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Assessment	and	feedback...	

1.   Ongoing	formaHve	assessment	
2.   Periodic	assessment	
3.   SummaHve	assessment	



1.   Never	meant	to	be	a	label	–	meant	to	support	progress.	
2.   Undue	pace	–	focus	on	ge1ng	through	levels	quickly,	rather	

than	embedding	deep	understanding	of	key	concepts.	
3.   Levels	mean	different	things	–	marks	on	a	test,	APP	work	best	

matched	a	descriptor	or	‘just	in….’	
4.   Too	vague	and	imprecise	-	misleading	about	what	students	

knew	and	could	do.	
5.   Successful	naHons	don’t	use	them	–	children	capable	of	

anything	because	of	effort	put	in…not	because	they	are	level	
4,	5	etc.	

Why	remove	NC	levels?	



Why	remove	NC	levels?	

Group	Director	of	Assessment	Research	and		
Development,	Cambridge	Assessment	

“Study	fewer	things	in	greater	depth,	so	a	
deeper	understanding	of	central	concepts	and	

ideas	can	be	developed.	
 

Assessment	should	focus	on	that.”	



An	ethos	of	excellence	and	mastery…	



What	should	be	the	principles	of	assessment?	

1.   Based	on	progress	–	development	of	knowledge	and	
skills	required	for	success	at	end	of	Year	11.	

2.   ExpectaHons	and	aspiraHon	–	shouldn’t	put	a	ceiling	on	
students	and	their	progress.	Should	be	used	to	promote	
high	expectaOons	–	linked	to	more	challenging	
qualificaOons.	Linked	to	‘growth	mindset’.	

3.   Simple	and	easy	–	for	all	stakeholders. 
4.   Consistent	–	across	all	subjects.	
5.   FormaHve	and	summaHve	–	should	promote	learning	

and	ethos	of	excellence.  
6.   Focused	and	specific	–	on	what	maRers. 
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•  Mastery,	excellence,	high	expectaOons	and	
aspiraOon.	The	Growth	Mindset.	

•  What	are	the	‘big	ideas’	in	each	subject?	
•  What	do	students	need	to	master	in	order	to	be	
successful	in	KS4?	

•  What	does	excellence	look	like?	
•  Focus	assessment	on	what	counts	-	in	terms	of	
learning	and	progress,	i.e.	key	knowledge	and	key	
skills.	

Assessment	model…	
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ExpectaHons...	
Key	Stage	2		
[2015	NC	Levels]	

Legacy	GCSE	expected	
grade	

New	GCSE	expected	
grades		
[Growth	Mindset	expected	
grades]	

5a-6+	 A/A*	 8-9	

5c-5a	 B	 6-9	

4c-4a	 C	 5-9	

2c-3a	 E,	D	 1-9	



QuesHons...	


