try an online course 
https://www.futurelearn.com/subjects/lite
rature-courses 
A good one is ‘Exploring English: 
Shakespeare’ here -  
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/exp
lore-english-shakespeare 
   
   

Lectures 
Shakespeare's stages. 
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/lecturesand-
events/shakespeares-stages 
 
Podcasts 
Listen to podcasts – what influences 
writers? 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006
qp6p/episodes/player 
 
BBC Sounds 
Listen to a classic 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/gcse-
englishliterature-classic-stories/zmfdcqt 
 

Can you think of a text you have read 
which might have been influenced by 
the Bible? 
 
Writing Skills 
Which writing skills did  
you learn in your Yr7-9  
creative writing lessons?  
Compile flash cards with  
these techniques – what are they 
called? What do they do? 
 
Reading Autobiography 
Consider your reading journey since 
Primary School: Create a reading 
autobiography charting your 
experiences as a reader from birth 
until present day. What have you 
enjoyed/not enjoyed? Which authors  
and tests have influenced and 
inspired you?   
 
What makes a ‘good’ story? 
Think about your stories – what do 
you think makes a good story? Do  
you think classics have these 
‘ingredients’? 
KS3 / KS4 English Language: What 
makes good story writing? - BBC 
Teach 

Listen to one of 
these and answer  
the question that is 
attached: 
    
All the stories  
here:  
https://stories.audibl
e.com/ 
   
1) Dorian Gray - How 
does Wilde  
explore the duality 
of man?    
2) The Yellow 
Wallpaper - How is  
the experience of 
women  
presented?   
3) Wuthering Heights 
- How does  
Bronte use nature to 
create a  
Gothic atmosphere? 
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